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uni well worth it 


Alex Douglas farewells university 
by rebuffing higher education’s 
many critics. 

© would-be prez 


Three frontrunners for the ANUSA 
presidency speak to Matt Laing. 

©joke tickets 


Pat Moody’s retrospective on the 
ever-popular ANUSA joke ticket. 

© indies ain't free 


Claudia Newman-Martin exposes 
the Indies as a political ticket. 

© nationalism-ball 

Tom Watson at the World Cup. 

© by the numbers 

Toby Halligan compares UC and 
ANU survey responses. 

© mid-east fighting 

Josh Gordon-Carr reviews this 
month’s Israel-Lebanon conflict. 

© anti-semitism 
and the left 

James Higgins on how the left’s 
attitude towards Israel is racist. 
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ANUSA election ? o6 

Woroni covers this year’s Stu- 
dents’ Association elections with 
interviews, humour, and ticket 
summaries. PP. 14-23 


Scav Hunt 

Enjoy some photos that will no 
doubt come back to haunt the 
Scav Hunt participants for years 
to come. PP. 26-29 


© israel: oppressors © david mitchell 


Michael Karadjis rejects that 
Israel is conducting legitimate 
self-defence. 

© liberal party • 
branch-stacking 

An extract from the new book by 
former Liberal insider, John Hyde 
Page. 

© organ harvesting 

Victoria Kelly-Clark reviews the 
evidence that China is executing 
prisoners to sell their organs to 
the highest bidder. , / ' ‘ 


Ben Naparstek speaks with the 
Man Booker Prize frontrunner for 
this year. 

© australian film 

Can Jindabyne restore Australian 
cinema’s abysmal reputation, asks 

Jonathan Fisher. 
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44 Review 
46 Movies 
49 TV 

51 Music 

52 Gigs 


Woroni is the official publication 
the ANU Students’ Association. Opin- 


ions are not necessarily those of the 
editors or ANUSA. 


Editors: James Robertson, Matt Laing. Toby Halligan • Humour: Toby Halli- 
gan • Reviews: Justin Pritchard • Staff writer: Alex Douglas • Cartoons: Marija 
Taflaga • Advertising guru: Nick Harris • Layout & photography: Anthony 
Mannering • Cover & Executive Editor- at- Large: Saad “Hard” Hafiz 

Contributors: Eig Boy, Brittany Bennett, College Snitch, Alex Douglas, 
Jonathan Fisher, Josh Gordon-Carr, Saad Hafiz, Toby Halligan, James Higgins, 
Will Hodgins, John Hyde Page, Michael Karadjis, Victoria Kelly-Clark, Matt 
Laing, Pat Moody, Ben Naparstek, Claudia Newman-Martin, Outraged Aussie, 
Justin Pritchard, Tom Watson 
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ROBERT: 


HM-UGM* 


From the 


Below A real tattoo of the word Woroni 


Nothing gets people worked up 
like an election. 

And when I say “people", I ac- 
tually mean the one-tenth of the 
student population who actually 
bother to vote. 

The reasons not to vote are 
numerous and persuasive. Given 
that most people don’t know the 
candidates, the parties, or the dif- 
ference between ANUSA and the 
University Union, it seems like 
student elections are just another 
opportunity to fill law students’ 
CVs. I will not try to convince you 


otherwise. 

More interesting is the per- 
verse way in which ANUSA elec- 
tions prove Parkinson’s Law. 

This law was concocted by Cyril 
Parkinson, a civil servant who in 
the 1950s noted that as Britain’s 
overseas empire declined in impor- 
tance, the number of employees at 
the Colonial Office increased. 

Similarly, despite the onset of 
VSU - coming with it the signifi- 
cant budget concerns of 2006 and 
even more cuts on the horizon 
for 2007 - two more departments 


have been created, Indigenous and 
Disabilities. 

Overheads are still high and 
ANUSA keeps the $40oK+ reserve 
funds in a standard savings ac- 
count. And this year’s election is 
shaping up to be the most fiercely 
contested in recent years. Go fig- 
ure. 

The big issues 

V :7r 

Moving to what really counts in 
life. The 2006 anu Scav Hunt was a 
big success, and Woroni would like 
to thank everyone who showed 
up and either participated or sup- 
ported those participants. 

Sarah “Ironsides” Bishop won 
Iron Gut, by ingesting what can 
only be described as the most dis- 
gusting collection of assorted food 
products assembled, and thanks to 
Sarah Ahern getting a permanent 
tattoo on her leg that read “Woro- 
ni” (see photo), Captain Hook's 
Discount Abortions won the top 
prize for the most points earned. 

Rubik’s cubes were solved, 
naked runs into Sizzle Cafe tran- 
spired - an event the whole family 
could enjoy. 

So a big thanks to everyone 
who made the day possible. 

And finally, some you may be 
concerned with the censure that 
Woroni received at the last OGM. 
Now I’m no expert on the revenge 
politics of the SA executive, but 
supposedly the lack of a formal 
budget for the magazine recently 
has spurred it on. 

This development drags us 
down to the level of other cen- 
sured SA figures - the Treasurer 
Michael Atkins and the Education 
Officer Dave Sykes. t 

A special thanks goes to Mark 
Smyth who defended us at the 
OGM against the censure. If you are 
outraged at this vile, non-binding- 
slap-on-the-wrist, make sure you 
show it by securing a firearm and 
firing wildly into the air. \ ■ 

MattLaing 
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‘All the News We Have to Print 


The problem of sustainability 
1 * 3 *% ‘W W arises with areas of ANUSA like 

' A£h W clubs and societies and student 

productions who will have to con- 
sociation until individuals notify tend with significantly reduced 
the general secretary otherwise. budgets. 


Hey, so there are some amaz- 
ing things happening around the 
traps of ANUSA. 

The faculty representatives 
and I had quite a frank and com- 
municative meeting with the col- 
lege deans and the Vice Chancellor 
to discuss educational initiatives. 

English conversational groups 
are well under way, with a great 
group of volunteer facilitators and 
some students really keen to par- 
ticipate. 

And, of course, elections are 
on their way, as this issue lets you 
know. But now that the dust’s set- 
tled with voluntary student un- 
ionism and all, I thought I might 
give a quick run through on the 
effects of VSU for the Students’ As- 
sociation. 

The best way is of course a lit- 
tle FAQ. 

Am I still a member of the 
v association? 

Yes. anusa, through its con- 
stitution considers all ANU 
students to be members of the as- 


A Do I have to pay a mem- 
v bership fee? 

jgs. No. ANUSA has arranged a 
funding agreement with the 
university for some of its budget. 
Part of that agreement is that the 
association charge no membership 
fee. 

This is actually pretty sweet, 
because all undergrads get to ac- 
cess all of our services, vote in 
all of our elections, and generally 
have the opportunity to partici- 
pate - all at no cost... 

A So, can ANUSA operate 
N X like this? 

Well I suppose that’s the 
$600,000 question! The uni- 
versity agreement is fantastic in 
that it provides a base level of 
funding that ensures that all the 
services that anusa currently pro- 
vides - like the second hand book- 
shop, the welfare and legal offic- 
ers, and advocacy for students - can 
continue to operate well into the 
future. 


To put it into real terms for 
everyone, the combined clubs and 
societies and productions expend- 
iture line items now stand at about 
$100,000. Next year it will look 
more like $40,000. If there could 
be some extra financial assistance 
from students whenever possible, 
it would go a long way. 

A So, we should help out by 
NX donating? 

Yup, that’s right, monetary 
donations! 

Instead of having that extra 
beer at South Pacs on that dirty 
Thursday night or that movie 
ticket to that crappy comic book 
recreation, or hey going to see 
that national sports team... make 
a contribution to your Students' 
Association. Help the budget look 
healthy! 

Okay, here endeth the FAQ. 

Apart from all that, check out 
the candidate statements. Have 
a laugh, have a cry, but seriously 
folks - get out and vote. ■ 


•S3 


A special thanks goes out to ISG Laser, 
whose unwavering commitment to 
nepotism has given us the elegant Woroni 
boxes around campus. 

Got some sheetmetal work you need done? Building a train and 
don’t know who can do the panel work? Then call (02) 4964 8202 
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ANU to open office at 
Yale University 


The Australian National Univer- 
sity has announced its plans to 
open a new office in the United 
States. 

ANU Deputy Vice-Chancellor 


Malcolm Gillies will head the new 
development office, based at Yale 
University. Prof Gillies says one 
of his aims is to secure more sup- 
port, funding and experience for 




TV 
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the university’s research-based 
programs. 

“The ANU has been a univer- 
sity which has been very depend- 
ent upon competitive grants 
from the Government and we do 
exceedingly well with that,” he 
said, while noting that “there are 
all sort of industry bodies and re- 
search funding bodies which we 
need to be accessing to make sure 
that we can do the research we 
need to do with the money that 
we need to do it.” 

Professor Gillies says the new 
US office will help improve op- 
portunities for staff and students 
and is an important step in main- 
taining the ANU’s strong record 
on research. 

“We’d also be hoping to be 
accessing many of the research 
funds which are available for 
international competition and 
many of them are based in the 
United States,” he said. “It’s diffi- 
cult to do that if you don’t have a 
permanent presence there.” 


ANU researchers intimidated: Chubb 


Vice-Chancellor of the ANU Pro- 
fessor Ian Chubb has said there 
had been an attempt to silence 
academics who are making critical 
comments about issues of public 
importance. 

The Vice-Chancellor said ANU 
researchers were labelled as “anti- 


American” after they released 
a study of Australia’s free trade 
agreement with the US, which re- 
vealed adverse results. 

Professor Chubb said he re- 
ceived several calls suggesting the 
university would be unwise to pro- 
mote the research. 


“You have to be a particular sort 
of person to put your head up over 
the parapet when it gets knocked 
every time, and labels are put on 
you that you are uncomfortable 
with," Professor Chubb said. 

“It’s dangerous and I think it’s 
pathetic.” 
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The ANU Vice-Chancellor says a 
lack of Federal Government fund- 
ing is behind the decision of sev- 
eral universities to charge more 
than $200,000 for a degree. 

A few years ago John Howard 
said he was concerned that the 
cost of a university degree not go 
beyond $100,000 in Australia. 

Yet from next year, full-fee pay- 
ing students studying medicine at 
Bond University, Melbourne Uni- 
versity, and Monash will get a bill 
of more than $200,000. 

At the University of New South 
Wales the figure is $237,000. Pro- 
fessor Ian Chubb says the ANU is 
not charging such high fees be- 
cause it does not want to exclude 
people who are not rich or willing 
to go deep into debt. 

He says that rather than intro- 
duce a cap on full fees, the govern- 
ment should be funding universi- 
ties adequately. 




“Most of my colleagues would 
argue that they [charge high fees] 
because of inadequate funding 
levels, and that’s been the case for 
25 years," he said. 

“There’s been a slow, steady 
decline in the amount of money 
we get per student... I think that’s 
something that should be arrested 
and I think that Australians have 
got to be concerned to ensure that 
education is available to people 
who want it, with talent, for a 
price that doesn’t exclude some 
people from it.” 

Critics of the status quo argue 
it was leading to “mortgage-sized” 
debts for students. The federal op- 
position says some students are 
now paying as much for their uni- 
versity degree as for a house. 

Labor’s education spokes- 
woman Jenny Macklin said Mr 
Howard had broken his promise 
there would be no degrees costing 


$100,000 or more. She says Labor 
remains committed to abolishing 
full-fee university places. 

“We want to make sure that 
students and families are not left 
with degrees that cost the same as 
a home mortgage,” she said. 

“We want to encourage young 
people to go into tertiary educa- 
tion in Australia. We don’t want 
to see them left with $200,000 
debts.” 

Professor Chubb says the high- 
er education sector is at an inter- 
esting point. 

“From what I understand there 
are already universities that are 
not meeting their target quotas,” 
he said. “When you add into that 
full fees, or fee-paying courses, 
then I’m not sure how this compli- 
cated mix will shake-down. 

“It seems to me that we’re en- 
tering a new phase and I think the 
impact is quite unpredictable.” 


ANU med students to offer long-term help to Uganda 


Four ANU medical students, mov- 
ing half a world away to Uganda, 
are trying to make a difference in 
curbing the deaths from prevent- 
able disease and HIV. 

Alison Lally, Katherine Phillips, 
Aurelia Stapleton, and Audrey 
Prinna are all in their early 20s 
and have never travelled to Africa 
before. 

They found inspiration in the 
success stories of Hands of Help, 
an organisation founded by Syd- 
ney medical student Phoebe Wil- 
liams. Her team rebuilt a school, 
conducted a health survey, edu- 
cated on HIV prevention, and 
provided mosquito nets to a rural 
Ugandan village. 


The four are to join a team of 
seventy who are planning to re- 
build another two schools in Ugan- 
da and an orphanage in Kenya. 

They are also going to conduct 
health checks in indigenous com- 
munities in NSW. The women are 
anticipating that the overcrowd- 
ing, poverty, and health problems 
might be difficult to face. 

"At first it will be really hard,” 
Ms Lally said. “I have never been 
to a place that is really overpopu- 
lated. I think that when we first 
get there, we will be shocked. But 
we will know that we are there to 
help them and get involved with 
their lives, to improve their living 
conditions and health. 


“It will be devastating, but 
we’re hoping to help to make a dif- 
ference in their local community 
in giving the children some hope 
in their lives.” 

Ms Stapleton said she had an 
interest in aiding the developing 
world. “I have always felt that they 
are the people who need the most 
assistance. 

“I think that will impact on 
us as doctors. It will make us ap- 
preciate what people experience. 
When you see people suffering, 
it’s really confronting. But when 
you know you're doing something 
about it and actually helping, that 
is a way of coping with a difficult 
situation.” 
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email // woroni@anu.edu.au 


First, has there ever been a 
g | , more incompetent foreign minis- 


tractive to men. 

The question this time is wheth- 
er Ursies ressies are gimps by nature 
or misfortune. It’s common knowl- 
edge that Ursies ressies are strange- 
looking - and that’s us being ex- 
tremely PC. What we’d truly like 
to say is, they’re fucking weird. It’s 
even been said that the tree whence 
the Ugly Stick came is planted front 
and centre before Ursies. 

That’s a bit harsh, though. Col- 
lege Snitch believes that the Ugly 
Tree has long since been chopped 
down; it was used to thin out the 
already nutrient-deprived food 

College Snitch served in this fine establishment, 

and one has to be a resident to ex- 

Wimpy Johns “boys” have been at phants. If you are among the pa- perience its full benefits. Such bene- 

it again. Following last issue’s piece thetic bunch that inhabit Daley fits include manky hair, pale skin 

on the ambiguous sexuality of most Road, know that College Snitch is likened to a nerd-tan, and generally 

Johns Boys, College Snitch expect- not your friend. You may laugh now, gimpish demeanour, 

ed the catty bitching and moaning but just wait. You maybe next. But why should Ursies ressies 

one sees on the tween scene at most But last issue, we promised to put up with this? Really this is the 

metropolitan private schools. give you some dirt on other col- domain of the government, and so 

We weren’t disappointed. To leges. After all, we can’t focus on we at The Daley News propose four 

those who sent in fan mail, it must Johns all the time just because they solutions that are not necessarily 

be said that we don’t like syco- happen to be the most sexually at- mutually exclusive: 




. , ye ; 


Downer vs. Bundie 

I have two questions for you. 


ter than Alexander Downer? I am 

. > * V asking because, as editors of a stu- 

u 


Ifiii 


was Billy McMahon, but he wasn’t 
... tTr . quite the buffoon Downer is, was 
he? 


Second, and also on Downer: 


in a debate followed by a rumble/ 
brouhaha (as often happens) be- 
tween Downer and the Bundaberg 
Bear, who would win? 

The rum-fuelled bear might 
slur a bit in the debate, but he 
seems quite wily and surely would 
have Downer’s measure in a physi- 
cal confrontation. ; ^ 

- Whatever happens it would be 
good to watch. Will you organise 
that as part of O-week next year? 

Your opinions on these matters 


would be greatly appreciated. 

Yours sincerely, 

Big Boy 

PS: I am not one of those paid-by- 
Bundaberg insidious “trendy” ad- 
vertisers. I am not trendy, and nor 
is Bundaberg anyway. Although it 
is a useful study aid. 

Lose Rapunzel Room 
and get a scoreboard 

Can’t the anu afford to get some 
bloody scoreboards for the oval? 

I’m sick of watching footy and 
not knowing the score. This hap- 
pens every weekend. 

Every weekend I wish there was 
a scoreboard. If ANU is so tight on 
money, couldn’t it get rid of some- 
thing useless like the Rapunzel 
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• Tactical forces have been con- ness must be addressed as an issue fate as residents of the hall whose 

suited and have agreed to seek of paramount importance to the mascot is the most fucked-*over 

out the Ugly Stick and "shock and prosperity of Ursula Hall, there saint in history, they are subjected 

awe” it out of existence, justified are other matters of great magni- to a society which values gimpos- 

by the Ugly Stick’s definition un- tude crucial to its existence. ity and pallid skin over nutrition 

der UN charter as an instrument First, they aren’t that bad at and good looks. 

of biological warfare. sport. Second, Ursies has a shit And thus we give you Ursies. 

• Careful planning and strategic name. These have obviously not Besides being generally good 

use of diplomatic cunning have been put in order of importance. blokes, they lack the fortune to be 
resulted in The Daley News crew So we can finish on a bold note, among overwhelmingly attractive 

assembling a Coalition of the let’s start with their sporting, er, men as are the Johns ressies, or 

Willing and/or Desperate, which “prowess”. We must concede that the power-dressing, Sydney-affili- 

indudes Burgmann, Fenner, Ursies came runners-up in rugby ating metrosexuals of Burgies, or 

Fiji, Azerbaijan, and Tajikistan. last semester only because the even the budget-constrained, Cen- 

It has agreed to send four nurs- Johns boys were so distracted by trelink-reliant bludgers of B&G. 

es and a sniffer dog (“Munter thirteen men huddled together, They can’t offer women solace 

Hunter” - trained to sniff out bulging in their short shorts, and from the benefits of their “green 
malnourished, dissident uglies), glistening with sweat in the non- policy” like Bruce boys, or offer 

while Senegal cannot currently existent Canberra sun that fails to women anonymity on a long walk 

commit and George Bush has re- tan Ursies boys’ skin. How could of shame like our friends at Fen- 

fused to comment as Homeland Johns boys be expected to concen- ner. 

Security has only recently been trate in such circumstances? Perhaps we should give them a 

moved to Defcon Maroon 5. And what the fuck kind of chance, the poor bastards. ■ 

• Or we could ignore the first two name is Ursula? Ursula means 

and just remove the zebra cross- “little bear”, derived from the At The Daley News, we have no 

ing outside Ursies. Maybe we Latin “she-bear”. Saint Ursula was shame and value your bitching, 

should let Darwinism and natu- a virgin princess who was beaten moaning, and legal action. It will 

ral selection take control. to death for being so pasty she probably confirm our opinions of 

• A large scale breeding program was thought to be a spirit. So fair you anyway. 

between the boys of Ursies (for enough, the name kinda sticks. Send us something to fill our 

brains) and the girls from Johns It appears that Ursies ressies otherwise meaningless existences 
(to help with the mankiness). are gimps, not by choice or nature, c/o Woroni. 

While the situation of ugli- but by proxy. By choosing their woroni@anu.edu.au 


Room and use the cash saved from 
that for a scoreboard? 

I don’t know who pays for the 
ANU Feminazi HQ or how much 
money is wasted on it, but I know 
more women who would appreci- 
ate a scoreboard when they watch/ 
play footy or soccer than women 
who enjoy drinking tea at the Ra- 
punzel Room whilst discussing 
the next useless campaign to re- 
claim the c-word. 

Brittany Bennett 

, 4 

Flag-burning not on 

This email is addressed to both 
the editor of Woroni and those in 
charge of organising the Scaven- 
ger Hunt. 

As far as I am concerned, you 
have single-handedly, angered a 


number of the student body you 
apparently “represent”, as well as 
disgraced yourselves and theoreti- 
cally the university. 

How, you may ask? I want to 
draw your attention to the 2006 
ANU Scavenger Hunt list, under 
the category of “stunts on the 
day”. I would like to draw your at- 
tention to the item "burning the 
Australian flag”. 

What on earth do you think 
you are on about? Not only is that 
illegal (not that you take responsi- 
bility for it), but what a disgrace! 
Shame on you! 

- Let me put it this way; you 
wouldn’t appreciate me destroy- 
ing one of the Woroni boxes, some- 
thing that you’re so passionate 
about, so don’t destroy something 
l am so passionate about! 


I would ask you, would you 
dare to put “burning the New Zea- 
land, Chinese, or Indian flags” on 
there next time? 

On a more positive note, may I V s 

suggest two things. First, DO NOT \ • 

ENCOURAGE IT, or even let it hap- 
pen, just let people know you have •- |f§| 
retracted that stunt. Second, why 
not next year suggest the burning 
of something more “fun”... any UC • 
memorabilia, such as their flags! 

I hope to at least receive a reply 
(after all I am a regular reader of • 
the magazine), and I hope to s 
something done about it, even if jS&i'fj , /W 
it’s on Thursday [when the Scav ■: 

Hunt took place].. 

Thank you for your time, 

Outraged Aussie 

[Await our response in the next issue 
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Woroni's most prolific writer this 
year (by quite a margin, we add) 
is ending his university days. * 

But before he departs, he de- 
fends a formal university .e 
tion as. a valid arid important part 
of “the university of life F \ 

* _ " ft P ' ■ _ : '- 


. , „ „ .. JSM sfe . l • 
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Since I can no longer claim to be 
everything you hate about uni stu- 
dents, and “everything you hate 
about uni graduates in entry-level 
white-collar jobs” sounds a bit like 
“the wet part of water”, I am in no 
position to write anything more 
for this student rag. This is the last 
submission I will make. 

Since I’m only working full- 
time before doing more study and 
thus taking preventative action 
against any public utility my exist- 
ence might accidentally develop, I 
can hardly claim to be in some 
position of worldliness whereby I 
might deliver some advisory “let- 
ter from the outside” to under- 
graduates. 

I might mention, though, that 
what little experience I have had 
so far assures me that worldliness 


is something that nobody really 
develops. What happens is you get 
to a certain age when you realise 
that you can claim worldliness 
when you want to tell young peo- 
ple they're wrong. 

Normally, you reserve this for 
young people who irk your nostal- 
gia by seeming happy. 

However, if our baby boomer 
forebears are any example, we 
will live so long and there will be 
so goddamn many of us that our 
massive voting power, our drain 
on public funds, and our general 
capacity to leave the world a little 
shittier than the way we found it 
will ensure the prevention of any 
possible envy-inspiring happiness 
or greater ease of living for the 
young. 

Democracy and modern medi- 


cine together are above all the 
great engine for vindication of the 
jealousy of youth. They more than 
cancel out the effects of increasing 
affluence. Thus the claim to world- 
liness may well be obsolete. 

I have recently looked back 
on my degree reflectively and see 
what benefits I actually derived 
from it for my future. I realised 
there’s a lot of mythology around 
about university degrees. 

A university degree is some- 
thing nobody should turn down 
should they have the opportunity 
to pursue it - a point generally ig- 
nored by people who whinge about 
the very existence of higher educa- 
tion. 

So for my final article I thought 
I might go through some of these, 
and then I’ll bother you no more. 
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As time through the hourglass 

In the first place, there is the 
“waste of time” argument. The 
general listlessness of university 
students is, it is true, disconcert- 
ing. One can at any moment find 
more students drinking beer or 
coffee than studying, and the in- 
anity of their conversation is usu- 
ally enough to assure one that they 
are not simply on a break from a 
vigorous study routine. 

But that is a phenomenon 
hardly restricted to universities. 
There are any number of fully 
functional and productive busi- 
nesses, factories, and government 
departments where people spend 
more time socialising and busying 
themselves with bagatelles than 
they should in terms of marginal 
utility to themselves or to the cor- 
porate good. 

We cannot, however, meas- 
ure the benefits to general health 
and happiness of falling a little bit 
short of one’s calculated marginal 
utility. There are also, of course, 
plenty of offices, factories, perhaps 
even government departments, 
where all employed really do uti- 
lise their entire potential for pro- 
ductivity. Those places are creepy 
and weird. A day inside one would 
convince most sane people that 
some particular but implacable 
human value is displayed in the 
environment of leisure presented 
in the university. 

As for the inanity of student con- 
versation, that really is a worry. 
But we should remind ourselves 
that our primary evolutionary ad- 
vantage over other apes is neoteny. 
[Retention of juvenile characteristics 
into adulthood. -Ed.] Chimpanzees 
are avid learners throughout ado- 
lescence, but get to an age when 
they can no longer develop new 
abilities. Homo sapiens, sometime 
in prehistory, suspended them- 
selves in a permanent state of ado- 
lescence. 

The negative consequence of 


this was that human society would 
forever retain the violence and 
egoism of adolescence in abun- 
dance. But the great evolutionary 
advantage is that humans keep 
learning throughout their lives. 

There is a balance to be struck and 
our generation does not exemplify 
that balance. 

The reason might be that even 
in their undergraduate naivety, 
students sense the extent to 
which their professional lives will 
entail insecurity and the constant 
need for adaptation. The profes- 
sional norm of the future might 
be a discrete chain of short-term 
contracts rather than a career de- 
veloping in a single trajectory. 

Another way of saying this is 
that, if the economy is going to 
treat us like children, we might 
be inclined to act accordingly. The 
same can be said of governments, 
which seem every day to become 
more authoritarian. 

And more than this, much 
greater changes seem to lie ahead. 
The strain on resources seems 
such that money will not possibly 
be able to mean what it did for the 
last two hundred years of industri- 
al capitalism. The greatest repub- 
lic the world has ever known may 
have turned the same corner the 
second greatest republic turned 
around the time of Constantine. 

One can assume certain things 
about the senility of empires, as 
one can about people, who begin 
to obsessively chase non-existent 
enemies. 

I read somewhere that, when 
the inchoate stages of a species 
appear to be prolonged, it is of- 
ten a response to great impending 
changes in the external environ- 
ment. The listlessness, the naive- 
ty, the seemingly empty and di- 
rectionless hedonism of students 
might be a sign of something 
more than the fact that we are an 
indulged and stupid generation. 
University might not be to blame 
for this at all. 


What a waste of money! « 

The next whinge is usually the 
“waste of money” whinge, to do 
with the debt. 

The debt is certainly very cru- 
el. HECS is a lot like selling a small 
child a doughnut for a 10% share 
in the salary he earns when he is 
old enough to realise the meaning 
of money and contracts. Watch- 
ing the child lose interest in the 
world’s most expensive doughnut 
and leave it half-eaten on the plate 
is the same kind of pain as watch- 
ing students skip their $60 tutori- 
als to kick dumb footballs to their 
dumb mates. 

The HECS deductions on your 
paycheques are the leering ghosts 
of a former self you would strangle 
if you could reach through time. 


Since the consumer of education 
is singularly incapable of judging 
the value of the product, it is easy 
to claim that education is priced 
above its value. 

Many left-minded students 
would here interject that the state 
should pay, that doing so would be 
a great investment for future in- 
novation, and many other points 
which are as salient and valid as 
they are unhelpful. 

But in my short experience of 
working life, I can say with confi- 
dence that a university degree is 
indispensable. 

Let’s assume that you develop 
no skills whatsoever from univer- 
sity and gain only knowledge irrel- 
evant to any career you might pur- 
sue. This would not be abnormal. 

But even then, the degree is 
immeasurably valuable. Having a 
degree is simply the intellectual 
version of wearing a nice suit; 
people treat you as though you 
are confident and so you act con- 
fident. Employers might not think 
you will do a better job because 
you have a university degree, but 
they will expect you to be honest, 
they will expect, more important- 
ly, that you expect honesty from 
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them; as a result, they will rort 
you far less, and they will be more 
inclined to take a hands-off super- 
visory approach. 

All of this might not in the 
end make you more money, but 
there are things worth more than 
money. If the debt does not turn 
out to be a great investment it is 
still rarely a regrettable purchase 
in terms of basic quality of life. 

If you have an opportunity to 
do a degree in your youth, taking 
it now will save future generations 
the pain of facing you as an embit- 
tered and regretful mature-age 
student. 

When I grow up, I want to go 
to Bovine University! 

Finally, there is the “everything 
you need to know can be learned 
in the university of life” whinge. 
Frankly, this is an argument I 


don t really get. 

First of all, what is meant by 
need to know? 

Everything you actually need 
to know can probably be written 
on a small post-it note. The greater 
part of human civilisation can cer- 
tainly be regarded as consisting in 
superfluities, in the sense that the 
existence of humanity itself can 
easily be regarded as a superfluity. 

I suppose the argument here is 
meant to imply that if we stopped 
manufacturing electricity human 
life as we know it would grind to 
a halt, whereas if every expert on 
post-colonial literature suddenly 
dropped dead there would be no 
noticeable disadvantage to the 
lives of the remaining people. 

This is a piece of idiocy. People 
who say it know it is idiocy, and 
those who imply it while cagily 
avoiding saying it display self-de- 
nying idiocy. 


In my Quaker school I was always 
taught how John Woolman and 
a handful of others came, by be- 
ing steeped in philosophical and 
theological trifles, to bring about 
the end of slavery in Europe. Vice 
magazine’s education special fired 
off the following: 

Changing the World with Philoso- 
phy: 

This is the mission of people 
who are genuinely concerned 
about the world but can’t be 
fucked learning something use- 
ful like calculus or memorising 
the names of every bone in the 
human skeleton so they study 
philosophy or cultural stud- 
ies instead. When you mention 
that Aboriginal kids are being 
blinded by a chronic conjunc- 
tivitis that a rag and salt water 
could clear up, their tune is, "I’d 
rather fix people’s perceptions 
than their eyes.” Most of these 
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misguided philanthropists are 
going to be so miserable when 
they finally come to terms with 
how much it cost them to learn 
that “they think, therefore they 
are”, and that they are more 
than likely going to have to do 
another course if they ever want 
to get a real job, that they are 
best avoided at all costs. 

Though I believe the exam- 
ple is no longer relevant, taking 
it generally Vice misses the point 
that the fact that people living in a 
first-world country are allowed to 
suffer from easily cured diseases is 
actually the perfect demonstration 
that the problem involved here is 
purely cultural and entirely to do 
with human "perceptions”. What 
else could the problem possibly 
be? Lack of salt water? Dearth of 
rags? 

Neither calculus nor an ex- 
haustive knowledge of the human 
skeleton was necessary for the ab- 
olition of slavery. John Woolman 
may have had some trouble today 
in finding a “real job”, but what he 
found was surely more important 
than a career. 

The presupposition behind the 
"knowledge you need” argument 
seems to be that society is there, 
readymade, with positions it is our 
highest and most noble privilege 
to fill adequately. 

This forgets, or cynically pur- 
ports to forget, that we make our 
own society, that both the mak- 
ing and the changing of it require 
knowledge beyond the strictly 
necessary, and - most importantly 
- that what is regarded as “neces- 
sary” knowledge is entirely rela- 
tive to existing goals and purposes 
which are themselves contingent, 
not necessary. 

If all the philosophy or “cultur- 
al studies" scholars in the world 
disappeared few might notice, 
only because it takes a rare im- 
agination and sensitivity to notice 
the disappearance of the civilisa- 
tion we could have had. 


And more than this, let’s face 
it: the university of life kind of 
sucks. How many self-educated 
people honestly ramble less and 
enlighten more than successful 
university graduates? 

Do not think I mean to argue 
that the greatest or the most im- 
portant knowledge about life is 
only to be found in university. Is 
a self-educated person often far 
wiser than a cherished Oxford 
don? Of course. Is the great rich- 
ness of life to be found within the 
walls of a university? Of course 
not. Is Walt Whitman not right 
that greater and truer knowledge 
is gained in contemplation of the 
beautiful night sky than in all the 
books of cosmology in the world? 
Without a doubt. 

But life as a university is simply 
not very good. I think this point is 
really pretty obvious. Knowledge 
is readily available; criticism and 
guidance are not. 

Groups and movements which 
come with great success from out- 
side the academy always, upon 
closer examination, do so by repli- 
cating the exact conditions of the 
academy: individual knowledge is 
brought into communal exchange 
and mutual criticism, the more 
experienced provide guidance for 
the less experienced, and success- 
ful artefacts are preserved in some 
way for perusal by novices. 

Evelyn Waugh may have paid edu- 
cation a backhanded compliment 
when he noted that, like the flu, 
one can give it away without los- 
ing it oneself. But his sentiment 
is right. “University” need not 
mean, and cannot really sensibly 
mean, more than the contagion of 
knowledge amongst people. If the 
university of life means this, then 
every university is the university 
of life. But if the university of 
life’s degree consists in being left 
to pursue knowledge according 
to one’s impulses, of being criti- 
cally checked in one’s opinions 
only when one has the fortune 


(or misfortune) of sharing them 
with people who are educated on 
the subject and who one feels like 
listening to, then I think we have 
all had enough experience of its 
alumni to deliver it a fair judg- 
ment, and I will leave it at that. 

So as I leave this university, I can 
say, albeit without much worldly 
wisdom to back me up, that the 
criticisms one hears from time to 
time against higher education can 
be safely ignored. 

On the part of students and 
educators, the university could 
be a great deal better than it is. 
Nobody can doubt this. But as to 
university itself, meaning, as I 
said, nothing more than the com- 
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"The gain of education is not stable 
prospects or future security. It is 
the opposite: the true education is 
the deepening of one's experience 
of adventure in living. Like all great 
adventures, it is more than worth 
the sacrifice of security." 


munity of knowledge under the 
guidance of expertise, I can see no 
reason to wilfully miss out on it. If 
one finds another, less official ver- 
sion of university more suitable 
than the formal institutions, that 
is for the best. 

But if one forsakes the op- 
portunity to participate at all in 
higher education, official or unof- 
ficial, then it is that person who 
has cheated him or herself, while 
those groaning under the weight 
of the HECS debt have more than 
recouped. 

The gain of education is not 
stable prospects or future secu- 
rity. It is the opposite; the true 
education is the deepening of 
one’s experience of adventure in 
living. Like all great adventures, it 
is more than worth the sacrifice of 
security. ■ 
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If you thought the best part about elections was the ex- 
cuse to use the word “psephologist”, then think again! 

Woroni is here to guide you through the action, adven- 
ture, and excitement of the 2006 student elections. 

The ten percent or so of you who actually vote will be 
doing something important. . . if not for all students, then 
at least for the people running for office. So feel proud. 

And don’t forget to keep an eye out for the flyer of 
candidates’ statements that should be available around 
campus right now. 1 - The Woroni team 
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Where to vote 


At the University Union (in Union 
Court): 

• Monday, 28 August: 12.30-18.30 

• Tuesday, 29 August: 11.30-16.30 

• Wednesday, 30 August: 1.30-4.30 

• Thursday, 31 August: 10.30-4.30 


At the School of Art (near Chats): 

• Wednesday, 30 August: 10.30-12.30 


Make sure you bring your ANU student 
card so you can prove that you’re eligi- 
ble to vote. 
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PRESIDENTIAI/HOPEFULS 

With the election for the ANU Students’ Association just around 
the corner, the most important vote is for the president. Matt 
Laing asked three of the front-runners for the presidency about 
who they are and what they offer students. 


WORONlj Why do you want to he 
SA president? What makes you quali- 
fied? What experience do you have in 
student politics/administration? 

jEQU It’s a very different role 
from the one which I’m currently 
doing [President of Bruce Hall], so I 
don’t really see it as changing ven- 
ues - it’s a different experience, a 
different role. 

That being said, some of what 
I’ve been doing this year - such 
as working with the university on 
appeals processes and setting tar- 
iffs for halls and advocacy issues 
- have been thing which I’ve really 
enjoyed this year. 

One of the good things 

about the role of ANUSA 
president is that you get 
to try to help other people, 
and get people involved in 
the university, so its not 
just coming in for classes 
or hanging out in the bar 
when you’re not going to 
classes. I’m also approach- - 

ing the end of my degree, so m 

I thought it would be good 4 

to have one last challenge. 1 
I think we 
need a president with ex- 
perience in the workings of 
ANUSA. I was social officer > ( 
this year and have been 1 1 

chair of the C&S Commit- Jj 

tee. I have a lot of experi- flj 

ence in different campus jpl 

organisations, and I have £|[\1 

a lot of contact outside the L___ 


Interviewees’ Tickets | 

Tim Vines 

Indigo 

Claudia Newman-Martin 

Diversify 

Patrick Moody 

The ANU Zionist/Likud Party 

SA, which brings me into contact 
with new ideas about how to make 
the SA more relevant to students. 

I can see the value in the things 
that ANUSA provides and I want to 
maintain them... but I also want 
to change the things that students 
hate about ANUSA. Office-bearers 
lose perspective and sometimes 

waste time and money on irrel- 
evant things. We need to stream- 
line what we do here and ensure 
that the best services for students 
retain their funding. 

[F%VJ| Unlike the other SA 
presidents, I don’t eat meat from 
unclean animals like swine. Nor 
am I swine like certain other 
presidential candidates. 





flNa&PA ON THE TlJLSE- 


“ i, 


The other thing is I think 
I’m far more willing to take 
out the Katyusha rockets 
secreted in the Arts faculty 
than other candidates are. 

| WORONlj Given the low 
voter turnout in university 
elections, do you think the SA 
is terribly important in stu- 
dents’ lives? Can it be more 
relevant? How would try for 
a g reater participation rate? 

[QJJJ We have a turnout 
of about 11 %, which is high- 
er than many other univer- 
sities, and it has been slow- 
ly increasing over the past 
few years. I don’t know if 
that’s a reflection if ANUSA 
has become more relevant, 
or we just have more polsci/ 
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20 % 


IR majors. I’d like to think it's the 
former, but I’m not really sure. 

People within ANUSA or politi- 
cally active [students] on campus 
have often thought that the vast 
majority of student are politically 
apathetic and have taken an at- 
titude that, if they’re apathetic, 
then it doesn't really matter what 
we do. 

I don’t think that’s the case. I 
think people are just disillusioned, 
in part by the way that organisa- 
tions are run such as department- 
stacking, or inconvenient times 
for those who have to work. 

I also think ANUSA is slightly 
invisible and not linked enough to 
services which people access regu- 
larly. anusa hasn’t really even dif- 
ferentiated itself enough from the 
union. It’s commonly thought that 
ANUSA runs the Sport and Recrea- 
tion Association. I think we need 
to make information more acces- 
sible and transparent, so that peo- 
ple know what’s available. 


Absolutely; I really 
think ANUSA is failing to maintain 
the confidence of students. 

I believe the services we offer 
are important and we have a lot 
of good ideas here but students 
either don’t know about them or 
think they’re a huge waste of time 
and money. 

ANUSA has increasingly be- 
come a closed shop. Decisions are 
made in exec meetings and taken 
to SRC for approval, rather than 
consultation. We need to be more 
inclusive in the decision mak- 
ing process and ensure that CRC 
and SRC are able to participate 
meaningfully. We can fix that by 
ensuring that anusa becomes a 
bottom-up rather than top-down 
organisation. 

When we’re discussing real is- 
sues, that’s when students will get 
out and vote. 

* I don’t think its so much 
students’ lives we should be con- 
cerned with; it’s Palestinian chil- 


dren's lives - and ending them. 
The SA has done not enough work 
to bomb Palestinian schools - or 
as I like to call them, academies of 
terrorism. 

WORONlj How do you feel about 
VSU and the way this university has 
approached it? 

him I’ve always opposed vsu. 
I guess another reason I wanted to 
run was that you often spend so 
much time arguing against these 
things around tables over coffees, 
and the chance to do actually do 
something about those beliefs. 

I think, looking around at 
other universities, that ANUSA has 
pulled off a pretty good deal with 
the university in terms of main- 
taining core funding. I also think 
we’re in a lucky position in that 
the counselling service and other 
services are already funded by the 
university. 

But what I think is most threat- 
ened is clubs and societies, and 
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Diversify 


A ticket run by ex-Indie Claudia 
Newman-Martin. 

Claudia has allied herself with 
Labor Right and the party is made 
up of Labor Right ex-Indies and 
some unaffiliated candidates. 

Diversify represents the 
right’s latest and best attempt to 
adopt the Indies’ tactic of picking 
politically unaffiliated, popular 
students to run for office. 

Indigo 

This is a party called the Indies 
which has held control of anusa 
for almost a decade. They market 
themselves as independent, al- 
though in reality they are a politi- 
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VOTE 


they are the things students are 
most involved in. So I would like 
to ensure that those were able to 
continue, and that anusa was able 
to reprioritise and if necessary 
reassess where some of its funds 
went to maintain those avenues 
for studen ts. 

IhIAij >) iflf Obviously I was 
anti-VSU, but we are at the stage 
where we have to stop focusing 
on hating vsu and concentrate on 
dealing with VSU. We have been 
extremely lucky in gaining the 
university’s support, but we can’t 
take it for granted. 

We need to assess what people 
value in the Students’ Association. 
We need to invest our reserves and 
we need to seek sponsorship. And 
we need to focus on those areas 
that can publicise the important 
role that the SA plays like clubs 
and societies. 

§252 vsu is a good way to get 
rid of terrorists from the SA, be- 
cause a common theme between 


Lebanese and Palestinians is that 
they don’t have much money, so 
they won’t be spending what lit- 
tle they have on union fees - only 
good Israeli students can afford to 
be part of the SA. 

1 WOROnT What services do you 
think are the most important contri- 
butions by theSA? 

initM A big problem with clubs 
and societies is that many people 
do not connect them with ANUSA, 
and to be honest there is no real 
incentive for people to do that. I 
mean, you go to Debsoc and have 
your free pizza, and you don’t nec- 
essarily associate that with a grant 
from anusa. 

So in a way, I think c&S are very 
important, but it doesn’t often get 
recognition for that fact. 

The other most important thing 
it does are the appeals through the 
VP and president, and the work it 
does representing students on a 
number of committees around the 


cal party. Traditionally they very 
successful at winning elections, 
and once again running a ticket 
for the continuation of the status 
quo they have established. 

I Can See Queerly Now 

This is reasonably self-explana- 
tory. It’s a one issue ticket, and a 
tongue-and-cheek approach to 
campaigning that has seen a fairly 
low level of success for these guys 
in past years, but has not dulled 
their enthusiasm at all. 

Mosaic 

Better known as the Liberal Par- 
, ty. After several years of hiding, 
these hardened foot soldiers of the 


Howard government have submit- 
ted themselves to scrutiny once 
more. Like almost every urban 
university campus in Australia, 
the ANU hasn’t seen a liberal ad- 
ministration in more than a gen- 
eration. They are also pro-vsu. 

Students against Racism and 
War 

These guys are the socialists - or 
rather one particular brand of 
them. More specifically they are 
the Socialist Alternative - as op- 
posed to the other socialists, the 
Socialist Alliance. Notable mem- 
bers include disgraced ex-Educa- 
tion Officer James Higgins and 
charismatic Marxism professor 
Rick Kuhn. 


university. 

Emm I know Laura was 
asked by the university to provide 
five priority areas this year. 

I thought a lot about what my 
five priorities areas would be. I 
think number one should always 
be our welfare and legal services. 
They are always booked out and 
people absolutely need those av- 
enues of support. 

Secondly, clubs and societies. 
Most students come into contact 
with ANUSA through the fun they 
have in clubs and societies and 
through O-Week and Bush Week. 
The university is not funding C&S, 
so the SA needs to have a way to 
obtain funds for that. 

Beyond that, we have to look at 
improving standards of education 
at the ANU. We have a big role in 
helping students to balance work, 
social life, and academic life, as 
well as lobbying the government 
on student advocacy. 

E39 Defence. 


All Left All Stars 

Indistinguishable from other la- 
bour parties to the naked eye, the 
Left Labor party are slightly more 
left than Labor Right but less left 
than the Socialists. The implica- 
tions for policy are unclear. 

Collective endorsed 

These guys are the people whom 
the respective collective (Educa- 
tion, Women’s, Sexuality, Environ- 
ment, Disabilities, or Indigenous) 
have endorsed as who they want 
to head the department next year. 

Don’t be fooled though, meet- 
ings are often stacked so that par- 
achute candidates get endorsed by 
force of political numbers. 
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WHO YOU'RE VOTING FOR 







WORONI Do you think the current 
administration has been successful? 
How can it be improved? Why was it 
(unsuccessful? 

I think they have done 
a reasonable job in staying the 
course and securing funding for 
services and grants to C&S. 

I think that's good, but its not 
sustainable obviously. The chal- 
lenge next year will be to make 
sure that where we give out mon- 
ey, we make sure that it’s being 
used to provide the best sort of ex- 
perience or representation for the 
largest number of students. 

I think the issue of money 
should never be one of “if we give 
you money then we have con- 
trol over you”, but “if we give you 
money you are now accountable to 
students, to ANUSA”, and that you 
are doing your job and not aban- 
doning it for politics. 


And I’d really like to make sure 
we have adequate student repre- 
sentation in the new college sys- 
tem the university is implement- 
ing. There is always more to do. 

mam I think the cur- 
rent administration has done an 
okay job given the challenges and 
changes they faced this year. 

It was a scary year with VSU 
and I think we responded to that 
quite well. 

The day-to-day running of the 
SA has been good, but we should 
have concentrated our resources. 
Clubs and societies just won’t sur- 
vive under the current projected 
budget. 

While bigger clubs can secure 
individual sponsorship, smaller 
clubs are almost totally reliant on 
us for funding, and it’s naive of the 
SA to think that they too can sur- 
vive on sponsorship. We need to 


ensure the survival of these clubs 
by securing funds on their behalf, 
and that’s the kind of policy we 
didn’t see this year. 

Financial mismanagement 
has been a big problem. Clubs and 
societies would be looking at an 
extra $20,000 or more if anusa’s 
cash reserves had been invested at 
the start of the year. 

In VSU conditions, that kind 
of lack of action is pretty inexcus- 
able. So there’s plenty of room for 
improvement - we need to realign 
our priorities with those of the 
student body. 

There are also educational is- 
sues; we need to be finding a strat- 
egy for getting lecturers to tape 
rather than just talking about it. 
And there are still transportation 
issues: parking is a nightmare, and 
ACTION hardly has any services 
running through campus. 
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These are the little things that 
make uni that much more difficult 
for students who have to balance 
academic and work pressures. 

1233 The current administra- 
tion hasn’t been successful at all - 
look at the situation in Israel. The 
current administration has done 
nothing to rectify the situation; 
our children are being attacked 
24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
and Laura Crespo has done noth- 
ing about it. 


SA should be bigger, smaller, 
or about the same? 

UtAi I would be very | 

cautious of expanding, 
especially in the new eco- 
nomic environment, out _ 

into areas where we cannot 
support ourselves. When f 

you have a limited amount 
of money, and election for 
a set number of positions, 
you don’t want to fragment 
that too much. 

I think anusa at the L 

moment probably has a W 

good balance. & 

About the I 

same. We have the right J 

number of representatives, 
but we can use them much 
more effectively. 

People work harder lf\C 

when they are given speci- 
fic tasks or projects. I think 
that giving gen-reps port- 
folios would be a good first step. 

ANUSA has to become more in- 
clusive. The exec cannot make all 
the decisions without consulting 
the broader student body. We need 
to keep perspective. 

T7T8 It should be bigger, and 
involve a defence force. The IDF. 

WORONlj if y 0 u had to prioritise, 
what student service would you cut: 
the welfare officer, the legal officer, 
clubs and societies, or departments? 

tjyjJ I n terms of VSU, you have 


to look at things like the legal of- 
ficer and welfare officer, and how 
many people use those things 
when we had gsf. A lot of people 
wouldn’t have considered those 
things important because they 
never use them. 

That said, if someone walked 
in and they had an issue with Cen- 
trelink or they had a legal issue 
needed help with, and ANUSA was 
able to help them, then they’d be 
life long converts to GSF. 


w 


were raising their money, and see 
if they were able to increase mem- 
bership fees or whether there were 
sponsorship possibilities. 

I’d streamline de- 
partments. Clubs and societies 
are enjoyed by the majority of 
students and would be missed if 
we removed them. Welfare and le- 
gal services are just too crucial to 
cut... they can make the difference 
for students who would otherwise 
have to drop out. 

If we manage our re- 
sources well we won’t have 
to cut anything, but if I had 
to make the choice between 
those four, I’d cut the de- 
partments. Departments 
play a vital supporting role, 
but they already have sup- 
porting clubs and societies, 
such as the Rapunzel Room 
and the Women’s Depart- 
ment. It’s a role that could 
be streamlined and a role 
that doesn’t need to cost 
much. 

|2E[ The legal officer. 
They know a lot about hu- 
man rights law, and we’ve 
violated a lot, so quite 
frankly we don’t want any- 
pfpX’ thing to do with the legal 
officer. 


Apparent 


TfjPt? 


I think that it’s a balancing 
act between C&S which have the 
highest turnout and the greatest 
input in student life, but at the 
same time the vital importance of 
things like the welfare officer and 
legal officer, even though they are 
important to a smaller percentage 
of students. 

If money was needed, then be- 
fore cutting anything we would 
look at club, societies and depart- 
ments to find out where money 
was being spent and see how they 


i WORONf] Who would you 

vote for in the next federal 
election? 

|322| That’s a very dif- 
ficult question. I’m more likely to 
vote on the issues, and for a non- 
major party. I’m one of those peo- 
ple who fill out the whole ballot 
underneath the line. 

I'd vote for Squigey 
Man [laughs], who I voted for in 
the last federal election. He’s re- 
ally awesome because wants to de- 
crease the amount of tax paid by 
low income earners to create more 
incentive to get off welfare and go 
to work. 

EO Family First. ■ 


(« 
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Ah, the days when "I Can’t Believe 
It’s Not Butter” parodies were ac- 
tually funny! 

The silly thing about this tick- 
et name was that, after we regis- 
tered it, it became apparent that 
we were parodying the dirty Libs 
instead. (This was back when they 
actually had the guts to run for of- 
fice, instead of hanging back and 
cowardly flinging apples at good 
flag-burning citizens.) 

While candidate statements 
that year had no central theme 
other than being offensive, the 
stunt back in ’03 certainly rates as 
the most offensive to date. 

It consisted of an impromptu 
John Howard-idolising Ku Klux 
Klan march through the centre of 


Union Court. 

(Needless to say, we didn’t all 
own white bedsheets, and we were 
all too poor to afford new ones, so 
some of our rednecks were sport- 
ing fashionable green, blue or pink 
Klan outfits.) 

The climax of the day was 
meant to be a good old flag-burn- 
ing; however, this was summarily 
vetoed by our Dear Leader when 
he discovered his bedsheet was 
highly flammable. 

However, we did make up for it 
by entirely unintentionally hold- 
ing our march through the middle 
of multicultural day. I don’t think 
the Malaysian Students Society 
have forgiven us yet. 

Fair enough, really. 


Above Matt Laing and Rob Murphy's 
creation from 2004 


Terrorism Yeh 


strung one of our own candidates 
up in front of the Students’ Asso- 
ciation; however, the highlight was 
when the Commonwealth Bank, 
in justifiable fear of our mighty 
Super Soakers and miniaturised 
cardboard 747, called the police... 
who then (disturbingly) called 
anu security. (Does the anu have 
a secret swat team we don’t know 
about? Find out in the next issue 
of ANU Student Watch...) 

Security called us into the Stu- 
dents’ Association and gave us a 
stern talking to. A week later, we 
received a letter threatening legal 
action and expulsion. 

Needless to say, we didn’t pay 
attention, because the problem 
multiplied with our 2005 effort... 


Terrorism Yeh, or TY as the cow- 
ardly electoral officials chose to 
call us, remains the height of my 
joke ticket career to date, having 
generated the most amusing (to 
us) reaction from university au- 
thorities and the general student 
population alike. 

Candidate statements reached 
a new low with one being cited for 
associating Arabs with terrorism. 
(The same statement also associ- 
ated the Irish with terrorism, and 
yet we didn’t get criticised for that. 
DSP is clearly incompetent when 
it comes to protecting the Irish 
against vilifyin g remarks. That, 
and they like to hHHHNHK 
just like Mel Gibson when drunk.) 

Another was reprimanded on 


the basis that sadomasochism was 
for some reason not a desired trait 
for the Education Officer. 

While not prima facie as offen- 
sive as the “ 1 ” stunt, TY tops the 
list for the biggest furore caused 
and most effort put in. The basic 
premise of TY was a terrorist raid 
on Union Court on the final day 
of polling. So out we charged in 
military fatigues (some of which 
may or may not have been fluoro 
pink, contravening the Australian 
military’s “don’t ask, don’t tell” 
policy), carrying an array of obvi- 
ously fake weapons, and one of us 
wearing a refrigerator-sized card- 
board plane suit with which to fly 
into buildings. 

We took a pollster hostage and 
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Independence ran a somewhat 
more direct attack on the Indie 
party of last year “Synergize” 
(what annoying verb will they 
come up with this year?), given 
the somewhat easy opening of last 
year’s Indie poster designers, us- 
ing the flag of imperial Japan as a 
base ran some very amusing prop- 
aganda attacks with what were, 
quite frankly, the best-designed 
posters of the campaign. 

Whilst the indies tried to kick 
up a stink, let’s face it, they haven’t 
lost in the last fourteen years. 

And anyway, the chance that 
Labor will get elected is about the 
same as the chance of that guy 
whose number you got off the Law 
Library toilets actually having a 
nine-inch penis. 


spectively, because Satan has the 
entire Economics and Commerce 
Society at his disposal for financial 
issues, and we figured the Anti- 
Christ would hold better parties. 

That faction’s efforts climaxed 
in a crucifixion held in Union 
Court, where their Jesus was 
nailed to the Cross by a certain 
nameless Jewish Right Labor big- 
wig. 

Jesus, attached to the cross, 
was then not permitted to enter 
the polling booth firstly because 
he was considered to be election- 
eering (we dispute that, but the 
people in charge of the election 
don’t bother to respond to our an- 
gry letters any more), and secondly 
because it was difficult for him to 
get through doors. 


In an entirely unintentional yet 
distinctly appropriate parody of 
anu's Labor wannabes (because, 
let’s face it, joke tickets are about 
as representative of the general 
student populace as that mob, if 
not more so, hey, at least we have 
a sense of fricking humour), in 
2005, due to internal disagree- 
ments amongst the heirs of the 
previous joke ticket’s executive’s 
legacy, the joke ticket split into 
two factions, the stunt faction 
“Apocalypse Now!” and the poster 
faction “Independence”. 

Apocalypse Now ran with a 
strong apocalypse theme, running 
the Holy Trinity for president, 
vice-president, and general secre- 
tary; and Satan and the Antichrist 
as treasurer and social officer re- 


So why should each and every Woroni reader vote for a 
joke ticket candidate this year? Because elections are an- 
noying, and so are student politicians. 

Do you really want to encourage either? We thought 
not. Keep an eye out for this year for crazy stunts and 
offensive candidates, then vote for them. Or else. ■ 


‘Socialist mternative 


The biggest difference between the 
Socialist Alternative and the other 
joke tickets mentioned is that the 
other joke ticket candidates bathe 
and are likely to be employed when 
they graduate. 

The second biggest difference is 
that the other joke tickets were ac- 


tually trying to be funny, whereas 
we’re fairly sure these guys aren’t. 

However, the most significant 
reason I mention these guys is 
that they tried to have joke tickets 
banned after TY. 

Yet there is not a single sig- 
nificant electoral criticism made 


about us that don’t also apply to 
them. 

Offensive to right-minded 
people? Yep. Ridiculous candidate 
statements? Check. Unlikely to 
win unless running only against 
another joke candidate? Abso- 
lutely. 
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Indie ticket isn’t independent 


Claudia Newman-Martin explains why the Diversify ticket 
exists, and why its truly independent, unlike the Indies 


Perhaps for the first time, this 
year’s election will see two inde- 
pendent electoral tickets face one 
another at the polls. 

For those of you who missed 
anu Student Watch’s scintillating 
analysis of student politics, the In- 
dies are currently the major politi- 
cal force on campus. This group of 
independents runs a ticket in elec- 
tions to collectively increase their 
chances. 

During elections, the Indies dif- 
ferentiate themselves by claiming 
that they are the only independent 
ticket, whether or not this is true. 
For nine years, the Indies have 
maintained power by painting the 
opposition with a “political hack” 
brush. Yet this year, the Indies will 
be forced to change their tune as 
another independent ticket enters 
the race. 

My greatest hope is that, for 
the first time in memory, this elec- 
tion will be fought on the basis of 
policy, on a comparative assess- 
ment of the merits of each candi- 
date, and won’t be hijacked by the 
Indies labelling every other ticket 
“political”. 

I am a big believer in the philoso- 
phy behind independent tickets. 
There is no place for party poli- 
tics in the Students’ Association. 
Elected representatives should di- 
rectly represent the opinions and 
needs of their peers. I believe in 
each individual making a decision 
on student issues on the basis of 
personal conscience and popular 
opinion. 

In my time in the sa, I have 
enjoyed being able to vote the way 
I wished, regardless of whether 
or not the rest of the people who 


were elected on my ticket agreed 
with me or not. I want to see this 
tradition continued. 

Interestingly, when it comes to 
elections, the Indies somehow lose 
their independent ideals. If you 
hold that individuals should be 
able to make independent choices, 
and if you believe that party poli- 
tics has no place in the Students’ 
Association, then it is very dif- 
ficult to accept the Indies’ vehe- 
ment attacks on any individual 
who runs for a position on the SA 
without first gaining endorsement 
in a closed-door and confidential 
meeting. 

It is difficult to understand 
how a small group of Indies can 
act with such authority in allocat- 
ing people positions on the ticket 
rather than allowing people to 
choose the positions that they 
believe they would best fulfil. To 
me, an independent group cannot 
be formed from above. By hand- 
picking people and placing them 
in positions rather than allowing 
choice, the Indies act more like 
a political party than any other 
group on campus. 

Et voila Diversify 

Thus, in the spirit of independence, 
I have joined with a diverse group 
of students who are interested in 
specific positions. Our ticket val- 
ues competence above politics. 

Together, we have created a 
ticket that brings together a team 
of people who share the independ- 
ent philosophy, who want to serve 
students, and who are running for 
positions they truly want, not po- 
sitions that have been allocated to 
them by former ticket members. 


Of course, there are members 
of different political parties on 
this ticket. We have people run- 
ning for nus who are members 
of Labor Left. Shobaz Kandola 
happily acknowledges his mem- 
bership of the Labor Party. Tully 
Fletcher is an active member of 
the Australian Greens. Nexus has 
suggested candidates who are in- 
terested in holding positions in 
the Students’ Association and can 
voice the opinions of their peers. 

Anna Verney and I have never 
had any involvement in party poli- 
tics. 

Does this make our ticket a po- 
litical ticket? Absolutely not. Peo- 
ple on all tickets will have ideas 
and opinions, this does not make 
the ticket political. 

A political ticket is a ticket 
which binds people to vote or be- 
have in a certain way. It is a ticket 
which clings to one way of thought 
with no room for discussion or dis- 
sent. Apolitical ticket is one which 
allows a small minority to make 
big decisions behind closed doors 
without consultation. A political 
ticket is one which encourages 
people to vote as directed in order 
to reward them at next year’s elec- 
tions. 

In order to create the strong- 
est and most effective Students’ 
Association we must allow for the 
exchange of ideas, for independ- 
ence of thought, for independence 
of action. For the purposes of ac- 
countability you need transparen- 
cy. Representatives need not fear 
that a vote against my ideas will 
mean that they are disadvantaged 
next election. That’s why I am now 
a true independent, and not just 
an Indie. ■ 


((( 
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And with 
Grosso’s final kick, 
the World Cup was over. 

In that instant the euphoria and 
magic of the Cup flickered away, to 
wherever it hides for the 47 month- 
between-cup duration. 

In those first post-final hours, 
many minds will have inevitably 
been reflecting on the Cup as it was 
or alternatively for many of us, for 
what it could have been. But without 
daring to tread into the downward 
spiral of what could have been, there 
have been some things that have re- 
peatedly courted my attention dur- 
ing the Cup. 

I have been thinking about na- 
tionalism; of all sorts but particu- 
larly the Australian variety and how 
the World Cup is this microcosm of 
the whole nationalism thing. And 
my experiences in Germany with 
this World Cup have given me a lot 
to ponder about what it means to 
“belong” to a nation. 

My story roughly runs a lit- 
tle along those cliched lines of the 
good (friendly exchanges between 


I \ nations, graceful 

I \ Si w i nners and losers), 

I 1 6* the bad (violence 

1 between fans or fel- 

j «g low nationals decid- 

; O ing who is and isn’t 

I Australian), and the 

I $ ugly (The English). 

I My first real 

I taste of the World 

/ Cup experience was 

/ my arrival in Kaisers- 

/ irSf lautern barely an hour 
/ before the Australia- 

Japan kick-off. 

I had hints of what 
was to come on the train 
there and through encoun- 
ters with fans from other 
Sr teams, but that first day in Kai- 

serslautern epitomised the crazy 
atmosphere of the World Cup. Be- 
fore and during the game fans were 
everywhere, mixing it up, randomly 
chatting, in a fantastic carnivale set- 
ting. 

However, it was the aftermath of 
the stunning Australian comeback 
that sticks in my mind. Of course, 
the amazing sensation of a team 
coming in from thirty-two years out 
in the football cold was there and we 
all lapped it up. But I noticed some 
other little details. 

The passing couple, one partner 
in green and gold and the other in 
the blue strip of the Japanese team. 
Team shirts exchanged between 
fans of all nationalities. Aussies and 
Japanese both asking one another to 
be in photos. Germans decked out in 
the colours and strips of whatever 
foreign team they were following. 

These encounters were the stan- 
dard during the Cup, whether it was 
samba in the street with the Brazil- 
ians after defeat or drunken con- 
gratulations from passing Croatians, 
who donated a Croat team strip to 
the “Clothe My Family” fund. 

I don't need to go much further 
into detail: everyone (I hope) has ex- 
perienced the warmth of the meeting 
of people from different cultures. 

Before every World Cup, there 
is always the fear of nationalistic 
clashes between angry fans from 



different teams. This is definitely the 
"bad” side of nationalism. This pros- 
pect had crossed my mind and it is 
the typical concern for those going 
along to such events. 

Thankfully, I didn’t encounter 
any conflicts but do remember vague 
reports of violence in the media. I 
could never be quite sure if they were 
talking about the threat of them hap- 
pening or their actual occurrence (as 
I do not speak any German) but'they 
were very much in the public mind. 

There was another “bad” element 
that I noticed was quite different, 
one that slips under the public ra- 
dar and that is much more insidious 
then that of hooligans abusing ran- 
doms because they are associated 
with a patch of soil that is different 
to their own. 

It boils down to outing someone 
from your nation, in this case be- 
cause of their skin colour, for what- 
ever “difference” is convenient at the 
time. 

The night before the match in 
Kaiserslautern, some random in an 
Socceroos supporter strip went up to 
my little sister’s boy friend and told 
him, “You’re not Australian - take 
that bloody shirt off.” 

Kaz, the guy in question, is a 
born-and-bred Canberra boy with a 
Croatian father and a Laotian moth- 
er - a really handsome mix. Where 
do I begin in pointing out the bull- 
shit in that random’s assumptions 
about what Australia is? 

For starters, where else in the 
world would you find a family that 
had heritage from Laos and Croatia 
but in Australia? Those two countries 
have no link whatsoever and in fact, 
such a mix is uniquely Australian. 

Also, what about our accept- 
ing and embracing of all people, ir- 
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respective of whatever pile of dirt 
they’ve “come from”, an attitude that 
I saw in action numerous times at 
the World Cup as well? 

And possibly, the most ironic 
thing of all is the fact that the shirt 
that Kaz was wearing, the shirt that 
the random so detested Kaz for, had 
Kaz’s own last name printed across 
the back. It was his strip, an Austral- 
ian soccer team strip. 

Surely some of you will be a little 
clueless as to what I am alluding too 
but I hope I have given enough hints 
about Kaz so that you can truly ap- 
preciate the irony of a clueless ran- 
dom telling someone of Kaz’s ilk that 
he is “not Australian”. 

Strangely enough, even my little 
sister encountered incredulous “you 
can’t be an Australian!” from occa- 
sion passers-by. Perhaps it’s that an 
obviously Anglo “Australian” chick 
would never be keen enough come 
half way across the world to watch 
the soccer? That’s another kettle of 
fish altogether... 

So how I am to make my mind 
up about what I experienced? This 
division between the vast major- 
ity of Australians accepting people 
from all parts of the world, interact- 
ing with them on equal terms and 
generally having a good, fun-for-all 
time and those few Australians that 
accused others of being non-Austral- 
ian or weren’t so friendly to others 
around them. 

Well, after giving it some thought, 
I decided that my experiences at the 
World Cup reinforced those from 
back home and that I now picture 
this division as there being two sto- 
ries or narratives of what Australia is 
and what it represents, running side 
by side in the Australian community 
and perhaps in our own minds. 

The first story is that of Austral- 
ians as a diverse mix from round the 


globe, who are ultimately accepting 
of all people, regardless of the petty 
differences between humans. This I 
see as the inclusive sort of Australia. 

The second story is an Australia 
that has no memory of its past or its 
reality, that imagines only the slight, 
Anglo-majority as true Australians, 
that sees “non-Australians” as un- 
worthy, second rate, substandard. 

This is the story of the exclusive 
Australia, that seeks to exclude "dif- 
ference” from some sort of impossi- 
ble concept of pure Australia. 

Maybe at this point you are 
thinking to yourself which of these 
two stories is more "current” or “cor- 
rect”; which one better represents 
what is happening in Australia now? 
If you are thinking like this, I warn 
you, this is not the way to go about 
understanding what is happening in 
Australia. 

The reason why I have described 
this situation in terms of two stories 
is that these stories both exist and 
they are not finished and never will 
be. Those people that call themselves 
Australians will continue to write 
these stories and we should not be 
fooled into thinking one or the other 
is how it will always be. 

These stories have come about 
and will continue to exist as long as 
there are people out there writing 
them: its up to us to decide which 
one we want to write, to promote 
and champion. And this is my plea 
to you. 

If you want an inclusive Austral- 
ian identity, which I think most of 
you do, then you have to actively 
“write” it and make it, because there 
are those out there that are writing 
the other story and they won’t go 
away if we ignore them. Write our 
story by encouraging confidence, 
respect and trust in all people you 










encounter, irrespective of their race, 
sexuality, creed, or status. • 

Don’t uncomfortably ignore peo- 
ple who slander you or those around 
you, for whatever reasons they’ve 
made up on the day. Stand up and 
say anything, something as simple 
as, “No, that’s fucked, that’s wrong.” 
Don’t be fooled into thinking that 
exclusionary people will go away if 
we stick our head in the sand. 

I am not arguing that exclusion 
and rejection as concepts should be 
totally done away with. In fact, in 
select ways, I am encouraging you 
to reject and exclude when it comes 
to the exclusive side of Australian 
identity. 

The real key in this is that we 
should reject and exclude people’s 
ideas and words but never their per- 
sonal circumstances. Whether this 
is the actions and beliefs of locals 
at the Cronulla race riots or the few 
members of the Lebanese commu- 
nity that responded to the riots with 
attacks. 

What both groups did was wrong 
because both rejected the idea of an 
inclusive society. But being wrong 
doesn’t deny someone their basic 
humanity. This is the essence of the 
idea of "turning the other cheek”, a 
public defiance of what has been said 
and a public acknowledgement of 
someone being wronged. We should 
not underestimate the power of such 
an approach. 

So I guess that is where I will 
leave you. I hope that my little blat 
has given you something to think 
about. If there is anything I need to 
remind you of, its that you have to 
remember that the things around us, 
within our society, are continuously 
being renewed by our ideas and ac- 
tions. 

We are constantly writing and 
making society as we live our lives 
and this is something that we can- 
not rely on others to do for us. Each 
of us, in our tiny, small, and perhaps 
strange ways, have to engage and 
participate in the society and envi- 
ronment around us if we are to live 
in anything like a desirable world. 

Yay for cheap shots! ■ 
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NUMBERS 


in the 


ANU- 


If you had to pick a watering hole, which would it be? 


Mooseheads 


anu Bar 


The park near your house 


Academy 


Cube 


IlLj 8 (all from Burgmann) 


in 

The Phoenix . 


The aspirational classes 


• Where do you aim to work when you graduate? 


Public service 


Lawfirm mmsMt 


Gardener 

tBstasMa*.: . .untoM 


Dog catcher 


Septic tank cleaner 


That homeless guy who col- 0 
lects cigarette butts in Civic iH 
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Fat people 


• What’s your opinion on the obesity epedemic? 

Fat people are the 12 

new black! tlUl 4 

Gross - they should be fried :." v ' 

and served with onions 12 

As long as it’s not my kids, '%$>> 13 

what do I care? 3 

Are you going to have that, 12 

or can I eat it? HHH 4 


You’re in Civic and a man collapses nearby. No one else is around. Do you 

Pocket his wallet and leave 
him for the magpies 

Walk straight by - you're 
almost late for yoga 

Whip out your camcorder 
- it'll be huge on YouTube! 

Scream "Help!" in case you 
get sued, then leave 

Try cpr, steal his wallet, and 
whip out your camcorder 


7 {all studying journalism) 


With boundless plains to share 


What’s your view on asylum seekers? 

It's our country. . . Elill 
let them eat ocean 


Open the floodgates 


Pick the pretty ones and 
then throw the rest back 


14 ( all engineering students) 


UC respondents 

All results are perfectly accurate and use state-of-the-art statistical methods 
especially those results that make UC students out to be frickin ridiculous. 


anu respondents 
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Josh Gordon-Carr 


The recent Israel-Lebanon con- 
flict has been shocking for two 
reasons: the unnecessary deaths 
of civilians on both sides and the 
extreme bias in the community. 

Looking at any conflict, my 
sympathies always lie with the 
victims, the civilians: in this case, 
Lebanese and Israeli, who have 
had a conflict forced upon them. 

Expressing sympathy for the 
civilians on both sides or a sensi- 
ble and moderate view, encoun- 
ters extreme accusations of being 
apologists for Israel. This is not 
the case. 

These same accusers are the 
people who cheered the death of 
Asaf Namer, an Australian-Israeli 
citizen at a “peace” protest. They 
have lost their morality and hu- 
manity. 

A summary of the conflict 

In a region as important as the 
Middle East, it is easy, courtesy of 
our media and extremist groups 
in the community, to be polarised. 
Many people do not have time to 
learn in depth about international 
issues. 

In short, on 12 July Hezbollah 
launched an unprovoked raid into 
Israel, attacking an Israeli border 
patrol, killing eight Israeli soldiers, 
and capturing two. Saudi Arabia 
was the first country to condemn 
Hezbollah as the perpetrator of 
the current conflict 1 : “These ele- 
ments [Hezbollah] should bear the 
responsibility for their irresponsi- 
ble actions and they alone should 
end the crisis they have created.” 

On 13 July, Israel responded by 
bombing Hezbollah targets and 
routes by which it believed Hez- 
bollah would try to remove the 
captured soldiers. 

Looking back in history, Hez- 


bollah was founded as a terrorist 
organisation in 1982 to create an 
Islamic revolution in Lebanon and 
eliminate the state of Israel whose 
soldiers were in southern Lebanon 
during the Lebanon Civil War. It 
moved into politics, but kept its 
private army, and retained its de- 
sire to destroy the state of Israel. 

In 2000 Israel withdrew com- 
pletely from all Lebanese terri- 
tory. The UN certified this with- 
drawal. Shebaa Farms, which is a 
small parcel of land in the Golan 
Heights, is now being claimed as 
part of Lebanon by Hezbollah. 
Simply put: it is not 2 . 

In 1967 and 1973, when Israel 
was attacked by Syria, Israel took 
control of that territory, which 
had previously belonged to Syria. 
The UN has said that the return of 
the Golan Heights which includes 
the 25 square kilometre area will 
be discussed between Syria and 
Israel. 

Immediately after the with- 
drawal of Israeli troops in 2000, 
who had been in Lebanon for 18 
years, Syrian troops moved in, 
occupying positions in Lebanon, 
and exerting influence on Leba- 
non’s government. Syrian troops 
were evicted from Lebanon by the 
international community in 2005 
when the Syrian secret service 
murdered Rafiq Hariri, a promi- 
nent Lebanese politician and busi- 
nessman, who sought to distance 
Lebanon from Syrian influence. 
Syria continued to support Hez- 
bollah, by supplying it with weap- 
ons from Iran. 

Iran, a Shiite country, sup- 
ports Hezbollah as a Shiite group, 
by supplying it with more than 
13,000 missiles and launchers; 
Hezbollah’s militants also train 
in Iran. Hezbollah takes guidance 
from Iran, with Hezbollah viewing 
Supreme Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
of Iran as its ultimate authority. It 
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is alleged that the original attack 
by Hezbollah was called by Iran 
to take attention away from Iran, 
who at the time was about to face 
economic sanctions by the g8 in 
view of their wish to acquire nu- 
clear weapons and technology. 

Civilian victims 

Looking to the current conflict in 
Lebanon and Israel, it is plain to 
see that the victims of Hezbollah’s 
aggression are the civilians on 
both sides, Israeli’s and Lebanese. 

Hezbollah has fired more than 
3,500 rockets into northern Is- 
rael, explicitly targeting civilians. 
These rockets do not discriminate, 
and targeting Haifa, Israel’s third 
largest city, which for more than 
fifty years has been a city where 
Jews, Muslims and Christians 
have lived in harmony, signals 
that Hezbollah is not attacking 
Jews, but attacking those who call 
Israel home. 

It is one thing to attack mili- 
tary installations, and to attack 
the IDF, but expressly and inten- 
tionally targeting civilians is a 
clear reason why Hezbollah is and 
should be considered a terrorist 
organisation. 

In Lebanon, Hezbollah has 
built up military installations in 
and around residential areas of 
cities in southern Lebanon, in- 
cluding suburbs of Beirut. Israel’s 
targeting of these installations, 
has caused huge suffering to Leba- 
nese civilians, who have been held 
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ransom by Hezbollah’s military 
presence since Israel’s 2000 with- 
drawal. The Lebanese civilians are 
victims of Hezbollah because they 
have never had any power to stop 
Hezbollah, and with the Israeli Air 
Force targeting military installa- 
tions in residential areas, it is the 
civilians who suffer, with Hezbol- 
lah surviving. 

It is important to note the 
difference: Hezbollah is target- 
ing civilians full stop. The Israeli 
Defence Forces (including the Air 
Force) are targeting Hezbollah 
which has based itself in residen- 
tial areas. 

The end result is both Israelis 
and Lebanese suffer. In the month 
since the conflict began more than 
two million civilians have been 
displaced, one million Lebanese 
north of the border and one mil- 
lion Israelis from south of the bor- 
der. 

Media involvement 

The media has been quick to capi- 
talise on the conflict - war makes 
news. 

The agency Reuters has had 
to pull a total of 920 photographs 
from its archives because of digit- 
al doctoring by Lebanese freelance 
photographer Adnan Hajj 3 . 

The Qana tragedy was initially 
reported as fifty deaths when the 
actual figure was 28 4 - an abso- 
lute tragedy regardless, but the 
propaganda is evident, and is used 
as fact well before any research is 
done to get accuracy. 

What wasn’t reported was Is- 
rael’s immediate apology, and the 
fact its citizens were angrier than 
the international community be- 
cause the Lebanese civilians are 
not the enemy of Israel. 

A good friend’s parents who 
just got out of Lebanon told me 
how even though the Israeli’s 
dropped leaflets across areas that 
were to be bombed, civilians were 
unable to evacuate because major 
roads had been destroyed. It is a 


humanitarian disaster that should 
never have occurred. 

Acknowledging a number of 
Israel’s failings in this conflict, 
it is important to say that Israel, 
like any sovereign country, includ- 
ing Lebanon, has a right to defend 
its citizens from terrorists. That 
is why it is heartening to see the 
Lebanese government calling up 
15,000 reservists, assisted by an- 
other 15,000 UN troops, to retake 
the south of Lebanon and dis- 
arm Hezbollah - removing it as a 
threat to both Lebanon and Israel, 
and removing Iranian and Syrian 
influence in Lebanon. 

Focusing on civilians 

I immediately look to the people 
suffering: the civilians. In con- 
flict, civilians are always unfairly 
caught up. 

As Australians we can express 
our sympathy to the civilians, and 
support them in our thoughts and 
prayers from across the world. 
However this is not what has oc- 
curred at the ANU, or across the 
country. 

In early August there were ral- 
lies across the country calling for 
a cessation of violence by Israel. 
However I am not aware of one 
rally that called for a cessation 
of violence from both sides. I am 
aware of rallies which only blamed 
Israel (who did not start the con- 
flict), demanding that they stop 
killing Lebanese civilians, and at 
the same time supporting Hezbol- 
lah, a terrorist organisation in its 
fight to destroy Israel. 

Gerard Henderson of the Syd- 
ney Morning Herald said it best 5 : 
“There is no such thing as half a 
peace rally.” These “peace” activ- 
ists did not make one call on Hez- 
bollah to stop attacking the civil- 
ians of northern Israel. 

Therein lies the real problem, 
in Australia at least. In conversa- 
tion with a couple of the Socialist 
Alternative members at the foot of 
the ramp in Union Court, I asked 


if I could sign a petition for the ci- 
vilians of Israel and Lebanon. 

I was told verbatim: “We do 
not care about Israeli civilians, we 
only support the Lebanese civil- 
ians to fight the aggressors”. These 
were the same students who led 
the rally entitled Students against 
War and Racism. 

Hmm? 

Sorry guys, but it takes two to 
have a war, and you have just ex- 
pressed contempt for the lives of 
the civilians of Israel - that’s rac- 
ist in my book. 

As this goes to print, a cease- 
fire, agreed to by Israel and Leba- 
non has been reached. 15,000 UN 
troops will arrive to support the 
Lebanese Government in disarm- 
ing Hezbollah, with Israel pulling 
out. This should be applauded as a 
first step towards peace. 

As Australians, and university 
students, we should always ques- 
tion what we see and read and 
hear - the old history rule of ori- 
gin, motive, audience. 

Fault occurs on both sides, but 
we should sympathise with the 
victims no matter what national- 
ity they are. At the end of the day, 
Israelis and Lebanese are sepa- 
rated not by borders, nor religion 
- but by extremists, in their own 
countries and in ours. ■ 

Notes 

1. http://english.aljazeera.net/ 
NR/exeres/72BAC422-6o79- 
419C-9DD1-2FCBF21FDA5E. 
htm 

2 . UN Security Council Resolu- 
tions 425 (1978) and 426 (1978) 

3 . http://www.alertnet.org/ 
thenews/newsdesk/No7348592. 
htm 

4 . http://asia.news. yahoo, com/ 
o6o8o2/3/2nycw.html - Human 
Rights Watch 

5 . http://w ww.smh.com.au/ 
news/opinion/ no-such- 
thing-as -half- a-pe ace- ral- 
ly/2006/08/07/1154802818596. 
html 
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Anti-Semitism and the left 

James Higgins on the lefts hypocrisy when discussing Israel 


Before I start this article, I’m go- 
ing to say it: I’m against Israel’s 
war on Lebanon, and against Isra- 
el’s treatment of Palestinians. 

But this article isn’t about Leb- 
anon or Palestine; it’s about the 
way arguments against the actions 
Israeli state have acquired anti-Se- 
mitic undertones - or worse, been 
downright racist against Jews. 

What has struck me the most 
is the way in which the left, par- 
ticularly the far left, makes anti- 
Semitic arguments - seemingly at 
odds with its anti-racist stance. 

This has manifested itself in 
two distinct (but interconnected) 
ways: first, by applying double 
standards; and second, marginal- 
ising the opinions of Jewish-iden- 
tifying people. 

Double standards 

The left has an “anti-Zionism, not 
anti-Semitism” position, mixing a 
critique of Israel: 

• Israel is a racist state; 

• Israel’s treatment of Palestin- 
ians and other Arabs is racist; 

• Israel’s defence force maintains 
US hegemony in the Middle East 

• there’s no reason why Jews and 
Arabs can’t live together in the 
Middle East without borders and 
checkpoints 

with a critique of anti-Semitism: 

• Discrimination against Jews is 
bad. 

Thus, they are anti-Israel but 
not anti-Jewish. While this might 
work in theory, in practice, the ap- 
plication of this theory has been 
racist. 

Central to this position is the 
notion of "critical, but uncondi- 
tional support” - the idea that 
how one chooses to wage a po- 
litical struggle does not affect 
the correctness of that struggle. 


Fighting back against oppression 
is always okay; you might kill in- 
nocent civilians, but this doesn’t 
change the fact that you are op- 
pressed. Thus, Palestinian attacks 
on Israeli are critically, but uncon- 
ditionally, supported. 

Attacks on the state apparatus 
that is directly doing the oppress- 
ing, i.e. military targets, are differ- 
ent from attacks on civilians. 

I’m prepared to defend attacks 
by Palestinians on Israeli soldiers 
given that they are the repre- 
sentatives of the violent arm of 
the state which is oppressing the 
Palestinian people. But Palestin- 
ian suicide bombers blowing up Is- 
raeli civilians cannot be supported 
or defended as part of a liberation 
struggle against oppression. This 
is analogous to the Israeli state 
bombing civilian neighbourhoods 
in Palestine. 

The double standards that al- 
low vocal criticism of Israeli vio- 
lence but mask criticism of similar 
violence in a “critical, but uncon- 
ditional, support” of Palestinian 
violence are anti-Semitic. 

Violence against Jews is either- 
condoned or ignored outside Is- 
rael. 

Attacks on mosques or people 
of Middle-Eastern appearance in 
Australia have caused a great stir, 
causing groups and individuals 
on the left to organise anti-rac- 
ist demonstrations and forums. I 
support these actions - I handed 
out leaflets for some of them. 
However, attacks on synagogues 
and Jewish people in Australia 
have not caused similar stirs. 

Whether this was caused by 
worries about how to balance a 
criticism of anti-Semitic violence 
with an anti-Israeli-state position 
or because anti-Jewish violence 


just doesn’t blip on the left’s radar 
is irrelevant. Double standards are 
applied, and applied with a scary 
consistency, to violence against 
Jews. 

Jewish people have valid 
opinions, too 

In a recent debate about the con- 
flict in Lebanon on an ANU-based 
email group, a Jewish student was 
personally attacked and had his 
arguments brushed aside because 
he was Jewish. 

This is fucked. 

As it turns out, everyone’s 
identity and experience affects 
their opinion. My political per- 
spective is inherently linked to the 
fact that I am a white queer man 
who lived for three years in a post- 
colonial, underdeveloped country; 
this doesn't delegitamise my opin- 
ion, it informs it. 

That someone is Jewish, knows 
people in Israel, and/or spent time 
in Israel doesn’t mean their opin- 
ion on the actions of the Israeli 
state are compromised or invalid. 
If, in an email debate, someone at- 
tacked me or my opinion for being 
queer, the left would come down 
hard. But yet, when this student 
was attacked for being Jewish, 
only one person defended him. 

This article is not intended to be 
an anti-left polemic, nor make 
universalisations about the left; 
there are people on the left who 
will pick others up on the racism 
of their anti-Semitic arguments. 

Nor is it a pro-Israel piece; I 
think there are things to criticise 
about the Israeli state. 

I’m just pointing out a trend 
that ultimately delegitimises the 
left’s ability to make such criti- 
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Israe 



By Michael Karadjis 


Israel and its apologists claim that 
Israel’s brutal terrorisation of the 
Lebanese people is an act of self- 
defence following a cross-border 
raid by the Lebanese organisation 
Hezbollah, which captured two Is- 
raeli soldiers. 

However, Israeli aggression 
against Lebanon goes back many 
years. 

In the 1970s, the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (plo) set up 
bases in Lebanon, where hundreds 
of thousands of Palestinian refu- 
gees lived. Israel began relentless- 
ly bombing Palestinian refugee 
camps and south Lebanon towns 
and villages from 1968 on. 

In the 7 March 1975 New Times, 
US journalist Judith Coburn re- 
ported that scores of Lebanese 
villages, bombed since 1968, were 
being attacked “almost daily in 
recent months by... airplane, ar- 
tillery, tanks and gunboats... the 
Israelis are using the full range 
of sophisticated savagery known 
to our own military in Indochina: 
shells, bombs, phosphorus, incen- 
diary bombs, cbus [cluster bombs] 
and napalm”. 


In March 1978, Israel launched 
a full-scale invasion of southern 
Lebanon, driving hundreds of 
thousands from their homes and 
leading the UN Security Council 
to adopt Resolution 425 calling 
for Israel to withdraw it troops 
and establishing an international 
peacekeeping force in southern 
Lebanon, the United Nations In- 
terim Force in Lebanon (unifil). 
When it pulled its troops back in 
June 1978, Israel remained in oc- 
cupation of a part of Lebanon 
south of the Litani River. 

Israel’s 1982-2000 occupation 

On 3 June 1982, an assassin 
connected to the extreme anti- 
PLO Palestinian group headed by 
Abu Nidal, who had also ordered 
the killing of numerous plo lead- 
ers, killed the Israeli ambassador 
in London. Three days later, Israel 
used the ambassador’s assassina- 
tion as a pretext to launch another 
full-scale invasion of Lebanon. The 
death toll in the following three 
months was estimated at 19,085, 
with 30,000 wounded. 

Yet earlier, in July 1981, the 
PLO had declared a ceasefire in 



cross-border raids and stuck to it. 
This absence of cross-border at- 
tacks was worrying Israel, as this 
was enhancing the plo’s interna- 
tional diplomatic position. Israel 
was losing its ability to paint the 
PLO as a group of terrorists. 

After three months of heroic 
resistance, the plo’s condition for 
leaving Lebanon was that Palestin- 
ian non-combatants in the refugee 
camps be assured of safety. The US 
agreed to this, and a multinational 
force consisting of US, French, and 
Italian troops was authorised to 
oversee the evacuation of the PLO 
leadership and guerrilla units. 

The PLO withdrew from Leba- 
non in August 1982. 

The Arab countries and the PLO 
then jointly accepted a peace plan 
calling for Israeli withdrawal from 
the Palestinian territories occu- 
pied by Israel in 1967 (the West 
Bank and Gaza) and the forma- 
tion of an independent Palestin- 
ian state in these territories with 
its capital in East Jerusalem, and 
guarantees for “peace among all 
states in the region”. 

Israel and the us rejected this. 
On 3 September, Israeli forces ad- 
vanced towards the Palestinian 
refugee camps of Sabra and Shatila 
in west Beirut, clearing minefields 
that had been laid to protect the 
camps. The multi-national force 
had withdrawn ahead of schedule. 

On 15 September, Israeli tanks 
surrounded the camps. The fol- 
lowing day, the commander of 
the Israeli forces, General Amos 
Yaron, authorised units of the ul- 
tra-right Christian Phalangist mi- 
litia to enter the camps to “clean 
out the terrorists”, with the full 
approval of Israeli war minister 
Ariel Sharon. For 42 hours, Israeli 
units surrounded the camps while 


Left Israeli Defence Forces troops 
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yy their Lebanese neo-Nazi Below Australians rally in Sydney (Amiya Diwan, via Wikipedia) 
** allies slaughtered 3000 de- 
fenceless Palestinian men, 
women, and children. 

By the end of 1982, Is- 
rael remained in occupa- 
tion of all of southern Leba- 
non, leading to a resistance 
movement by Lebanese or- 
ganisations, including the 
Communist parties and the 
Shiite-based organisations 
Amal and Hezbollah. 

PLO forces returned to 
Lebanon to help the Leba- 
nese resistance. In 1985, Is- 
rael was forced to withdraw 
from most of Lebanon, but 
again remained in occupa- 
tion of a “security zone” 
south of the Litani. 

The Shiites, who mostly 
reside in southern Lebanon, 
are the largest and poorest 
of the country’s three ma- 
jor religious communities, 
the Christians being the 
smallest and richest. The 
Shiites had been largely ex- 
cluded from the sectarian 
Lebanese political system, 
which mandated that the 
Christian minority have 
most seats in parliament, 
followed by the Sunni Mus- 
lim community. However, 
the brutality of the post 
1982 Israeli occupation rad- 
icalised the Shiites. 

Amal was the main Shi- 
ite organisation fighting for 
greater Shiite inclusion in 
the country’s sectarian po- 
litical system, established 
in 1943 before the country 
gained its independence 
from France. 

However, Amal had been 
prepared to deal with the 
Lebanese right-wing and 
with the Syrian Baathist 
regime of Hafez al Assad, 
leading to a series of Amal 
attacks on the Communist 
Party in the early 1980s, 
and brutal attacks on the 




Palestinian camps in 1985. 

This was part of the attempt by 
Damascus to take control of the 
plo. Israel had occupied the Syr- 
ian Golan Heights in 1967, and an- 
nexed it in 1981. However, Damas- 
cus opposed the independence of 
the PLO, aiming to use it merely as 
a diplomatic tool to pressure Israel 
over the Golan. 

The struggle against Israeli 
occupation had produced a new 
mood among the Shiites of solidar- 
ity with the Palestinian people. 

Reflecting this, Hezbollah 
arose as a more radical wing of 
Amal. Though formed in 1982, it 
came out into the open in 1985, 
under the spiritual leadership of 
Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah. It vig- 
orously denounced Amal’s attacks 
on the Palestinians, and expelled 
Amal from its main base in south 
Beirut. 

National liberation movement 

Hezbollah concentrated its efforts 
on fighting the Israeli occupation, 
in cooperation with other Leba- 
nese and Palestinian groups, and 
by the 1990s was the key force in 
the resistance. 

It is a national liberation 
movement, with religious col- 
ouration, rather than a primarily 
"Islamist” movement. If Islamic 
fundamentalism means impos- 
ing religious restrictions on how 
people live, dress and work, there 
is little evidence of it in the areas 
under Hezbollah control, which I 
visited in 1997. There were women 
wearing scarves like anywhere in 
the Middle East, but just as many 
without scarves, dressed as they 
pleased, working in shops and of- 
fices alongside men. 

Asked if Hezbollah had tried 
to impose a strict religious code 
of dress or behaviour on the popu- 
lation, Olfat Mahmoud, a social 
, worker in the Bourj al Barajneh 
Palestinian refugee camp, told me: 
“We heard a lot about that in the 
Western media, but I never no- 


ticed it.” 

There is a contradiction be- 
tween mobilising people on the 
scale necessary to liberate a coun- 
try and oppressing the population 
through reactionary restrictions 
on their daily lives. Hezbollah re- 
solved this contradiction by for- 
getting about the latter. 

“Everyone in the camp sup- 
ports Hamas and Hezbollah”, 
Khalil, a young, secular Palestin- 
ian camp resident, told me. "We 
support them because they fight 
Israel. All the others just talk.” 

Evidence of support for Hez- 
bollah on the camp walls was far 
more obvious than for any PLO 
faction. 

In 1993 and 1996, Israel again 
launched large-scale invasions of 
Lebanon, supposedly to punish 
Hezbollah for its continued resist- 
ance to the Israeli occupation. 

In both cases, hundreds of Leb- 
anese civilians were slaughtered, 
hundreds of thousands driven 
were from their homes, and enor- 
mous destruction was inflicted on 
the country by Israeli bombing. 

Occupation continues 


In 2000, Israel was finally forced 
to withdraw from most of south- 
ern Lebanon. However, it remains 
in occupation of 28 square kilome- 
tres, known as the Shebaa. Nei- 
ther Hezbollah nor the Lebanese 
government recognise the current 
border maintained by Israel and 
patrolled by UNIFIL. 

Israel claims the Shebaa is not 
occupied Lebanese territory, but 
part of the occupied Syrian Golan 
Heights. By some stretch of logic, 
the occupation of the Golan, a bra- 
zen violation of international law, 
is thus claimed as inoffensive. Yet 
this contradicts the claim made by 
Israel and its Western backers that 
Hezbollah is acting as a pawn for 
Syrian interests. 

While Hezbollah is anything 
but a pawn of the Syrian regime 
- which massacred dozens of Hez- 


bollah militants in 1987 - it is en- 
tirely natural that Syria supports 
Hezbollah’s military action on the 
Israeli border, given the continu- 
ing Israeli occupation of Syrian 
territory. 

Once again, Israel has used the 
pretext of a minor military action 
by Hezbollah to destroy Lebanon. 

Israeli jets recently bombed the 
town of Qana, killing over fifty 
civilians just ten years after they 
killed over a hundred civilians by 
shelling in the same place. 

Israeli apologists have chimed 
in that, since Israel withdrew from 
Lebanon in 2000, there was no ex- 
cuse for Hezbollah’s “aggression”. 
However, apart from the continu- 
ing occupation of Shebaa, Israel 
also continues to hold Lebanese 
prisoners it kidnapped decades 
ago. It was only a matter of time 
before Hezbollah would attempt 
to capture Israeli soldiers to force 
negotiations for a prisoner swap. 

Israel's current horrific assault 
on Lebanon is aimed at trying to 
turn the Lebanese people against 
Hezbollah and thus to severely 
weaken it as a popular political 
movement. 

As Amin Saikal, director of the 
Centre for Arab and Islamic Stud- 
ies at the Australian National Uni- 
versity, points out: “Israel has been 
increasingly uncomfortable with 
the speed of Lebanon’s recovery 
following its [1975-1990] civil war 
and democratisation. Israel’s poli- 
cy has been to do whatever it takes 
to ensure that its Arab neighbours 
remain weak and divided.” 

A peaceful and increasingly 
prosperous multi-religious Leba- 
non, where the old sectarian con- 
stitution has been reformed, and 
where Hezbollah in 2005 won 23 
seats in parliament and for the 
first time joined the Lebanese gov- 
ernment, is a threat by example 
to the racist, exclusively “Jewish”, 
state of Israel. ■ 

• <www.greenleft.org.au> 

• <www.resistance.org.au> 
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An excerpt from John Hyde Pages The Education of a Young Liberal 


It is hard to say exactly where wholesome branch politics 
stops and branch-stacking starts. Going to a homeless shelter 
or a nearby McDonald’s with a wad of $20 notes, some elec- 
toral enrolment forms and Party membership applications 
is definitely branch-stacking, but what about getting your 
wife or girlfriend to sign a membership form, although she 
isn’t especially interested in politics? Is that branch-stack- 
ing? Calling through the entire membership of somebody’s 
branch to try and stir them up to rebellion doesn’t involve 
any action that could be accurately described as stacking, 
but it’s a piece of political bastardry of the same genre. Per- 
haps “doing the numbers” is a better catch-all term. 

“Doing the numbers” is a familiar phrase to most hacks 
in the contemporary Liberal Party, and their basic occupa- 
tion. It can be a traumatic way of spending one’s days, but 
if the stakes are occasionally high, branch-stacking and 
branch politics are by no means a humourless business. The 
persuading of people to join a branch and to then attend the 
meetings at which the branch will be taken over is deadly 


boring, but there are few contested branch meetings that 
don’t make a good story afterwards, and for all the grave 
talk in the media about stacking, the texture of it all often 
borders on the comical or the absurd. It is an untidy, warts- 
and-all sort of process. It can also be a remarkably easy way 
of achieving success. 

When Braddon and I turned away from the Young Lib- 
erals and started instead to focus on the branches of the 
Wentworth FEC with their large numbers of rotarians and 
little old ladies and freaks, we had, at first, a grand time. It 
was like the contrast between an uphill slog over the most 
difficult terrain, and coasting downhill on asphalt with only 
an occasional “bump” as each political corpse got mangled 
under the chariot wheels. 

Five Ways branch 

One of the first such corpses was David “the Dazzler” Massie. 
In the face of tough competition Massie would have been a 
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popular choice for most boring member of Wentworth 
fec. A tall, distinguished-looking retiree, and not at 
all a person of bad intentions, Massie was also a hu- 
man sleeping tablet. He always seemed to hold some 
sort of formal position in the party, which would be 
his excuse for making interminable speeches when- 
ever the opportunity arose. Whether the topic was 
the $28 his branch had managed to raise by holding 
a raffle, or the absurd number of roundabouts that 
were the legacy of his time on Randwick Council, he 
could be relied upon to offer relief to insomniacs. 

‘‘The Dazzler” controlled the Five Ways branch, 
which was formed back in 1975 to house the masses 
of people who wanted to show their hatred for Gough 
Whitlam by joining the Liberal Party. Its membership 
had since fallen on hard times - with a not unreason- 
able hypothesis being that most of the Whitlam-hat- 
ers had been sedated by Massie to the point where 
they were incapable of renewing their membership. 
The remainder of its members were decent enough 
souls who were happy to do most of what Massie 
asked and went along to their branch meetings. Five 
Ways was an active branch. 

The other thing about the Dazzler was that he dis- 
liked both King and Falinski. He couldn’t have cared 
less about the factions, but he regarded Falinski as 
uncouth and an upstart, principally because “Falin- 
ski” wasn’t a WASPish enough sounding name. He also 
had an unfortunate history with Peter King. 

A few years earlier King had done the numbers to 
ensure Massie wouldn’t get a winnable spot on the 
Party’s ticket for the local government elections, and 
Massie had lost his position on Randwick Council as 
a result. King had tried to soften the blow by present- 
ing him with a token of the Party’s appreciation for 
all his fine work, but this had only made things worse. 
On the day Massie found himself the reluctant recipi- 
ent of an unspeakably ugly tin plate with his name 
engraved on it - the sort of thing that you might buy 
for $9.95 at Woolworths and take on camping trips 
- his opposition to Peter King was assured. He would 
be voting for Andrew Thomson, and we had to pave 
over him. 

We got off to a slow start. One member of the little 
clique that Braddon and I had built was Devlin Har- 
ris, but summoned to a meeting at Delphi’s office he 
did not react quite as expected when told we had a 
mission for him: to infiltrate the Five Ways branch 
and chop off Massie’s head for us. He burst into tears 
and kept endlessly crying “no, no, no". It turned out 
that Massie was not only a close friend of the Harris 
family, but had babysat Devlin as a child, so we had 
to assure him we were only joking and that we would 
leave poor old David Massie alone - provided Harris 
kept the “joke” to himself. 

Our next candidate for the role of political assas- 
sin was Andrew Kraft, a chartered accountant who 
was already a member of the Five Ways branch and 
immediately enthusiastic about taking control, prob- 


ably, one suspects, because it would jazz up his other- 
wise rather dull life story. 

The problem was that by the time Mr Kraft came 
to hand as a weapon the Five Ways branch was almost 
at the point of having its 2000 Annual General-Meet- 
ing. There was no time to stack people in, so the best 
we could do was make a persuasive effort to win the 
support of existing branch members for an “Andrew 
Kraft” ticket. The persuasive effort ended up being the 
dampest of damp squibs, and the AGM should have 
been an unequivocal failure. Almost all the members 
wanted David Massie to remain president, it seemed, 
for life. 

“Oh, but he’s an institution,” we heard from mem- 
ber after member. Every time this was said Braddon 
would mutter to himself or, if it seemed politic, say 
out aloud, that Massie belonged in an institution. But 
most of the branch members’ minds were made up. 

We had some luck with a group of elderly ladies in 
the branch, all of whom were residents of the same 
nursing home, but at the last minute it transpired that 
their nursing home had a bingo night scheduled for 
the same date as the Five Ways AGM and they would 
not sacrifice their bingo for anyone. They suggested 
that if Andrew Kraft was still around in a year’s time 
they might vote for him, but - again - only if it didn’t 
interfere with their bingo. 

In the end we had to send Kraft along to the 
AGM practically alone, and could do little to prevent 
a bunch of pro-Thomson people being elected to the 
various executive spots in the branch. But when the 
time came to elect the branch secretary a small po- 
litical miracle occurred, because guest speaker at the 
AGM was John Sanderson. Back in the 1970s, early 
1980s, Sanderson had been the state member for a 
marginal seat, the retention of which was so improb- 
able throughout the Wranslides that “Sandy” achieved 
near legendary status as a campaigner. Now, in 2000, 
the former member was a diminished figure who had 
difficulty remembering his own name, but having 
seen Kraft lose ballots for president, vice president 
and treasurer, he piped up, saying that Kraft was a 
fine young fellow who he’d always esteemed highly. 
The meeting chose to interpret this as a nomina- 
tion. Somebody else then seconded the nomination, 
and with everything thrown into confusion by these 
shocking events nobody else nominated. So Kraft got 
elected. 

It was extraordinary, but not unprecedented. 
Nominating for every position isn't a bad stratagem 
for the person who doesn’t have the numbers at a 
meeting, particularly if the electoral college is large 
and undisciplined. The sympathy for the loser tends 
to grow with every vote and they will often end up 
winning one of the last ballots, which can be to a key 
position. 

The position of secretary is one of the most impor- 
tant in a Liberal Party branch. The secretary has access 
to the branch membership list, which is maintained 
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Branch -Stacking 101 

by the Party Secretariat and the branch secretary also 
receives all new applications for membership. 

In a sleepy little branch like Five Ways with a not- 
so-formidable opponent like David Massie, the secre- 
tary was all we needed to take control. In the immedi- 
ate aftermath of the agm we got dozens of stacks to 
apply for membership of the branch. Massie and his 
supporters had no idea this was happening because 
notification of the new applications was sent to the 
branch secretary; that is, to Kraft. Nor did Massie 
have any friends or contacts who were in a position 
to tip him off about what was going on - a seasoned 
hack would probably have had sources in the Party 
Secretariat or on the FEC Executive - so he remained 
oblivious as his branch membership list swelled with 
stacks. 

The new applicants, our stacks, sat on the branch 
list until they become proper members and got award- 
ed voting rights under a clause of the Party Constitu- 
tion called the two-month rule. The two month rule 

- a favourite of experienced factional operators - says 
that if a membership application isn’t considered by a 
meeting of a branch for two months it is deemed to 
be accepted. After two months had passed our stacks 
all became voting branch members and we had suf- 
ficient numbers to get rid of Massie and his friends, 
even though they were an “institution”, and irrespec- 
tive of whether bingo was being held at the nursing 
home on the same night that we proposed a motion to 
declare all positions in the branch vacant. In this way, 
the branch was won. 

Trumper Park branch 

Usually the first step in taking over a branch is to 
lay hands on a copy of its membership list. This may 
sound easy, but can be truly problematical. A fac- 
tion will have people in senior positions with access 
to membership information who can make it avail- 
able to the hack who is stacking a branch, but branch 
politics is a difficult game to play without that kind of 
sponsorship. 

Joe Bloggs off the street would find it almost 
impossible to stack someone else’s branch. Who the 
current members are, how many people need to be 
stacked in to outnumber the existing membership, 
whether or not the other side is counter-stacking 

- all this would be utterly unknown to Mr Bloggs. 
There would also be a lot of administrative barbed 
wire on which to get snagged. Before a contested 
branch meeting there is usually wrangling about 
who is entitled to vote. Inevitably, there are people 
on the branch list who are incorrectly tagged as hav- 
ing “no voting rights” or “unfinancial" or whatever, 
but a stacker needs his people to be listed as financial 
and voting members if they are to participate in the 


branch meeting and influence the outcome. 

Braddon and I had access to details of the Went- 
worth FEC through Delphi. Jason Falinski, Peter 
King, and all the other interested parties had their 
sources as well. In elective politics the practitioners 
use opinion polls to gauge their progress and to map 
out strategies. The practitioner of machine politics 
has branch lists as the closest equivalent to opinion 
polls. They get requested, discussed and pored over, 
and they are usually a much better way of interpret- 
ing a political situation than going to party functions 
or consulting the grapevine. The people who are at 
every cocktail party don’t represent the totality of an 
FEC or a faction, and making a read from them is al- 
most as foolish as Mungo McCallum forecasting the 
result of federal elections by conducting straw-polls 
at his local pub. 

A branch list usually makes interesting reading. 
Naturally you’ll be looking at total membership to 
calculate the branch’s entitlement to preselectors 
and how many stacks would be needed to seize it out- 
right. You can cross-reference the lists with the elec- 
toral roll to figure out who is entitled to vote and how 
old the members are, and this suggests how likely it is 
that they could be turned out to a meeting. Younger 
branch members (uni students, especially) and reti- 
rees are the most likely to be successfully turned out; 
middle-aged and professionally successful people, 
and people with children, are much less likely to be 
obtainable. Stacks will only show up if they’re cajoled 
by their master, so it’s possible to spring a successful 
ambush at a stacked branch’s AGM with only a fraction 
of the branch’s membership if nobody knows you’re 
coming. The dispossessed potentate might then try to 
gather enough signatures to force a new meeting and 
put a motion to spill the Branch Executive, but this is 
a very long and uncertain process. 

A branch list that Braddon and I found particular- 
ly interesting was the Trumper Park branch, because 
the bulk of its membership seemed quite incongru- 
ous with the clique who exercised the votes out of it. 
The Trumper Park branch consisted of thirty to forty 
people presided over by a middle-aged couple, James 
and Laura Hill, and a few of their friends. As far as 
I can tell they were pleasant and intelligent people. 
They were also moderate - though of sufficiently 
free-thinking variety that there was no guarantee of 
their opposition to Thomson, or who their preferred 
candidate would be from among the Moderates. The 
interesting feature of the branch’s membership list 
was something we noticed because Braddon was an 
active member of the Australians for Constitutional 
Monarchy and had access to its eastern suburbs mem- 
bership records. Cross-referencing ACM and Liberal 
Party lists showed that the membership of the branch 
did not consist, in the main, of pleasant and intelli- 
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gent moderates, but nasty and cantankerous “Land of ure and powerful physique. He was the hardest to deal 

Hope and Glory monarchists. with of all. It wasn’t just that he was a complete obses- 

The process of persuading the monarchists to sive about the monarchy. It wasn’t just that whenever I 

combine and turf out the Hills was a mixed experi- saw him the first words out of his mouth would be the 

ence. As you’d expect of a bunch of single-issue nut- booming enquiry: “So, young Hyde Page, do you sup- 

ters, some of them were very unusual. One was an port our constitution?” (which was difficult to answer 

incredibly flamboyant, gay fashion industry profes- truthfully in view of the vote I’d cast in the recent 


sional who, whenever our paths crossed, would always 
reach for my torso on the pretext of testing the fabric 
I was wearing. Winning his vote required numerous 
visits to the firm he had started so that he could be 
his own boss, keep his own hours, and party into the 
early hours down on Oxford Street. Another branch 
member was that peculiar fellow who regarded Field 
Marshal Haig as one of the finest captains in the his- 
tory of warfare. Then there was Luke Charles. 

Luke Charles was an elderly retiree who was still, 
in his late seventies, a man of towering physical stat- 
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referendum). It was that he insisted that I accompany 
him on his frequent expeditions to heckle meetings 
of the Australian Republican Movement (arm), and 
because I wanted his vote I wasn’t really in a position 
to refuse, arm branch meetings are unhappy events: 
rejected souls sitting around a table, wondering how 
to keep the republican flame alive. Watching the four 
or five members of the eastern suburbs ARM do this 
as a wrinkled septuagenarian giant hurled abuse at 
them was a unique and not entirely congenial experi- 


It worked though, it worked a treat, 
and once agendas for the branch AGM 
had been sent out, fixing a date for the 
meeting, the monarchists we'd lobbied 
swung into action. As the meeting drew 
nearer the Hills floundered about try- 
ing to find numbers of their own, but 
they had little success. They also ad- 
hered to the AGM date that they had set, 
and they conducted the ballots fairly, so 
they were very comfortably beaten and 
the Trumper Park branch became, in 
Braddon’s words, another province of 
the empire. 

In a way it’s the tactics that the Hills 
didn’t adopt that are most instructive. 
The options open to one who is outnum- 
bered but wants to keep control of the 
branch are not limited to lobbying the 
existing branch members and checking 
the electoral roll. The Hills might have 
used any one of a thousand disreputa- 
ble stratagems that have been evolved 
over the years to win branch meetings. 

They controlled the branch Execu- 
tive, so they might have sent out a no- 
tice postponing the AGM, signed up a 
pile of loyal new members to the branch 
and re-convened the AGM a couple of 
months later after these new people 
had become members under the two- 
month rule. They might’ve had some- 
body telephone various of the mon- 
archist branch members a couple of 
hours before the AGM to tell them it had 
been called off, then proceeded with 
the meeting anyway. If some of their 
branch members were unable to attend 
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on that night they might have gotten people to show 
up and cast pro-Hill votes by impersonating these 
branch members. A slightly less illegal stratagem 
would’ve been to produce an outdated or fabricated 
membership list on which some of the monarchists 
were listed as unfinancial or with "no voting rights”, 
and use it to exclude the unfriendlies from the ballot. 
We would’ve had our own list, of course, and tried to 
bully the Chair into accrediting our people, but if the 
Chair had held his ground this wouldn’t have changed 
anything. Braddon and I could have successfully chal- 
lenged the meeting with the State Director and had it 
overturned, but so what? It would have then had to be 
re-held, and apart from using the opportunity to sign 
up more people the Hills might have convened the 
second AGM for an impossibly difficult time and place. 
Like Christmas Day, as the Georges River Young Lib- 
erals did back in 1992. Or in the middle of nowhere, as 
many beleaguered hacks have done on occasion. 

Had they still lost the meeting, the incumbents 
might have sought to overturn it themselves. A popu- 
lar way of doing this is to have several friendly branch 
members write letters claiming that they didn’t re- 
ceive an agenda, or (requiring still more chutzpah) for 
the Branch Secretary to state that he failed to send 
out agendas properly. Either can suffice to have a 
meeting overturned and re-held. Fortunately the dis- 
placed people did none of these things and our seizure 
of the Trumper Park branch was pretty well perfect. 
The only thing to sully the perfection was that the gay 
fashion designer got excited about winning the AGM 
and, flushed with his new status as an office-bearer 
of the Liberal Party, sent out an email bragging about 
how the ACM would now overrun the entire party. 
This email got out widely, and was effectively used by 
Thomson surrogates through the FEC rumour mill to 
discredit the forces arrayed against Thomson. 

Paddington Young Liberals 

Where an operative cannot find enough sympathetic 
people already in a branch, it becomes necessary to 
get more people onto the branch membership list: 
loyal people who will show up to meetings and act as 
instructed. The process of doing this is branch-stack- 
ing in its purest form. 

The way the media talk about branch-stacking 
might lead one to believe that stacks are soulless ar- 
mies of the undead, summoned by evil shamans to 
walk the earth and prey upon the living. This is quite 
untrue. 

The people who get used to stack Liberal Party 
branches are a pretty inoffensive lot. One stacks a 
branch with persons who owe personal loyalty - in 
other words, friends, family members and acquaint- 
ances. A female hack might get her hairdresser to join 


a branch, a male hack might put the hard word on 
the members of his old high-school football team (if 
you go through the membership list of any “stacked” 
branch, the names will often bear an uncanny resem- 
blance to the stacker’s high-school yearbook). People 
who join the Liberal Party as a favour tend to be de- 
cent souls, or a bit naive, and are often revolted by 
what they see when they get turned out for a con- 
tested branch meeting. It’s generally the hacks who 
are the soulless ones who prey upon the living, and 
not the stacks, although there is one exception to this 
and it is a big one - ethnic branchstacking. The peo- 
ple who get turned out by the so-called “community 
leaders” are often little better than criminals, and 
experience shows that where there are two sides at a 
branch meeting, both with ethnic stacks, it is a recipe 
for mayhem and physical violence. 

How to get loyal people onto a target branch’s 
membership list is the basic problem that confronts 
all branch stackers, and the optimal solution varies. 
If a branch is moribund and literally nobody cares 
what happens to it, it is possible to put in a mass- of 
applications and two months later they will all be 
members. Unsurprisingly there are few branches that 
will vote to accept an application if they suspect it is 
pursuant to a “stack”, and a branch will always be sus- 
picious if a large number of applications are made at 
once. There are some branches whose (usually elderly) 
members are sufficiently imbued with the precepts of 
Queensbury’s Rules that they feel obliged to accept 
any applications that are made, or will let them lapse 
in under the two-month rule, but such branches are 
increasingly rare. There is usually somebody (a local 
MP or factional chief or somebody) who monitors the 
membership lists for an area and will cajole branches 
to reject dodgy applications. Ninety-nine times out of 
a hundred the branch that receives twenty applica- 
tions in the mail will be terror-stricken and rush to 
convene a branch meeting to reject the whole lot of 
them straightaway, long before the two-month rule 
comes into operation. 

Branches do receive applications from genuine, 
independently interested people, but rarely more 
than four or five per year, so a cluster of twenty is too 
many. Putting people in at a rate of one per month 
is about as quickly as a stacker can proceed without 
arousing gross suspicion. A good trick is to put in ap- 
plications just before Christmas, because like most 
voluntary organisations the Liberal Party is pretty 
quiet in December and January, and forms submit- 
ted at this time will have a better chance of getting 
in under the two-month rule. At any other time of 
year applicants are likely to be contacted by the Sec- 
retary or President of a branch, who will call up to 
test their bona fides. Every new stack must therefore 
be properly briefed. When contacted they must say 
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things like: “Yes, I joined because I admire the Gov- 
ernment’s stance on asylum-seekers”, not “Um, well, 
I joined because my friend John Stack- a-lot asked me 
to do him a favour”. But provided that stacks stick to 
their script and lie convincingly they will usually get 
in. It is a rare member of the Liberal Party who rejects 
membership application without good reason. Every- 
body wants new members. 

In some instances it is also possible to get a large 
number of new membership forms accepted by a 
branch as a bloc. If, for example, a stacker already 
has some support in a branch a large number of new 
applications can be made in the hope that the sup- 
porters can be got to a branch meeting in sufficient 
numbers to secure a motion to accept them. 

Or there is the path we took in taking over the 
Paddington Young Liberals. 

The Paddington Young Liberals was one of the 
last genuinely active branches in the movement and 
characterised by a kind of forlorn wackiness. Its only 
member with any real political ambitions was the 
President, Lachlan Bennett, but his ambitions were 
scarcely noticeable alongside his attempts at humour, 
which were gruesome. I once went to a dinner with 
Bennett and he insisted on wearing a gigantic pair of 
foam reindeer antlers into the restaurant and keep- 
ing them on throughout the meal. The other Padding- 
ton Young Liberals were very much of a type. There 
was a young woman who sported a lisp and a series of 
miniskirts that never looked quite right on her, and 
her friend who was basically Muriel from the film Mu- 
riel’s Wedding. They had an engineering student who 
was obsessed with public transportation policy and 
antique Holden automobiles, and the obligatory drag 
queen, who at meetings always seemed impatient for 
the end so he could make a beeline for Oxford Street. 
They were a strange group, and if they were Moderate 
they couldn’t really be relied on for the preselection. 


how much they had to contribute as members of the 
branch. The combination of factional pressure and 
the seeming odiousness of rejecting membership ap- 
plications from young and obviously keen teenagers 
proved to be enough, and the branch voted to accept 
all the memberships as a bloc. 

After that it was just a matter of turning the lot 
of them out to a meeting and voting Lachlan Bennett 
and the others down. 

What has been left out of my account of taking over 
all these branches is the acrimony of the meetings at 
which we took control and the feelings of the people 
who were dispossessed. I don’t think I’ll ever for- 
get the ashen look on Lachlan Bennett’s face at the 
meeting where the people he had welcomed into his 
branch appeared out of the blue and took it all away 
from him. When it was over he came up to the guy we 
had just installed as President to make arrangements 
for transferring custody of the branch paperwork, in- 
cluding $3,000 that Paddington Young Liberals had 
planned to donate to the next federal election cam- 
paign, and it was apparent to him that his replace- 
ment couldn’t have cared less about the branch or the 
Liberal Party. 1 left feeling terrible and didn’t sleep a 
wink that night. When I told Braddon the next day 
about how I’d felt he replied that this was quite nor- 
mal, that I would get over it and eventually come to 
think no more about taking somebody’s branch from 
them than eating steak for dinner. 

He was right, and I did. But it was hard not to oc- 
casionally take stock of the branches we now control- 
led and feel pangs of conscience. Without exception 
the branches that we stacked were viable, function- 
ing organs of the Liberal Party which held regular 
meetings and functions, donated money to cam- 
paigns at election time, and whose members helped 
out with street-stalls and handing out how-tovotes. 


To get our people into the branch we co-opted 
Booster to help us out. He went to the Paddington 
Young Liberals with our thirty membership applica- 
tions and asked if they would accept them because the 
Young Liberal agm was approaching and he wanted 
the branch to be at full delegate entitlement. Boost- 
er’s request was difficult for the Paddington Young 
Liberals to refuse. A faction will rarely back someone 
who isn’t prepared to respond to reasonable requests 
pro bono publico, and Booster was clever. He added 
to the bloc .of memberships an additional five forms 
that had been provided by Susan Dinness, who was 
a very senior member of the Moderate faction, which 
included Dinness’s daughter and some of her school 
friends. He personally showed up to the Padding- 
ton Young Liberals meeting that was to consider the 
forms, and he brought along Dinness’s daughter and 
her friends, who were full of enthusiastic talk about 


And without exception the experience of losing their 
branch was such that the dispossessed people took no 
further interest in the Liberal Party and eventually 
discontinued their memberships altogether. In the 
case of some of them I don’t think it was the most 


pleasant way for a thirty-year involvement in the Lib- 
eral Party to draw to a close. None of the branches 
ever met again for a productive purpose, because now 
their membership consisted almost entirely of stacks. 
At the AGM of Five Ways branch in the year after our 
takeover, quorum was made up of two members of 
the Braddon family, two members of the Hyde Page 
family and a gaggle of my youngest brother’s school 
friends whom I paid $20 a piece to show up. H 

The Education of a Young Liberal is released this 
month by Melbourne University Press. See the 
next issue of Woroni for an interview. 
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Organ harvesting in China 

Victoria Kelly-Clark on the Chinese governments practice of 
selling organs taken from prisoners 


The use and abuse of live humans 
for their body parts is something 
that sounds as if it is from a bad 
science fiction novella. 

Yet in today’s modern world 
where human rights are regarded 
as undeniable and inviolable for 
all members of the human race, it 
is astounding that in a country as 
historically great as China that a 
systematised and brutal campaign 
of organ removal from political 
prisoners is occurring. 

This story has been in the news 
over the past few months, a brief 
blurb that political prisoners, 
many of them Falun Gong practi- 
tioners or others, are now not only 
facing years of detention and tor- 
ture if arrested. 

They are now at risk of a slow 
and painful death as their organs 
are stripped from their bodies for 
a wealthy and ailing Chinese or 
foreign patient. 

The present government in 
China, the CCP has of course de- 
nied the charge, stating that this 
is a Falun Gong plot to stir up po- 
litical tensions in the country. 

An expected response from 
the Chinese government consider- 
ing it has blamed Falun Gong for 
all China’s social ills in the mass 
media. 

Despite this denial the numer- 
ous independent reports from Sky 
News, the Former Vice President 
of the European Parliament and 
to the now famous Kilgour-Matas 
report by an ex- Canadian Member 
of Parliament and one of Canada’s 
finest human rights lawyers have 
proven again and again that or- 
gans are for sale in China and that 
this brutal treatment of political 
prisoners is a regular event. 

The CCP themselves have ad- 


mitted only last year that execut- 
ed political prisoners have their 
organs harvested for the purpose 
of saving others. 

Yet Falun Gong practitioners 
claim that they are not sentenced 
to death and then killed with their 
organs removed. They argue they 
are actually targeted as a com- 
modity, selected for their organs 
as required. 

One reason they argue this 
point is that every arrested Falun 
Gong practitioner in China when 
entering detention has their blood 
tested. 

An odd thing to do considering 
the torture and abuse that Am- 
nesty International, The United 
Nations Special Rappoteur and 
Human Rights Watch has detailed 
are utilised against practitioners. 

Likewise it is hard to believe 
the government’s line that it is for 
their health benefits. However, 
one very well known use for blood 
testing is that is required for or- 
gan donation. Donors need to be 
of a matching blood type of the re- 
cipients otherwise the recipients’ 
antibodies will reject the organ. 

According to the Kilgour-Ma- 
tas report a young witness came 
forward and spoke to the authors. 

Not a Falun Gong practitioner 
she told of how her former hus- 
band was a surgeon in Sujiantan, 
and how he personally removed 
2000 corneas from anaesthetized 
practitioners who were then sent 
on to another surgeon who re- 
moved further organs. The bodies 
according to the witness were then 
cremated. 

In another report from a Chi- 
nese radio language programme a 
doctor openly admitted to a jour- 
nalist posing as a patient that he 


had previously gone to detention 
centres and Laogai’s or labour 
camps to select young and rela- 
tively healthy “donors”. 

But more disturbing is that you 
yourself can pick your donor. As 
illustrated by the following tran- 
script from a Chinese language ra- 
dio station: 

Xu YAHONG: That’s right. We 
perform surgeries every month. 
Around May 20, before end of 
May, there should not be any 
problem; we carry supplies 'all 
the time. 

Speaking in a conservative 
way we still have other supplies, 
but, regarding this, I think we 
should talk about this issue af- 
ter we meet. We have young do- 
nors. 

Journalist: He {journalist pre- 
tend to represent a patient] em- 
phasized that the donor must 
be young and healthy; the best 
would be the person who prac- 
tices Falun Gong, do you have 
any chance? 

Xu Yahong: Yes, we have. 
Journalist: Are you sure? 

Xu YAHONG: [Military] hospitals 
like us have this kind of oppor- 
tunity; please contact us after 15 
May. 

These reports have certainly 
turned the heads of many medical 
institutions. According to the BBC, 
the British Transplantation Soci- 
ety says “an accumulating weight 
of evidence suggests the organs 
of thousands of executed prison- 
ers in China are being removed for 
transplants without consent”. 

Professor Stephen Wigmore, 
who chairs the society’s ethics 
committee, told the bbc “that the 
speed of matching donors and pa- 
tients, sometimes in as little as a 


)» woroni • volume 58 • issue 5 • august 2006 


National Library of Australia 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-pagel 60061 88 



• : V 


Spiml 

'MM 




WMm 


ry ; ■■.■■«. 

* 


; 




ently captured the incident on air, 
yet CNN chief editor later revealed 
that they were banned from the 
square that day, as was every oth- 
er media company. ■ ' \ 

In the footage shown , ^"Chi- 
nese Central Tele^isip^rthe sup- 
posed practitioner^Vear fire re- 
tardant clothing and soldiers can 
be seen everywhere including 
standing behind a man who is ap- 
parently alight while he screams 
something out and then simply 
dab him with a blanket. 

Most convincingly, a little girl 
who was apparently part of the 
group was able sing the national 
anthem of China just two days af- 
ter receiving a tracheotomy. 

The Chinese Communist Party 
may have control over the econo- 
my and control over people minds 
by their manipulation of the me- 
dia but with these latest reports of 
organ harvesting from unwilling 
donors, and other sources claim- 
ing 12 million Chinese have quit 
the CCP it is obvious they still fear 
they will not win the battle over 
the Chinese people’s hearts. ■ 


At the time of the inspection 
prison aspects are covered up and 
prisoners are either hidden in an- 
other part of the facility or dressed 
to look like normal factory staff. 
The ruse has fooled many mul- 
tinational companies like Levi’s 
and the Gap who both shut down 
all operation in China after unan- 
nounced visits revealed the true 
nature of the factory. 

This latest escalation of the 
persecution of political prisoners, 
like Falun Gong practitioners and 
Tibetan Buddhists, is not so sur- 
prising. 

Let’s consider the fact that 
in 2000 the CCP appears to have 
staged an apparent self-immo- 
lation of supposed Falun Gong 
practitioners. The incident, shown 
round the clock on the news in 
China was designed to create ha- 
tred towards Falun Gong and in- 
stil a sense of fear in the public. 

Yet when the incident was put 
to independent scrutiny large 
holes in the media footage and 
coverage began to appear. 

For example CNN Asia appar- 


week, implied prisoners were be- 
ing selected befp.re execution”. 

.-•.•The BTS also condemned the 
practice hs “unacceptable and a 
breach-of human rights”. They are 
noCalorie - the transplant socie- 
ties in Australia and America are 
warning patients about going to 
China. 

The CCP has history of brutality 
towards political prisoners, many 
in fact are used as unpaid workers 
in labour camps, making our $30 
jeans, in horrendous conditions 
where if they are not working they 
are enduring torture or classes to 
brainwash then into thinking the 
“correct” way. 

But, before you blame those 
multinationals and the new world 
c order. It should be noted that the 
CCP officials themselves are to 
blame. 

In a report from, international 
newspaper, The Epoch Times it ap- 
pears that prisoner officials often 
advertise the prison as a “factory” 
and require potential clients to 
pre-arrange any inspection of the 
facility. 
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ter’s degree in postmodern fiction, 
seemed dedicated to the proposi- 
tion that - at least as a source of 
autobiographical energy - the au- 
thor is dead. 

Which is why Mitchell’s fourth 
novel, a frontrunner for this year’s 
Booker Prize, will surprise even 
his fans. Black Swan Green spans 
only thirteen months, has one 
narrator and barely travels beyond 
the eponymous town. 

Set in 1982, it’s told by Jason 
Taylor, a 13-year-old poetry fiend 
and stammerer who, the 37-year- 
old Mitchell happily admits, is 
loosely based on his younger self. 

Mitchell concedes it’s as if he’s 
finally written his first novel. “I 
really didn’t want to start out with 
an autobiographical novel, espe- 
cially one with themes fairly un- 
der the skin, like the stammer.” 
But the preoccupations of his 
youth - his stammer, his fear of 
being a social pariah and his secret 
awakening to the thrill of poetry 
- continued to niggle away. “I re- 
ally was beating around the bush 
for the first three books.” 

His high-concept extravagan- 
zas were not, he insists, postmod- 
ern attempts to toy with novelistic 
conventions. 

“It’s not that I see myself as a 
guerrilla novelist. It’s simply that 
I want to write the kinds of things 
I like reading and I tend not to en- 
joy reading a book that’s like many 
others I’ve read.” 

Even with Black Swan Green, 
Mitchell resists thinking in genre 
terms, flinching at the description 
of it as a coming-of-age novel. 

“It’s a year before the coming- 
of-age novel. The real shifts in Jas- 
on’s personality will be in the year 
after Black Swan Green.” 

Jason is an inconspicuous fam- 
ily member, his home life domi- 
nated by the slugging matches of 
his self-regarding parents. 

At school, he takes pains to 


avoid "s” and "n” words, which pro- 
voke his stammer, while attempt- 
ing - often futilely - to negotiate 
the cutthroat politics of the schoo- 
lyard. Mitchell wasn’t as severely 
bullied as Jason. 

“I was more diplomatically 
skilled and managed to survive 
better than Jason did, by be- 
ing a bit more able than he is to 
project the right image at the right 
times.” 

But, like Jason, he never out- 
ed himself as a poet. “It was very 
much a guilty pleasure,” he says. 

He published poems in the lo- 
cal parish magazine under the 
pseudonym James Bolivar, after 
Venezuelan firebrand Simon Boli- 
var. (Jason writes as Eliot Bolivar, 
after poet TS Eliot.) 

Mitchell’s stammer is now 
barely discernable, but he insists 
it’s still there and doubts it will 
ever go away. “I’ve read somewhere, 
about an alcoholic, that you never 
become an ex-alcoholic - you only 
become a teetotal alcoholic. It’s 
the same with stammering.” 

But at Jason’s age, Mitchell’s 
stammer was “absolutely mortify- 
ing. You have no idea how totally it 


Ben Naparstek 

By 2004, when Cloud Atlas earned 
David Mitchell a measure of inter- 
national celebrity, he’d established 
himself as an uncompromising 
maverick, adept at leapfrogging 
between eras, continents, narra- 
tors, and genres in the space of a 
single book. 

While many tyro novelists 
cut their teeth by writing closet 
autobiography, Mitchell’s head- 
spinning 1999 debut, Ghostwrit- 
ten, inhabited the minds of a nu- 
clear expert, a Hong Kong-based 
investment banker, a Japanese 
cult member, a disembodied con- 
sciousness in Mongolia, and a St 
Petersburg art thief. 

His equally rumbustious Man 
Booker Prize-nominated follow 
up, numbergdream, was a science 
fiction romp through Tokyo’s ma- 
fia underbelly. 

Cloud Atlas was another com- 
posite of interlocking episodes, 
taking in a nineteenth-century 
sea journal, a pulp thriller, a van- 
ity publisher’s memoir, and the in- 
terview-confession of a clone. 

Mitchell, who studied a mas- 
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effects the way you interact, or fail 
to interact, with the world. 

“If someone offers you tea or 
coffee and you want coffee, you 
may well have to ask for tea be- 
cause you’re afraid in advance you 
won’t be able to say coffee.” 

Mitchell looked to writing as a 
way of compensating for his frac- 
tured speech, seeking a voice un- 
impeded by stammering. 

“My speech impediment was 
my route to interiorisation. It leads 
to the hopeful conclusion that the 
things we feel inhibit and bind us 
are actually our signposts.” 

For Black Swan Green, he ze- 
roed in on age thirteen because it’s 
a time when “you’re not a child but 
you’re not a teenager yet. 

"The strategies you have access 
to as a child are obsolete. They’re 
politically unwise to employ. Yet 
you don’t yet have the embryonic 
adult strategies to fall back on to 
negotiate the world you have as a 
later teenager.” 

Quiet and unassuming, Black 
Swan Green is Mitchell’s most ma- 
ture work. “I perhaps know a little 
bit more now about keeping your 
eye on the ball of what’s good for 
the book, rather than what’s ex- 
perimental for its own sake. 

“As a young writer, it’s one of 
the traps you fall into. I think I 
might have come perilously close.” 

But Black Swan Green is no less 
architecturally solid than its more 
ambitiously plotted precursors. 
Asked about structure, Mitchell 
draws an analogy to escapology: 
the firmer the straightjacket, the 
more ingenious the feat required 
to get loose. 

He wanted every chapter to 
qualify as a -self-contained short 
story. "Short stories have a back- 
ground white noise that makes 
you believe the world is a lot larger 
than the ten, fifteen, twenty pages 
' of the story. 


“My aspiration was to sink the 
white noise in the background of 
each chapter, so they would form a 
background to the novel.” 

Mitchell obliquely wrote his 
mission statement into the book 
by gifting his hero a set of thirteen 
dinosaur postcards. Each postcard 
shows a different habitat but lined 
up together, they form a continu- 
ous landscape. 

Occupying various habitats 
has also been a part of Mitchell’s 
life, having lived in England, Ja- 
pan, Ireland, and now the 
Netherlands. After he gradu- fm 
ated from university, England hi; 
was undergoing a recession j|p 
and he struggled to find work. |t 
Turned down by McDonald’s, I- 
Mitchell worke d in a b o okshop I 
for a year. 

Then his Japanese girl- 
friend’s visa expired and he If 
moved to Japan, passing the 
next eight years teaching Eng- Ii| 
lish in Hiroshima. \i| 

There, at 25, he started ^ 
taking the business of words seri- 
ously. He sold his television and 
began turning down invitations 
to parties. 

“I’d seen people ten, even twen- 
ty years older than me, still there 
and still drifting. I realised if I was 
serious about trying to make writ- 
ing my life, I had to get focused.” 
Without the money for a lap- 
top, Mitchell wrote his first novel 
on file cards. "I read that’s how 
[Vladimir] Nabokov did it.” 

His first manuscript didn’t see 
the light of day, but his next effort, 
Ghostwritten, won him a three- 
book deal with Sceptre and was 
trumpeted by AS Byatt as “the best 
first novel I have ever read”. 

When the yen rose to prohibi- 
tive heights, Mitchell packed in 
his teaching job and settled on the 
Irish coast with his Japanese wife, 
lured by Ireland’s generous tax re- 


e gime for writers, 
f Late last year, he relocated his 

a family to the Netherlands to re- 
search a novel about a Dutch trad- 
s ing outpost in turn-of-the-nine- 
k teenth-century Japan. 

1 Had he won the Booker Prize 
d for Cloud Atlas in 2004 - Booker- 
d watchers claimed he enjoyed bet- 
ter odds than any other contender 
in the prize’s history - Mitchell 
s would only now be wrapping up 
s the winner’s obligatory “year or 
l- two on a publicity treadmill”. 

Bftchell's stammer is now barely 
piscernable, but he insists it's still 
Sthere and doubts it will ever go 
away. 

u If someone offers you tea or 
coffee and you want coffee, you 

E .y well have tea because you're 
aid you won't be able to say 
ffee'." 


He saw it as a camouflaged 
blessing when Alan Hollinghurst’s 
The Line of Beauty scooped the 
prize, allowing him to return to 
work on Black Swan Green. “While 
the Booker is very good for the 
book, it’s not necessarily good for 
the author.” 

Even at its most difficult, 
Mitchell never finds writing gru- 
elling. “I’m by nature a fairly lazy 
and ill-motivated person, and if I 
didn't believe the lows were mere- 
ly foothills to future highs, I don’t 
think I could motivate myself to 
stick at it. 

“The lows aren't really lows. The 
lows are when you’ve spent about 
three weeks on a passage and ac- 
tually you’ve been going down a 
blind alley, except that through 
that pile of crap, you've got to a 
starting point for the next time, 
when you get it right.” ■ 
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Jindabyne 


Jonathan Fisher 


It was a little strange to see Gabri- 
el Byrne and Laura Linney, two 
international household names, in 
a film about a small town in New 
South Wales. I suppose it’s a testa- 
ment to the enormous respect Ray 
Lawrence has garnered since his 
masterpiece Lantana, widely be- 
lieved to be one of the best Aus- 
tralian films ever made. 

Jindabyne bears the hallmarks 
of a natural film-maker, with 
some haunting images and power- 
ful scenes. 

It’s a worthy addition to a se- 
lection of some fantastic Austral- 
ian films that have been offered in 
the last twelve months. 

It’s impossible to discuss this 
film without revealing a couple of 
plot points. While they sound like 
big plot spoilers, I assure you, in 
the grand scheme of the film, they 
are merely auxiliary. 

The first scene of the film is 
misleadingly fast-paced. A young 
Aboriginal girl, driving on a dusty 
outback road is tailgated and even- 
tually stopped by a rough-looking 


white man in a truck. 

While this sounds like the 
opening of a Wolf Creek sequel, 
the film that follows could not be 
more different. 

After the opening credits, 
which are fittingly minimal, we 
meet Stewart (Gabriel Byrne), an 
Irishman who lives in the sleepy 
town of Jindabyne with his wife 
Claire (Laura Linney) and young 
son Tom (Sean Rees-Wemyss). 

During a fishing trip with his 
friends Carl (John Howard), Rocco 
(Stelios Yiamkis), and Billy (Simon 
Stone), Stewart discovers the dead 
body of the young Aboriginal girl 
from the opening scene. Instead 
of cutting their fishing trip short, 
the group decide to tether the 
body to a log and continue their 
boys’ weekend away. 

Therein lies their problem. They 
return to Jindabyne greeted with 
animosity for leaving the body for 
two days without reporting it. 

While this didn’t really feel 
right to me (why didn’t they lie 
about when they found the body?), 
the conflicts that arise from the 
fishing trip are fascinating to 
watch. 

One thing that I’ve noticed 
in Ray Lawrence’s films is his re- 
markable attention to detail, and 
unique ability to frame pictures. 

There were several moments in 
this film that had me mesmerised, 
trying my hardest to soak in every 
bit of their perfection. 

There’s also another theme in 
Jindabyne that appears to be one 
of Lawrence’s favourites: he is ob- 
sessed with exploring the reasons 
why people leave, and why people 
stay. The cracks in the marriage 
of Stewart and Claire are well 
and truly opened after Stewart’s 
bizarre behaviour on his fishing 
weekend. 

Snippets of Claire’s life away 
from the family with her friends 


see 


Jude (Deborah-Lee Furness) and 
Rocco’s Aboriginal girlfriend Car- 
mel (Leah Purcell) subtly reveal 
the past hostility of her marriage 
to Stewart. 

Compounding this is Stewart’s 
mother Vanessa (Betty Lucas), a 
meddling, unwelcome (by Claire) 
member of the family. What’s 
intriguing is that it’s Claire who 
vows to atone for her husband’s 
wrong, and embarks on her own 
journey for forgiveness. 

The film is inspired by the Ray- 
mond Carver short story “So Much 
Water Close to Home”, which also 
was the basis of a segment of Rob- 
ert Altman’s Shortcuts. 

It’s clear why this story has fas- 
cinated movie-makers. While the 
plot of a group of people finding 
a dead body in an isolated place 
sounds like the opening of a film 
noir piece, the perspective Ray 
Lawrence takes on the situation is 
unique. 

Instead of concentrating on 
the “murderer in our midst” pos- 
sibilities of the story, he takes a 
quieter, somewhat more powerful 
take on the consequences for the 
men who found the body. 

We are given an insight into 
the past of these characters 
through no more than dialogue 
and body gestures. In the end, the 
past of the characters and the way 
the murder acts as a propellant 
for them to deal with deep-seeded 


Aussie film makes its 
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problems is far more intriguing 
than any whodunit could be. 

While this film is enjoyable 
on many fronts, it is oh-so-slow. 
Sometimes it just meanders, as if 
it were going to come to a complete 
halt. The final scene of the film is 
an example of this (although, in 
that case, it did eventually roll to 
a stop). 

Lawrence also used an unhur- 
ried pace in Lantana, but it is al- 
most unbearable at times in Jinda- 
byne. I found myself thinking 
in some scenes that if they were 
taken out of context, the melodra- 
matic nature of them would make 
them laughable. 

Despite some moments of te- 
dium, I don’t think this film would 
have been the same without the 
pace that Lawrence gave it. It real- 
ly is a haunting film, one that reso- 
nates for hours after first viewing. 

I think that, like Lantana, it is 
a film that requires repeated view- 
ings and every bit of concentra- 
tion one can muster to truly open 
its secrets. SB 

Jindabyne is screening nation- 
ally. 

Pirates of the 
Caribbean: Dead 
Man’s Chest 

Jonathan Fisher 

It was my opinion that Jerry 
Bruckheimer lucked out with Pi- 
rates of the Caribbean: The Curse of 
the Black Pearl. The films Bruckhe- 
imer produces usually tend to be 
flashy, superficial, action-packed 
piles of garbage (Pearl Harbour, Bad 
Boys I and II). 

The first Pirates, on the other 
hand, was all of these things (ex- 
cept the garbage), and succeeded 
in spite of it. Admittedly, Johnny 
Depp’s pretty remarkable perform- 
ance as “Captain” Jack Sparrow 
aided the film’s audience accepting 


the film’s cheesy and over-the-top 
plotline. 

The reason was because his 
performance was just that: delib- 
erately cheesy and over-the-top, 
and hilarious as a result. The se- 
quel to the 2003 mega-hit, Pirates 
of the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest, 
isn’t quite as good as the original, 
but it’s worth a look for some good 
popcorn-flavoured action. 

We pick up shortly after we left 
the first Pirates film: Jack has es- 
caped, and the British government 
back on the mainland isn't happy. 

Will Turner (Orlando Bloom) 
and Elizabeth Swann (Keira 
Knightley) are also arrested, cre- 
ating some rather nasty problems 
for Governor Weatherby Swann 
(Jonathan Pryce). Cutler Beckett 
(Tom Hollander) is sent by the 
Brits to track down Jack Sparrow, 
but appears to have sinister mo- 
tives of his own. 

Jack Sparrow, meanwhile, 
has his own problems. He’s for- 
gotten that he made a deal with 
Davy Jones (Bill Nighy... well, 
Bill Nighy ’s voice, really, since his 
character looks completely CGl), 
whereby he was given thirteen 
years as captain of the Black Pearl 
in return for his soul. 

All Jack’s references to himself 
as "Captain” Jack Sparrow in the 
first film have come back to haunt 
him, as Davy Jones insists that if 
he calls himself captain, he is cap- 
tain. Oh captain, my captain. 


Trust me, the film makes the 
plot no clearer than I did in that 
last paragraph. 

Anyway, the fun begins after 
Will and Elizabeth break out of 
their cells and begin their sea-far- 
ing fun. 

There’s even a funny, if irrel- 
evant, little sideplot involving 
Norrington (Jack Davenport), 
who appears to have gone through 
some sort of Robinson Crusoe-like 
makeover. 

There are also a bunch of other 
characters from the first film (Ra- 
getti and Gibbs are given a much 
bigger role, not necessarily for the 
betterment of the film), plus some 
new ones. (Will's father, Bootstrap 
Bill, makes an appearance. Wait, 
wasn’t he dead in the first one?) 

Despite what has been written 
above, I don’t think many would go 
to a film based on an amusement 
ride called "The Pirates of the Car- 
ibbean” expecting taut plotlines, 
in-depth character development 
and scenes that become excerpts 
during the Oscars (and yes, I know 
Johnny Depp was nominated for 
an Oscar for his role in the first 
film). 

I certainly didn’t go in expect- 
ing that. What people do come to 
see are sword-fights, people saying 
“ahoy”, and jokes about rum. On 
all these counts, Dead Man’s Chest 
delivers. The CGI, while over-used, 
is quite convincing. 

The fight scenes are a little 
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^ j long-winded but satisfying, 
and there are one or two 
call-backs to Johnny Depp’s 
infamous line from the first film, 
“Why is the rum gone?” 

There is a distinct difference 
between Curse of the Black Pearl 
Jack Sparrow and Dead Man’s Chest 
Jack Sparrow. Depp’s performance 
in the first film was a pleasant sur- 
prise, and he had the disadvantage 
of high expectation in this second 
film. 

He plays Sparrow just fine, but 
most of the jokes are superficial 
and feel rehashed. Luckily, the 
size of the cast and complexity of 
the plot diverts the attention from 
him and he avoids becoming an- 
noying. 

He does, however, have sev- 
eral minutes of genius, when he is 
taken in by a tribe of natives and 
is forced to act as their chief. (On 
a related note, make sure you stay 
till the end of the credits.) 

I was really, really annoyed 
with the ending of this film. With- 
out revealing any spoilers, I can 
say that it sets it up pretty nicely 
for the third film, but that’s ALL 
it does. Humphrey Bogart saying, 
“This is the beginning of a beau- 
tiful friendship” is an ending. 
"Frankly, my dear, I don’t give a 
damn” is an ending. 

A set-up for a third film is not 
an ending. It also creates all sorts 
of plot-holes regarding continuity 
in the first film. Bruckheimer does 
it again. 

Overall, this film is not a clas- 
sic. It’s not as witty, edgy or well- 
written as the first, but it is just as 
exciting. I didn’t walk out of the 
cinema feeling robbed. 

I walked out with a smile on 
my face, thinking of swords and 
how I missed being able to see Bill 
Nighy’s face in Love Actually. Then 
I got into my car, drove home and 
moved on quite quickly onto what 
to cook for dinner. ■ 


Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead 
Man’s Chest is screening now. 


A great 
alternative - 

Summer research 
scholarships 

Researchers at Monash Engineering are using the 
largest wind tunnel in the southern hemisphere to 
model flow around the blade of a wind turbine in order 
to predict power generation and blade optimisation. 

The Faculty of Engineering at Monash University invites 
talented undergraduate students to explore the challenge 
of research via this and many other three-month summer 
projects. Benefits include $400pw (tax exempt). 

Further details and a list of research projects available 
online at: http://www.eng.monash.edu.au/research/ 
summer-scholarships/ 

Contact Liz Kemp, ph: (03) 9905 4635, 
email: liz.kemp@eng.monash.edu.au 

Closing date 22 September 2006. 


MONASH University 

Engineering 
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format of discussion from an ig- 
norant and hence reasonably ob- 
jective point of view. 

Before discussion took place, 
the show montaged a series of im- 
ages from the setting novel’s colo- 
nial time setting, whilst a voice- 
over attempted to summarise its 
plot and characters in under a 
minute. This was nowhere near 
enough time to detail what the 
discussion would delve in to, and 
is symptomatic of the marked de- 
crease of time given to arts shows 
on the ABC in the last five years. 

The panelists for the first show 
were Age literary editor Jason Ste- 
ger, actress Jacki Weaver, Marieke 
Hardy (who is the niece of prolific 
Australian author Frank Hardy), 
and Gardening Australia presenter 
Peter Cundall. 

The discussion of Desmond Cale 
showcased the show’s sloppiness, 
with very little direction of discus- 
sion, panelists interrupting each 
other and frivolous time-wasting 
by Marieke Hardy, who made in- 
ane joke after inane joke, seeming- 
ly trying to cover for the fact that 
she had little idea about what was 
being discussed. Little about the 
book became clear except that it’s 
a fat book and panelists were un- 
convinced of its merits, whether 
through discerning review or pure 
ignorance. 

But the moment that had been 
awaited had finally arrived, when 
Jennifer Byrne explained that she 
chose American Psycho because it 
she had been utterly shocked to 
recently discover it in a bookshop, 
still packaged in shrink-wrap like 


it had been almost two decades 
ago in 1991 - as if it were mere 
pornography and filth. Surely the 
most explosive novel in the mod- 
ern era would evoke an explosive 
argument! 

Jason Steger and Marieke Har- 
dy both criticised the book for its 
extensively detailed passages and 
chapters on seemingly secondary 
concerns such as the fashion and 
music of the 1980s. Bret Easton 
Ellis did spend an entire chapter 
talking about Huey Lewis and the 
News, and extensively profiled 
Whitney Houston and mentioned 
every detail of the style and brands 
of every garment that every char- 
acter wore. 

The show’s shortage of time 
didn’t allow for anything more 
than trivial comments like Har- 
dy’s “It would have worked better 
as a short story”, making her seem 
like a bigger dullard than she al- 
ready was, and making the show 
short on analysis. 

But then came Peter Cundall, 
presenter of Gardening Australia 
and “avid reader", who brought an 
explosive tirade upon the book. 
Was it for its form? Its style? Its 
themes? It overly-detailed prose? 

His criticism of the book be- 
gan with the contention that the 
ultraviolence of Patrick Bate- 
man, the novel’s main character, 
is inexplicable. But his profound 
analysis got better. Cundall con- 
cluded his critique not by saying 
that this kind of shock is perhaps 
a technique of the novel, but that 
Easton Ellis’ mind has contrived 
something so grotesque that the 


Justin Pritchard 


The First Tuesday Book Club began 
auspiciously, with the eruditely 
sassy host Jennifer Byrne an- 
nouncing the aims of the new 
show. To keep the Australian pub- 
lic, which is slowly drifting away 
from the genre of literary fiction, 
informed about which books to 
waste and not waste their pre- 
cious time on. On the first Tuesday 
of every month she and a panel of 
four noted literary experts or fa- 
natics would discuss the merits of 
a newly released book, and also a 
book which is not conventionally 
referred to as a classic, but which 
one member of the panel thinks 
should be. 

Most of the publicity surround- 
ing the show had come from Jen- 
nifer Byrne’s deciding to discuss 
whether American Psycho, the ul- 
tra-controversial 1991 novel from 
New York novelist Bret Easton El- 
lis, is a classic. 

Firstly, however, there was the 
seemingly dull matter of discuss- 
ing the 2006 Miles Franklin Award 
winner, the best Australia novel of 
the last year, The Ballad of Desmond 
Cale by Roger McDonald. Having 
not read this novel, it would be an 
opportunity to discern the show’s 
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let alone this review. But if you 
ever do, Peter, I hope you get live, 
particularly hyperactive gerbils 
shoved up your arse by a yuppie 
serial killer who then removes 
your eyeballs from their sockets, 
111^1 one with his liB^i and the 
other with his fist, both with ve- 
hement, forceful thrusts. 

If you’re offended by my poor 
pastiche of American Psycho, 
then please don’t read the novel. 
I wouldn’t recommend it to any 
literalist, and I certainly would 
never let any child of mine read it 
until they were sixteen, perhaps 
not even then. However, if you 
believe yourself to be able to un- 
derstand acts of arbitrary violence 
as having more than an arbitrary 
meaning, then I would recom- 
mend American Psycho. Certainly 
for the cut-throat world of 1980s 
high-business and yuppie-chic so- 
ciety, it is the best satirical novel 
of its time that I have read. 

Australian literary society has 
a long way to go if it is to rebuild 
its fledgling literary fiction tradi- 
tion, and an even longer way to go 
if new pieces of artistic expression 
are to be created. ■ 


book is rendered “useless” 

( unless it is used “for com- 
post”. 

Gardening Australia ? 

They must have been scraping the 
bottom of the barrel when they 
asked him to appear on the pre- 
miere; the show that would influ- 
ence thousands of people whether 
to tune in each month or not. Seri- 
ously, where the fuck did they get 
this guy? If he could only propose 
that the violence in American Psy- 
cho is mindless, not just from the 
killer within the novel but also by 
the author, then what sort of cul- 
ture is being re-established in the 
literary desert that is Australian 
society when a critic refuses to an- 
alyse an author’s purpose beyond 
entertainment or making money? 

To say that it is only useful for 
compost, rather than declining 
comment on grounds of being of- 
fended or not understanding the The First Tuesday Bookclub airs 
novel, Cundall embarrassed him- on the eponymous day of each 
self and Australian artistic society, month on abc at 10 p.m. 

and perhaps further cemented the 

appalling hyper-sensitive censor- 

ety is forced to yield to today. This 

mentality of censoring surface MHHr/ ; . ')\i~ * ■ 

violence or graphic sex (and jS^ j 

as we have already seen this year 
in the censorship of Woroni. 

delve in to the debate behind the 
controversy of American Psycho , ‘Jj 

perhaps the most controversial 
and impacting book release in 

liberal-Western society, then he 
is highly unlikely to read a lowly | 

as Woroni, let alone this issue, and gbP/ | 


SB 


Muz aedMann 
Panik 


Vance Musgrove (Muzz) and Mi- 
kah Freeman (Mann) have re- 
leased a great record. Vance, an 
anu Law student, produces his 
own music, and is rather good 
at it. He has had several releases 
and has been played by djs as big 
as Sasha. 

Mikah also had a role in this 
latest offering, Panik, named after 
the Friday night events at the club 
6am in Manuka, for whom the 
boys are promoters and DJs. 

At 8:30, the song is a longer 
than most house tunes; unfortu- 
nately, a lot of this time is wasted 
on the intro and outro. Yet the 
meat of the song is so good that 
I can never get enough. It should 
build up to its climax a lot quick- 
er, and stay there, much like an 
extended orgasm. Too much fore- 
play is bad. 

The first three minute are 
good, but at the three minute 
mark, a stabbing, thick, warm, 
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analogue, string stab comes in. 
That sends shivers down my spine 
every time. Unfortunately it does 
not last long, and we go back to 
the bass and the blips. Then at 
4:16, the shivers return. And an- 
other sound, a pad, filters in, with 
a washing texture, and my hair be- 
gins to stand on end. 

Panik is so much more than 
typical dance floor electro. There 
are no vocals, but the song has an 
addictiveness last felt when the 
Spice Girls were in the charts. It 
manages to appeal to the masses 
without being too commercial. 
There is not a hint of cheese in 
sight. This tune will quickly be 
essential for all DJs as it sends 
crowds wild. ■ 

Panik is released in September 
on 12-inch vinyl by Hussle Re- 
cordings. 
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The Saboteurs, 
Broken Boy Soldier 

Will Hodgins 


[f: £ % * 

ft ? « , £ 
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So, let's get the 
biggies out of 
the way. Yes 
this is a new 
“Jack White” 
side project, 
and, yes, they 
used to be called The Raconteurs. 
Apparently some Aussies came up 
with the name first. (Go, us!) 

The trouble with evaluating 
new bands that hold within their 
ranks serious “big names”, is that 
the inevitable comparisons are of- 
ten unfair to both parties. Not so 
with The Saboteurs and their de- 
but album Broken Boy Soldier. 

This album is no less worthy 
of praise than any of the White 
Stripes’ work, however it doesn’t 


surpass those albums either. 

Good examples of ordinary 
and successful side-projects can 
be found in Australia’s own The 
Wrights (ye gods, what possessed 
them?), and white-hot awesome 
Eagles of Death Metal (QOTSA’s Josh 
Homme and friends). Anyone who 
isn’t familiar with the latter ought 
to pick it up, it’s probably cheap-as 
now and oh-so-worth it. 

That being said, I’m going to go 
right ahead and answer the ques- 
tion I suspect most of you want 
answered. Is Jack better off with 
these guys than with Meg? Well... 
yeah kinda. 

Having shelled out my cash 
for the last White Stripes album, 
listening to this makes me wish 
Jack had teamed up these blokes 
sooner. Let’s be frank, Get Behind 
Me, Satan was too much of a con- 
cept album for its own good. 

Trying to listen to that thing 
all the way through was like try- 
ing to enjoy sex whilst radically 
changing position every five sec- 
onds: "... Oh, yeah, that’s so good... 
uh, excuse me... Okay, we’re doing 
what now?...” 

Broken Boy Soldiers definitely 
rewards those who take the time 
to listen to it right through. At 33 
minutes in length it shouldn’t take 
up to much of your precious tight- 
ly-budgeted student time either. 

For album highlights you just 
can’t go past “Store Bought Bones”, 
if anything this should be why 
you buy the album. Full of Jack’s 
squealing guitar and what sounds 
like a church organ, this track cas- 
cades through you and at 2 min- 
utes 25, it’s over far too soon. 

The title track is damn good 
but I defy anyone to listen to it un- 
warned and not think it's Robert 
Plant and the rest of Led Zeppelin 
at work. “Steady as She Goes” will 
probably sound familiar as it has 
played the "ambassador” for this 
album, getting a lot of airplay (es- 
pecially on Triple- J). 

Those punters out there with 
self-imposed allergies to any- 


thing remotely popular (you know 
who you are, you snobs), probably 
won’t go anywhere near this due to 
Jack’s status. That would be a mis- 
take though: this is refreshing and 
a good listen, just don’t expect to 
be blown away. 

It’s indulgent and decadent, 
but luckily the Chili Peppers have 
the experience, talent and brains 
to pull it off. ■ 

The Vines, Vision 
Valley 

Will Hodgins 




Vision Valley... 
ooh, trippy. As 
far as I can tell 
the latest al- 
bum from Aus- 
tralia’s second 
most over- 
hyped band of the last 5 years (no 
prizes for figuring out who occu- 
pies first place) has arrived in a re- 
freshingly low-key fashion. 

While Triple J-heads nationwide 
will be quite happy to point out 
that Vision Valley shared “album of 
the week” status on the J in late 
March, The Vines are no longer be- 
ing hailed the saviours of Oz rock 
as they were back in 2001. 

It’s a testament to the quality 
of their recordings that I actually 
took the time a few years back 
to listen to albums 1 and 2. After 
first being introduced to The Vines 
through their set at Homebake 
’02, I along with any other Vines 
virgins present could have been 
forgiven for dismissing the “drug- 
fucked to the point of complete 
incoherence” Craig Nicholls & Co. 
as being shittier than a septic tank 
explosion. 

I am however, a late convert. 
The quality of their compositions 
and grungy creative energy on 
both previous recordings (when 
they actually seem interested in 
the music being played) is without 
exception awesome. 


((( 
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It’s a pity then that 
« this latest album doesn’t 
impress with quite the 
same consistency. Fans ought not 
despair though; there are gems 
here, just as there are catchy of- 
ferings destined for use as the 
channel ten sports show theme, 
and commercial radio high rota- 
tion in three to five years time. 

Track 9 "Fuck Yeh” is unfor- 
tunately one of the latter. It’s a 
confusing track because instru- 
mentally it very nearly succeeds 
at kicking arse but the lyrics just 
suck that much that you feel em- 
barrassed for poor old Craig. 

Thankfully that low smear is 
quickly wiped away by one of the 
best tracks of the record. “Future- 
tarted” will have all the Nirvana- 
comparing types out there leaping 
to their feet with a resounding, “I 
told you so!” 

If you are broad minded enough 
to look past the whole "derivative” 
issue (and you’ll have to be with 
this album), you’ll get a kick out of 
the grunge enthusiasm of Future- 
tarded. 

While we’re on the subject of 
wearing their influences on their 
sleeves, “Candy Daze” absolutely 
screams “Beatles tribute”, and in 
the opinion of this humble review- 
er is easily the best track on offer. 

The majority of the remain- 
ing songs combine to make this 
The Vines’ mellowest album yet, 
and for fans it’s worth the asking 
price. For Vines newbies (who are 
you three, by the way?), previous 
albums are a higher priority. 

A quick word on the DVD that’s 
currently included with the al- 
bum. Video whores like myself 
will probably find amusement in 
Nicholls’ myriad of “fucked up” 
facial contortions, as well as the 
guy who repeatedly hits himself in 
the face with a shoe in time with 
the drums on the “Outtathaway” 
video. 

There’s also a studio walk- 
through with the album’s produc- 
er that amounts to nothing more 
than "... and this is the mic/amp/ 
instrument used on the album...’’, 
cue long boring shot of mic/amp/ 
instrument. Yawn. ■ 


Panik, 

6am, 4 August 

Saad Hafiz 


performed a choreographed dance 


My favourite track, “In White 
Rooms” by Booka Shade, was 
played, and I like many others 
went wild, by the short, sharp 
synths, the deep bass, and the 
synthesised drums. 

Also, the remix of Malente’s 
“Killer Applikation” by the Aston 
Shuffle (Mikah, Ross, and Vance 
again) is so good that it’s hard to 
imagine three dudes in their house 
made it - from Canberra no less. 

At around ia.m., the wheels 
of steel (or plastic platters) we're 
passed onto the main guest, Linus 
Loves. Known for his stunning 
remix ability, he has just released 
an artist album, which shows the 
same uncanny knack and skill for 
production that his remixes dem- 
onstrate. 

Most DJs make an entrance, 
by letting the last record play 
out, or stopping it, or turning off 
the power. Linus did none of this, 
seamlessly mixing from Mikah’s 
last record to his first. I don’t know 
what this means. Maybe he is un- 
der confident about his DJ-ing. 

Maybe he’s not a show off, or 
doesn’t like people knowing he has 
arrived. If not for watching the D j 
booth, I wouldn’t have known that 
he had started playing. 

Instantly, the dance floor 
halved. This can be a good thing, 
as it means the DJ is saying “Okay, 
I’m taking you where I want to 
go.” He was “cleansing” the floor. 
But unfortunately, Loves wanted 
to go to a place few others did. He 
played too fast and too hard, too 
early. By 3 a.m., when Loves fin- 
ished his set, most of the punters 
were ready to leave, and a lot of 
people had gotten bored and left 
early anyway. 

I hate saying it, but the night 


Friday, 4 August was the launch of 
Canberra’s latest nightspot, “6am”. 
And it was the launch of a new 
weekly event, Panik@6am. A night 
for electro, indie, and breaks, its 
been designed as something a bit 
different from the usual Academy 
type events. 

Organised by the boys from 
the brilliant Deepthroat nights at 
Toast, including Mikah Freeman, 
Ross McGrath, Vance Musgrove, 
and Hubert, as well as Canber- 
ra’s best record store - Landspeed 
- Panik promised to be a brilliant 
event. 

6am is in the heart of Manuka, 
where FM’s used to be - upstairs 
opposite the cinemas. The interior 
has been completely revamped, 
with a $120,000 sound system 
that’ll quickly turn you deaf if 
abused, a bar in the vein of Lot 
33, lots of sofas and seats, and a 
DJ booth that DJ wet dreams are 
made of. 

Having heard about this some 
months back, I was immensely 
looking forward to the event. 
Upon arriving at 11p.m., I was 
greeted to thick, heavy, sex-filled 
electro bass lines, and funky per- 
cussion sounds. 

“Oh no, I’ve died and landed 
in bass hell,” I thought until I was 
slapped, and realised I was listen- 
ing to none other than the sounds 
of Mikah Freeman. 

Playing his signature blend of 
1980s tracks with modern electro 
bombs, Mikah really worked the 
crowd, quickly whipping them 
into a frenzy. And then a 1980s 
song was dropped, and two rather 
attractive girls wearing outfits 
reminiscent of nurse’s uniforms 
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was a little disappointing. Which 
is too bad, as there was so much 
potential. Linus Loves’ playing 
was not an accurate representa- 
tion of the sounds of his album 
and remixes, or the releases on the 
Breastfed label. The potential was 
not exploited. 

However, it is a great venue. 
And there was great music and 
great DJs prior to Loves. So Panik 
is not the problem, it was the par- 
ticular guest DJ. 

I look forward to the next 
event, and I’m sure it will be bet- 
ter. After all, the opening night of 
any new place is a very stressful 
event for everyone involved. 


You Am I/Vasco Em, 
ANU Ear, 21 July 



The ANU Bar had regained its soul 
for a night. I had seen some great 
concerts at the Uni Bar in the last 
year including Jebediah, Wolf- 
mother, Tim Rogers, and the Tem- 
perance Union and The Cat Em- 
pire, but it had never recaptured 
the vibe of the old bar circa 1999. 

On 21 July, You Am I brought 
that old vibe back. 

Maybe it’s that You Am I shared 
a lot in common with the ANU Bar 
over the course of their respec- 
tive histories. Both have been ig- 
nored by higher musical powers; 
the profitability of both has come 
under question; and there is a 
sweaty, grimy, seedy feel to both. 
The similarities have kept You Am 
I returning to Canberra and the 
' Uni Bar for many years. 

The night began with support 
from The Vasco Era. As I rocked up 


late I don’t want to diss this band’s 
sound in the final minutes of their 
set without having heard them 
properly. 

After The Vasco Era’s set the 
crowd rapidly grew from almost 
nothing to a packed house. The 
motley crew of crowd tentatively 
edged toward the stage, indicating 
its resplendence with lukewarm 
fans, doubters or uncertain new- 
comers. 

The crowd was still perplexed 
when You Am I hit the stage. Mod- 
erate applause led in to the open- 
ing song, “Thuggery”, which opens 
with a cute ditty-like feel about it. 

The roundabout acoustic mel- 
ody then blasted into explosive 
skiffle-rock, leaving the crowd be- 
mused by the hardcore folk-coun- 
try rock, but drawing them in with 
this pearl of a song off their latest 
album Convicts. 

The band continued with the 
newies, both enthralling the crowd 
with how well Convicts translates 
to stage, but also teasing them 
with the expectation of old clas- 
sics. The brilliant thing about You 
Am I concerts is that the old clas- 
sics, which must have been played 
thousands of times, still maintain 
freshness and sincerity. 

The suburban working-class 
ballad "If We Can’t Get it Togeth- 
er” was beautifully sung, and Dav- 
ey Lane nailed the country-esque 
solo. “Baby Clothes” was sung with 
particularly sincerity, Tim Rogers 
dedicating it to the late Stuart 
Speed, bass player for The Temper- 
ance Union. 

It also served to burn the 
mindless idiots at the front of the 
crowd who were frenetically, yet 
so inanely chanting at Tim Rog- 
ers to skull some vodka. Rogers’ 
response? “Tell that to my friend 
who died of cirrhosis a couple of 
weeks ago. Be good to the people 
around you ‘cause they’ll be leav- 
ing soon.” 

This was just one of many re- 
markable exchanges with the 
crowd which elevates Rogers and 
You Am I in terms of audience in- 
teraction and gig atmosphere. 

After the crowd had sung along 


to the “all rights” and “woo hoos” 
of “Soldiers” and “Mr Milk”, the 
famous introduction to “Cathy’s 
Clown” began, but just before the 
climax to the intro occurred, the 
band stopped the song on a dime, 
to a pleasing groan from the crowd, 
before Rogers whispered in to the 
mic, “That’s right. We wrote it,” 
and bashing out this old favourite 
with as much energy as they did 12 
years ago when they wrote it. 

It was pleasing to see a song- 
writer, revered by many and tout- 
ed as one of the finest, to enjoy his 
own songs too. 

“Secrets” from the latest al- 
bum was the song of the night, 
and afterward the band departed 
the stage for Rogers to sing alone. 
The classic ballad “Damage” and 
the grungier “Jaimme’s Got a 
Gal” was amazing. The latter song 
again brought a tone of despond- 
ence over the bar as Rogers again 
dedicated a song to recently de- 
parted friend, but watching these 
songs as solo performances was an 
unforgettable experience. 

The band rejoined Rogers on 
stage and banished the bad vibes 
by rocking out to old favourites 
Berlin Chair and Coprolalia and 
new beaut of a rock jaunt “It Ain’t 
Funny How We Don’t Talk Any- 
more”. 

The encore further spoiled a 
Canberra crowd who don’t often 
see bands at the peak of their tour- 
ing schedules. Despite a month 
of touring and Splendour in the 
Grass to play in three days, Rog- 
ers announced, “We don’t often 
play this one as a band, which is 
strange considerin’ it’s our ‘Great- 
est Hit’”, before strumming the 
iconic chords to “Heavy Heart”, the 
ballad about getting "dropped”. 

The night changed mood one 
more time for by Rogers pointing 
to a genuinely surprised Davey 
Lane to play the solo from a ran- 
dom song and then breaking in to 
Spinal Tap’s “Sex Farm”. 

A beautiful night of ballads, 
rock sprees and hootenanny-in- 
spiring skiffle beats. Let’s hope its 
not the final time they play Can- 
berra. ■ 
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Saad’s auickfire CD reviews 


Saad Hafiz 


Lily Allen, Alright Still 


Think of The 
Streets, but 
with a female 
vocalist, and 
a sound that 
doesn’t ap- 
pear as it 


of In My Mind are brilliant. And 
the songs may work quite well 
with other vocalists. |'v ' 

Ultimately, Pharell simply can- 
not sing or rap, and that is the 
demise of this record. Some of 

A ‘. 

the sounds may be cliched, and 
the Neptunes sound is a bit tiring . 4 . 
now, but, even so, every track is a ■% 
great instrumental. 

Furthermore, Pharell tries to 
be too gangsta, which does not 
suit his pretty boy, sophisticated 
image. A real disappointment. 
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“ — — ^ — iij were record- suit his pretty boy, sophisticated 
ed in a closet, and a more fun, pop- image. A real disappointment, 
py feel, and you have Lily Allen. 

The single “Smile” has done 
very well in the charts, with Lily 

rapping melodically about harsh Housexy Spring 2006, mixed by 

London life, and all the typical girl Alan Thompson 

problems. 

Alright Still is heavily influ- ^ 1 — 

enced by dub and reggae sounds 
(David Rodriguez, I don’t want 
to hear anything from you), and 
comes off the better for it. In fact, 

I’m not ashamed to admit that I 
quite like this pop album, and I 

would highly recommend. Essen- » . 1 * 

tial listening. distributed by the Ministry of 
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Housexy has 

been around 

in the UK for 

a couple of 
r 

years, but 
this is its 
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tial listening. distributed by the Ministry of 
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. The tag line is that it isn t .style 

over substance. .. it’s about quality 
Pharell Williams, In My Mind House music”. . 

This album does largely deliv- ' 

Pharell is one er. Its not all that sexy, as I define 

8 ™ of the hot- deep house in the vein of Miguel ' 

test hip hop Migs to be sexy, but Housexy is 

producers definitely more sophisticated than 

around. The the Ministry of Sound releases. 

Neptunes - This is largely due to the fact 

phhrrell of which that the double CD encompasses 

mmumino . , , , r , • 

Pharell is a music over the past decade, and 

principle member - have been re- not just the past year, and some 

sponsible for providing the music of the more less commercial re- 

for the some of the biggest hip leases. 

hop/R’n’B chart successes in the All sorts of sounds are ex- 0:^ 

last few years. plored, from disco . to electro to 

However, In My Mind falls way, funky, and is a good snapshot of 
way short of the mark. Everyone \ House music. It would be equally 
has heard the first single, featur- at home on the dance floor or the 
ing Gwen Stef ani, “Can I Have It - pool side. ■ 

Like That” - quite possibly the Houstylish, housophisticated. 


PHHRRELL 

in my mino 


sponsible for providing the music 
for the some of the biggest hip 
hop/R’n’B chart successes in the 
last few years. 

However, In My Mind falls way, 
, ' -:m iW!-U -U 1. c.. 
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Key card access for privacy 
Baby changing table 
Nappy disposal unit 
Privacy screen for breastfeeding 
Comfortable chairs 
Kitchenette 
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PARENTING ROOMS 
For Students & Staff 


THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY 


Two parenting rooms are available on campus, 
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Chifley Library, 3 rd floor 
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For information on accessing these new facilities 
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please contact Equity & Diversity staff: 

T: 6125 3352/6125 3868 

E: EquityandDiversity@anu.edu.au &UBmP 

www. anu . edu . au/eauity 
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M, Make Woroni 
Wt- less boring! 


^■OotL 


Cliched though it may sound, Woroni relies on sz 

students for its material. We can't publish if r j£jjj|j 
you don't submit stuff. Jfo 

So why not give it a go? After all, we print all jgg fejK SHI 
the letters we receive, and we're pretty open Jj jj IS 

about the sorts of material we run as articles. 

Some of the stuff we like are: letters, arti- 
cles, gossip, news, sports stuff, and humour. 

If you want to send in images or photos, go 
right ahead! Try to send us nice big originals 

_ r . llrrw 

so they look good in print. ; ‘ :,7,a 

woroni@anu.edu.au 


ir.ry tauytn 




By Saturday, 5 th September 
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ANUSA Elections 2006 



Vice-President 


Anna Verney (Diversify) 

I'm running as an independent Vice 
President committed to moving the SA 
forward next year as an accountable and 
consultative organisation. I see the VP 
role as central to advocating for ANU 
students' rights and welfare: the continued 
strength of clubs and societies under 
VSU, the support of students on income 
assistance and in educational appeals. These policy initiatives 
require energy and experience to implement, 



i 





Candidate Statements 


which I have from two years in the LSS (this year as Social Director), 
work with Amnesty and living on-campus. Vote for experience and 
independence - vote to DIVERSIFY. 


President 


Claudia Newman-Martin (Diversify) 

ANUSA needs experience and innovation. 
I have the unique experience that ANUSA 
^K||| needs, representing students in several 
ANUSA committees. I spent 2006 
*6 v . IBs] communicating with clubs as Chair of the 
Clubs and Societies' Committee. I 
organised O Week and Bush Week, 
i mPBEfe | gaining tens or thousands of cellars in 
sponsorship. Yet, I have fresh ideas and a vision for the future. 
I'm not afraid to make necessary improvements, ensuring ANUSA's 
relevance to students. ANUSA must reaffirm its position as an 
advocacy organisation. You need a strong voice. You need an 
independent, DIVERSE, competent team to represent you. 


Michael Jones (Indigo) 

Vico Presidents are often seen as the leftovers 
person, nosing around the feet of the 
President to see if any tasty projects come 

their way. But this is not so. A Vice President, §■ 

more so than most other oositions, needs to 

vfc ry_ 

be prepared to show initiative and to pursue JJM8 

projects which will benefit the student 

community as a whole. As ANUSA VP 1 would 

endeavour to fulfil the duty to promote issues relevant to students' 

education within and without the university while ensuring that ANUSA 

as a whole remained accessible to students. 


Treasurer 


Tim Vines (Indigo) 


B What is ANUSA for, but to represent 

students and support their efforts to create Dave Edwards (Indigo) 
a vibrant community? Having experienced The Students' Association is facing a much 

ft 

both Hall and off-campus lifestyles I see slimmer budget next year, under VSU. 

clubs and societies as wonderful avenues Departments and Clubs and Societies are » 

for students to form lasting friendships. It going to be worst hit, and the future of campus 

is important that these organisations life hangs in the balance. As the treasurer of 

survive. Further, when problems confront Jellybabies Club, I have more hands-on 

sludents it is crucial that an independent, committed and passionate experience with finances than your average 

SA is prepared to lobby to ensure that student concerns are Accounting major (oh, and I'm one of them 

addressed within the University. The representation and advocacy too!). Next year’s budget needs to be well-balanced and responsible, 

roles are what draw me and other Indigo candidates to ANUSA. I -without forsaking our responsibilities to students. I'm committed to 
hope my experiences can be of service to ANUSA. ensuring that the Students’ Association, and the campus community it 

supports, remains viable for years to come. 


Shobaz Kandola (Diversify) 

We can't afford to make mistakes next year. 

The pressure on our finances is too great. We 

need to invest our reserves, seek sponsorship. •• 

maximise our revenue and spend wisely. 1 *mt' » 

These are the foundations of my work as ft -,sa(KBKfcB.-T- 

Union Board Chair and the very measures 

ANUSA needs most. I have successfully run a 

large business this year, I have strategically managed resources to 

generate income, I have been on the Clubs and Societies' Committee. 

I know where the money needs to go and I know where to find it. 
Don’t risk ANUSA's future - vote for someone you can trust. 
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the LSS, inter-college sport and ANUSA. I have experience and 


General Secretary 


energy 


Desmond Ko (Diversify) 


Marina Salas (Indigo) 

There's not much I'll say no to. So here I am, 
snatching up this chance with schoolgirl 
enthusiasm. Because really, few other students 
can claim to lead the spectacularly fun- 
crammed, suntanned, scintillating social life as I, 
who forgot to apply for the requisite friend-filTed 
residence halls and could count on one finger 
the number of times I've set foot in 
Mooseheads. The couch is my castle, the home 
my highway. Cast your votes my way. 


Being Gen Sec involves more than 
wielding a pen and paper. ANUSA needs 
" a Gen Sec with the ability, understanding 

it and ideas to revitalise the structure of the 

. organisation - making it relevant and 

accessible. I’ve been heavily involved as 
an elected representative this year, 
/.r'-v |n g on the English Conversational 
Groups and initiating a laptop leasing scheme. As a resident of 
Bruce Hall, I understand accommodation issues. As a student from 
overseas, I know the pressures placed on international students. 
I'm running on the DIVERSIFY ticket because it represents all 
groups, allowing views to be aired without political interference. 


Education Officer 


Liz Knox (Indigo) 


Tully Fletcher (Diversify) 

Guys, my name is Elizabeth and I am Educational advocacy is about ensuring that 

running for Gen Sec with Indigo, I have the voice of students rings loud and clear in 1 . 

been involved in all sorts of organisational the committee rooms of our university. Under h V v- * 

roles since coming to ANU in 2004, both the intense pressure of nationally reduced 

in ressies and this year as a Gen Rep. I Commonwealth funding the ANU will continue 

was secretary of the Social Interhall to restructure itself and remodel degrees. Our 

Committee in 2005 and so know just how challenge is to ensure that the best interests 

exciting taking minutes can be, not to of students and education remain at the heart 
mention the thought of saying the word “abstention" over and over of these changes, l am a committed and experienced student advocate 

again makes me giddy. But seriously I love to organise and be in and representative, and I will work professionally, consultatively and 

control however varied the situation. collaboratively on your behalf to maintain and enhance the learning 

experience offered at the ANU. 


Social Officer 


Woroni 

Helen Zhang (Diversify) 

■ As a current Gen Rep, i know that Justin Pritchard & Saad Hafiz (Woroni Endorsed) 

ANUSA’s unrealistic sponsorship policy will As the Executive Editor and Reviews Editor, writing, editing, and 

destroy social life. Clubs and Societies interviewing Robert Fisk, DBC Pierre, Peter Carey and The Hilltop 

have been omitted from ANUSA ’s five Hoods, we have been a major part of the Woroni team which has 

' 

. priority areas. Sponsorship is not the sought to give students a right to air their well informed opinions, no 

antithesis of ethics: the two must coexist. matter how offensive they may be. We will continue to oppose the 

We can’t sit back and wait for people to naVve belief that censoring remarks which are genuinely held beliefs of 

ANU students is the right course for the ANU Campus forum. Only 
looking and dynamic approach. This is the only way that we can through open debate, displaying opinions from the extreme boundaries 

guarantee a successful 0 Week, Bush Week, and the existence of of the ideological spectrum, will the readership be truly informed and 

our DIVERSE clubs. I am involved in social organisation in John's, even more complex debate take place. 


offer us money. We need a forward 


Woroni apologizes for any mistakes or omissions due to the very short deadline it was given for this publication. 

The positions of Disabilities Officer, Women’s Officer, Sexuality Officer and Indigenous Officer have only one candidate 
each. The Environment Officer has two candidates but neither has submitted statements for publication - the candidates are 
Simon Copland (Collective Endorsed) and Eoin McMillan (Independent). 
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Arts Faculty Representatives — 

Ben Lyons and Daniel Glover (All Left All Stars) 

Our aims as Arts Faculty Representatives 
are: 1. To advocate the needs of students to 
the Faculty of Arts by being approachable 
and by providing a good number of 
resources to aid students with any problems 
they may be having. 2. To attempt to 
maintain a high flexibility for Arts students in studying the areas that 
they have an interest in. 3. As a part of ensuring flexibility for Arts 
students, we will advocate for no more course cuts, We are 
particularly concerned about the number of courses under threat In 
the areas of Film Studies and Gender, Sexuality and Cultural 
Studies. 

Saskia Vervoorn (Indigo) 

B Coming fresh into ANUSA, I am no jaded 
student politician. The Indigo ticket allows me 
to represent the interests of Arts students first 
and foremost, without being bound by a party 
line.- My skills as diplomatic negotiator allow 
me to communicate with staff and students 
alike. More importantly, I get things done. 
This position would allow me to develop both academic and social 
aspects of the university, .making it a better place to be for both 
resident and off-campus students. I look forward to be an advocate 
for your interests and concerns 

Duncan McGrath (Diversify) 

Coming fresh to ANUSA, I come fresh with 
ideas. These ideas are inspired by the 
DIVERSE rartge of subjects that I am 
undertaking. From a background of language 
studies and polsci to linguistics and 
psychology, I am passionately ready to 
represent every Arts student no matter what 
your area of study. As Arts faculty representative I would advocate 
a more consistent lecture recording system, anonymous 
assessment and improved accessibility of arts students to a greater 
DIVERSITY of subject areas relevant to your major. Highly 
approachable, I'm in this for you, not my resume and I've got 

Russell Buzby (Indigo) 

As a third year Arts/Law student I know that 
my heart and soul truly belongs to the 
Humanities. Surely, in this world of rampant 
social " scientists, wielding their political 
theories and international diplomas about the 
place, it is time to look upon those areas of 
academia: English, history... Latin, which have given so much to our 


energy for change. 





civilisation. As Arts Rep I would like to see greater recognition given to 
the Humanities department, while raising the profile of an Arts major 
within the university in general. Why vote Buzby? Why Not!? 

Anya Aidman (Diversify) 

So you've heard it all. "I’m going to revolutionise ANUSA" or 
“I bring vibrancy and dedication”. The truth is, you’re sick of * 
advertising and want it straight. So here it Is: I’m Anya, I love 
Uni and I think the Arts faculty is the UNI HUB! I'm going to 
make sure that the Arts fac only gets BIGGER and BETTER! 

I will make lectures pod-cast and ensure a greater 
DIVERSITY of courses are accessible. I'm not going to just sit back - 
if you need anything done, tell me and I will work for you! 



Asian Studies Faculty Reps 


Sam McGregor (Diversify) 

Are you sick of being late for class because you can't find a car park? 
Do you dread the though of your clubs and societies being destroyed? 
Do you believe that Asian Studies' Students deserve strong and 
independent representation? As an Asian Studies fac rep. I'll work to 
improve the faculty. But I don't think my role is limited to the faculty. I 
will lobby the university to make necessary improvements so that we 
get the education we pay for, the education we deserve. Vote 1 for 
DIVERSIFY to get a team with strong experience, broad skills, and 
fresh ideas. 

Sonya Russell (Indigo) 

If elected as the Asian Studies Faculty 
Representative on the Student's Association in 
2007, I will pursue a policy of 'back to basics' - 
encouraging the Faculty to fulfil fundamental 
obligations to students such as lecture taping, 
adequate use of WebCT and transparent degree 
and major organisation. I am highly interested in student feedback 
regarding future course options, expanding student knowledge of 
possible career options as well as advocating student needs and 
concerns within the College. I am a third year Arts/Asian Studies 
student currently living on campus. 

Ben Archer (Diversify) 

What you get with a vote for Ben Archer is a 
vote for DIVERSITY, transparency, and integrity. 

I am 100% committed to your needs within Asian 
Studies. When I was at Newcastle University, I 
voted against increased fees, reduction of staff 
and services, as well as being an advocate for 
student issues with on-campus residents. If you want someone to fight 
to have your lectures taped, to have your timetable clash free 
regardless of what other degree you're doing, as well as being YOUR 
advocate within Asian Studies, then vote to DIVERSIFY, vote Ben 
Archer. 
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Economics & Commerce 
Faculty Reps 


Laura Crespo (Indigo) 

So, I’ve being President of ANUSA this year 

and there's always more to do! How about 

le3rnin 9° 1 don't knew about you, out there's 

got to be more than the standard two lecture 
#M|H one tutorial model. How about finding a way to 
fl feel more comfortable in speaking up in those 
dreaded tutorials? The ANUSA English Conversational group's 
initiative has been a huge success, but there’s defiantly room for 
growth. Most importantly though, I'd just like to continue helping 
out in ANUSA... you could help too: get out and vote INDiGO! 

Alicia Lin (Indigo) 

As an Actuarial Studies student I know 
about the academic challenges that 
economics and commerce students face. 
Thus, I aim to give students a say in the 
development of coursework and in 
administrative procedures in order to make 
the experience as fluid and enjoyable as 
possible. Given the composition of eco/comm students, I aim to 
meet the needs of international and combined degree students, to 
maintain consistency in the quality of tutors and to help make the 
subject material more accessible to all. I hope you will give me the 
opportunity to represent your thoughts about the faculty. 



James Battams (Diversify) 

In my year and a half in the 
Economics and Commerce Faculty 
I have seen the kinds of things that 

need changing. Diversify will work towards fairer assessment, 

% 

spread out between tasks. Diversify believes in more flexible 
assessment, with more redeemable tasks and fewer 80% exams. I 
am also concerned with helping students do well in their 
assessment - we need more than just English Conversational 
Groups - we need an ANU sponsored English course to help 
students with the written and oral aspects of their degrees. Vote for 
me to ensure improvements in your faculty. 


diversify 



Hamish Stephens 


(Diversify) 

As a student studying Finance and 
Actuarial studies, I am no stranger to the 
workings of the College of Business and 
Economics. I am keen to meet one-on-one 
with any student struggling with individual 
issues and present their problems to the 


board. Being treasurer of the ECS, I am no stranger to meetings with 
the Dean and ensuring that things get done in a timely manner. I have 
the experience and the passion to be the best representative for 
students. A vote for me is a vote for an independent, capable and 
DIVERSE ticket. 


Engineering & Information 
Technology Faculty Reps 

Francis Toledo Silvia (Diversity) 

I am currently in my second year of 
an engineering degree. I want to be 
faculty representative because I 
have seen the good work that the 
guys this year have done in getting improvements in our courses, and 
in making uni life a bit easier. I will work to continue this trend. I will 
always be open to new ideas and look for further ways to improve the 
faculty. I will assist the Engineering Students' Society. I won't let VSU 
destroy one of the biggest and best clubs on campus. Vote for 
DIVERSIFY for broad, independent, competent representation. 

Brendan Hogan (Diversify) 

The transition from school to uni is 
often a difficult one. The way we 
can make it easier is by having 
accessible learning, minimising lecture clashes, and creating a strong 
social network. IT students have suffered too many lecture clashes 
over the past few years. I will encourage inter-faculty communication 
to prevent this. I will advocate more parking. I will encourage flexible 
exam arrangements for students who apply. Vote for an independent 
representative with fresh ideas - vote to DIVERSIFY! 

Also Running: Deepii Raja (Indigo)n and Amy Tielu (Indigo) 

Law Faculty Representatives 

Ursula Gwynn (Diversify) 

I'm currently a 3rd year arts/law student from 
John XXIII College. I intend to liaise with 
students and the law faculty as actively as 
possible to voice and address our student 
needs effectively. I have been involved with 
the LSS since arriving at ANU and am keen to 
continue being involved with the law school 
and see objectives such as compulsory lecture 
taping be achieved. As an independent running with DIVERSIFY I'll 
ensure the faculty know exactly what it is our wide and varied student 
body want, and that they get as much of it as possible! 

Also Running: Jatine Patel (Diversify), Dave Mao (Indigo), Matej Malicek 
(Independent), Michael Hertel (Diversify) 



diversify* 


diversify* 



r 
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NUS Elections 2006 


Candidate Statements 


Elinor Jean (Against Racism and War) 

lm Elinor Jean and I'm standing as NUS delegate. I've been active 
3,1 year fighting against the Iraq war, against anti-Muslim racism and 
recently against Israel's brutal assault on Lebanon and Palestine. 
* m a member of Socialist Alternative. As NUS delegate, I will argue 
that NUS needs to lead a national student campaign against war 
and racism. So if you hate John Howard, his warmongering, his 
stacks on Australian workers and students, and his revolting 
racism: Vote Against Racism & War. Or even better - talk to us 
a bout how you can get involved in fighting back right here on 
campus] 

Harry Paternoster (Against Racism and War) 

I believe our Student Association needs to take ab leading role in 
fi9hting racism on campus and abroad. Howard's racist campaign 
a 9ainst Muslims and Arabs, most recently in support of Israel's 
^Qssacres in Lebanon, must be opposed. As students, the most 
e ffective way to do this is to make our National Union of Students 
take a lead whenever these outrages occur. Of course, this means 
c °ntinuing to affiliate to NUS. But to have a strong, national body, 
need strong student associations on every campus - so i’ll also 
be pushing to get full-funding for our own one.' 

Kyla Cassells (Against War and Racism) 

The past year has shown that there are a whole lot of issues that 
NUS should be fighting around. There have been race riots in 
^ronulla; continual fear mongering over the War "on Terror'', and, 
on top of this, Israeli attacks on Lebanon and Gaza. Students are 
direclly affected by the racism that these kind of events create. I'm 
standing for NUS delegate because I think students need a Union 
Committed to fighting racism and war, and standing up to the 
Howard government. So if you're against racism, and you're against 
fear-mongering and war, vote Kyla Cassells for NUS delegate. 

Zoe Speck, Matt Byrne, Peter Boyle and Claire 
Bongiorno (All Left All Stars) 

Didyou know that all delegates to National Conference sit and vote 
with a national faction? The Labor Students Club sit and vote with a 
binding Labor faction. The 'Independents' sit with the small 
independent caucus and vote according to how they feel on day. 

All Left All Star candidates are the only candidates that sit with a 
nm-binding, left-wing caucus. We believe this is the best way to 
represent ANU students. As your national delegates we promise to 
b« a progressive voice at national conference. And as we sit with a 
non-binding caucus, factional positions won't override the interests 
dANU students. 


Unlike some other tickets, we support NUS affiliation. We believe that 
the ANU Students Association must remain affiliated to this peak 
representative body to have ANU students concerns heard and to 
make NUS a more viable and representative body. 

In past years, our NUS delegates have given priority to environmental 
and queer issues. Last year, while candidates from other tickets were 
making factional deals, we participated in rural and regional campus 
discussions (as ANU is considered a regional campus) to promote the 
interests of ANU students. We also participated in VSU planning and 
campaigning meetings. 

When voting for NUS delegates, know what you are voting for. 

Vote All Left All Stars for a progressive voice at this years National 
Conference. 


Tim Vines (Indigo) 

What is ANUSA for, but to represent students 
and support their efforts to create a vibrant 
community? Having experienced both Hall and 
off-campus lifestyles I see clubs and societies as 
wonderful avenues for students to form lasting 
friendships. It is important that these 
organisations survive. Further, when problems 
confront students it is crucial that an independent, committed and 
passionate SA is prepared to lobby to ensure that student concerns 
are addressed within the University. The representation and advocacy 
roles are what draw me and other Indigo candidates to ANUSA. I hope 
my experiences can be of service to ANUSA. 

Laura Crespo (Indigo) 

So, I've being President of ANUSA this year and 
there’s always more to do! How about finding 
some more inventive methods of learning? I don’t 
know about you, but there's got to be more than 
the standard two lecture one tutorial model. How 
about finding a way to feel more comfortable in 
speaking up in those dreaded tutorials? The 
ANUSA English Conversational group's initiative has been a huge 
success, but there’s defiantly room for growth. Most importantly 
though, I'd just like to continue helping out in ANUSA... you could help 
too: get out and vote INDiGO! 

Also Running: Tom Roth (Diversify), Bee Thornberry (Indigo), Toby 
Halligan (Indigo), Robin Stevenson (Independent), James Higgins 
(Independent), Denielle Brassil (Independent), Levi Farrand 
(Independent), and Emily Casey. 
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Patrick Moody (Independent) 

OK, as clearly outlined in my 
defence against charges of 
war crimes, I categorically did 
not say ‘shoot them in the 
head’. Rather, in an attempt 
to improve Israeli-Palestinian 
relations, I suggested, in a 
loud, forceful and aggressive manner, that my platoon 'Root them in 
my bed'. Now, if I hadn't happened to be leading the 132nd IDF 
Hard-Of-Hearing Plausible Deniability Detachment that particular 
morning, I doubt there would have been a problem. As it is, l"m 
not indictable, but I’m certainly electable. 

Tom Watson (Independent) 

Many of you are probably asking "Why 
should I vote for Zionize” or alternately 
“Why did you bomb my house and kill 
my children?”. To the first question, 
well, consider the fact that the Indies 
have had power as long as the Nazi 
party did, Right Labor routinely mix dairy 
and meat and the Socialists are even 
more crazy than we are. And, to the 
second question, we suggest that you stop harbouring Hamas, Dr 
Kuhn... 



Mica Hartley (Independent) 



John Horan (Independent) 


NUS is a conference of dirty, 
terrorist loving lefties. And I 
want to find out where it"s 
being held so we know 
where to send the cruise 
missiles. 


People have underestimated the 
opportunities our current war 
presents in the education of our 
children. Games like “Spot the 
terrorist" are much easier to 
learn when unarmed civilians 


are considered fair game. Basic 
numeracy can help kids subtract the small numbers of Hezbollah 
fighters killed from the large numbers of civilian casualties, and kids 
can practice writing messages to their Lebanese counterparts on 
the artillery shells that will soon destroy their homes. 



How To Vote 

Present yourself at one of the polling stations at 
these times. 

University Union 

28 August 2006 12.30pm - 6.30pm 

29 August 2006 11.30am - 4.30pm 

30 August 2006 1 .30pm - 4.30pm 

31 August 2006 10.30am - 4.30pm 
IT A Gallery Foyer (outside Chats) 

30 August 2006 10.30am - 12.30pm 

Ensure that you have your student card - only 
students currently enrolled can vote in the 
elections. 

r 

st 

Counting of votes will be conducted on the 1 , 
3 rd and 4 <h of September. 

If you have any queries about the procedures of 
the election, or complaints about the behaviour 
of political candidates, see 
http://www.anu.edu.au/cabs/elections/anusa/inde 
x.html for more information. 


. 
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Science Faculty Reps 


Miram Dunn (All Left All Stars) 

My name's Miriam Dunn and I'm currently 
studying a Bachelor of Science/Bachelor of 
Arts, majoring in environmental science and 
international relations, I believe in protecting 
student rights and have attended all the stop 
VSU rallies. As your representative, I would 


fight to keep all science courses, which have become increasingly 
under threat and against increased HECS fees. 


Phoebe Moore (Indigo) 

Having been Science Faculty Representative 
in 2006 I wish to continue the work I started 
this year, it takes time to see how everything 
is run; and I feel that I am now in a position 
to work for students even more effectively. 
With the new college structure having just 
come in, it is still a time of change, and hence a time when the 
student voice can have much influence. I would like to continue 
what I have started - representing students' needs, opinions and 
wishes, improving representation and keeping students informed of 
and promoting the social opportunities for them. 

David Coker (Diversify) 

Hi, my name is Dave Coker. I'm a third year science/law student, 
and currently live at Burgmann College. I'm running for science 
faculty representative on the Diversify ticket. Though I have 
considered running for election before, this is my first attempt for 
two reasons. Firstly the Diversify ticket has outstanding candidates 
across the board, and is a group I look forward to working with. 
Secondly, I now feel I have the experience and ability to best 
represent the interests of science students at ANU. 

Also Running: Jessica Spilling (Diversify), Ash Millstead (Mosaic) 


General Representatives 


David O’Hara (I Can See Queerly Now) 

Hi. I'm David O'Hara, but you may know 
me better as the Irish king Donnchadh from 
the recent film Tristan & Isolde. I'm on this 
ticket to promote queer visibility, because I 
think queers rock. I also like romantic 
candlelit dinners, walks in the park, and 
meeting new friends on Black Mountain 
Peninsula at midnight. You should always bring a condom, just in 
case. But don't keep it in your wallet too long or it'll degrade. 


Alex Cubis, Evan Hynd, Daniel Glover, Matt Byrne, Amanda 
Alford, Ben Lyons, Nicola Jackson, Zoe Speck, Claire 
Bongiorno, Rachael Allen, Peter Boyle, Annick Wain, Miram . 
Dunn and Alan Sanderson (All Left All Stars) 


We are making a joint candidate statement as we are 
a group of like-minded candidates. Unlike some of 
the other tickets, who are arguing over who is the 
most 'independent', we are happy to own up to our 
progressive politics. We believe the best way to 
represent students is to tell them what they are 
voting for. When you vote for All Left All Stars 
general representative candidates, you know exactly 
what you are voting for. 

All Left All Stars has comprehensive policy, including 
a commitment to actively oppose further course cuts 
and fee increases. We are also opposed to the 
‘rationalisation’ of the departments, which play a 
crucial representative role for many students. 

We are also concerned about student welfare. The 
Students Association must oppose any further 
burdening of students with the costs of education. 
This includes opposing increased printing fees and 
lobbying for the reinstatement of the 8 per cent 
textbook. The introduction of VSU poses an 
increased threat to the welfare of all students, All 
Left All Stars candidates will continue to call for the 
University to fully fund all student services. Some 
members on the All Stars ticket are Young Labor 
Left members, but we also have independent left 
wing candidates on our ticket. As members of Labor 
Left we have been active on campus all year, 
particularly in talking to students about the 
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Governments new workplace laws. This means we 
have been present and active on campus all year, 
not just at election time like many other tickets. 

All Left All Stars general representative candidates 
have previously been executive members, general 
representatives, faculty representatives and active 
departmental members, making our candidates 
experienced in the workings of the Students 
Association. However, we also have new people 
running to bring fresh ideas and enthusiasm to the 
SA. As in previous years we will continue to fight for 
an open and responsive Students' Association, an 
Association which campaigns for quality education, which advocates 
for the provision of adequate student welfare and maintains a strong 
student voice at ANU. 

When you vote for All Left All Stars, you know what you are voting for. 
Vote All Left All Stars for a progressive voice in your Students’ 
Association. 
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Terri Warner (I Can See Queerly.Now) 

Hello, I'm Terri, but my friends don’t call me 
Tezza. I'm one of the disabilities co-officers for 
2006. Homophobia is lame, ableism is lame, 
and don't forget: there's nothing sexier than 
consent. 


Fleur Johnson (I Can See Queerly Now) 

Hey hey hey, I'm Fleur! Vote queer or I’ll say mean things about your 
mother. If you only learn one thing while you're at this university, it 
should be this: DYKES RULE! 


Mark Smyth (Diversify) 

You may remember me from flipping sausages or i, 
blowing that annoying bar crawl whistle as O Week T g 
& Bush Week Director, or from serving you some 
sub-standard grog as LSS Events VP! I’m running 
on this ticket because I don't want to see our vibrant clubs & societies 
on campus have their budgets slashed by more than 75%. I want to 
see experienced and talented individuals in the SA - everyday 
students with a real commitment to independence bringing you the 
things that matter most. Vote to DIVERSIFY. 


Rob Graf (I Can See Queerly Now) 

s#" Hi! I've been at this university since 
approximately the dawn of time, I've been 
president of one of the major clubs on campus, 
.t§. and I'm the 2006 sexuality officer. That means 

that unlike half of the candidates on the ballot. I 
already have a pretty good idea what the 
Students' Association actually does. It is vitally important that the 
departments of the SA survive unharmed under VSU. Clubs and 
societies simply can not fulfil the role of departments. Please don't 
vote for any ticket who are going to slash department budgets more 


Josh Gordon-Carr (Diversify) 

Clubs and Societies funding stands to be slashed 

under this current SA exec and this is completely fK 

unacceptable. The present exec doesn’t believe in 

Clubs and Societies and has actively moved to 

make them fend for themselves. DIVERSIFY r I 

believes in supporting Clubs and Societies and providing them the 

resources they need to attract members and hold events. After all, 

Clubs and Societies are integral to our university experience. I will 

make this my priority. Vote for university life. Vote for funding for clubs 

and societies. Vote for DIVERSIFY. 


Max Motion (I Can See Queerly Now) 

A-Z of Max j Motion's world: ADVENTUROUS, 
BRUNET! E, CONFIDENT, DOUBLE B A ECO, 
FEMINIST. GODDESS, HIPPY. IMAGINATIVE, 
^ "j: M JANDAL-WEARING, KIWI-BORN, LEO, 


MATURE AGED UNDERGRAD, NATURAL, 
MHMNMH ORPHAN. PACIFIST, QUEER. RAPUNZEL 
ROOM, SAGE. TUSITALA, UNCO-ORDINATED, VIXEN, WOMEN 
ON CAMPUS Prez, XYLOPHONE PLAYER. YOUNG @ HEART, 
ZHOUMA 


Madeline Firth (Diversify) - | 

'Why should you vote for me?’ I think the more If 
important question here is ‘why should you vote? 

And the answer, simple. Because you can! Last 

year only a meagre 700 people did, and we call ^IK|§ 

ourselves a democracy! So why vote for me 

specifically? Well, why not? I'm committed to student interests; have a 

generally cheerful disposition and am very friendly when drunk. Surely 

these are the qualities of an ideal candidate. So go on, exercise your 

democratic power and have your say during election week. 


P Epfcj Kate Smith (I Can See Queerly Now) 

G'day, I’m Kate Smith. I roolz this skoolz and 
I ownxors joo. Don't forget, safe sex is the 

_i ® 

best kind of sex. Always use condoms or 
dams. Seriously, you'll thank me later when 
you're the only girl in your residence who's never caught Chlamydia. 


Jennifer Lewis (I Can See Queerly Now) 

Hey folks, I'm Jen. I like Saturday morning cartoons, rainbows, 
lollypops, puppies, icecream, kittens, dental dams and sunshine (but 
not all at once). Remember, gay means happy! 


Emma Phillips (Diversify) 

As a John’s fresher, I'm concerned with assisting 

students make the transition from school to uni, 

home to college, old friends to new. ANUSA needs J 

to make uni life as easy as possible. Parking Jftk ./BE. 

needs fixing, reading brick lines need shortening, 

library opening hours need extending. The 

DIVERSIFY learn recognizes differences and individual needs. It's a 

ticket without the influence of any political party, with the support of a 

range of groups on campus. I am on this ticket because I want lo 

reflect your views, not the views of last year's administration or a group 

of political hacks. 


David Leighton (I Can See Queerly 

HOF T ; .tJE Hi, I'm Dave Leighton. Apparently I'm president 
gjBk fjflj of Jellybabies this year. Wow! If you like Pina 
!» "WWM Coladas and getting caught in the rain, if you're 
M/rmm not into yoga and you have half a brain, if you'd 
like making love at midnight in the dunes on the Cape, then I'm the 
love that you've looked for. Vote for me and escape! 
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Patrick Dennien (Indigo) 

My name is Patrick Dennien and I am running 
as a General Representative on the Indigo 
ticket in the upcoming ANUSA election. I have 
involved myself in this election in an effort to 
take part in policy involving the student body 
and to play a role in making a positive change 
in the future of the ANUSA. In short I am willing to dedicate as 
much time and effort as is necessary to make sure the job is done 
in the best interests of the students. 

Kenny Tan (Diversify) 

University life isn’t always easy - especially for international 
students. Trying to make it where no one knows you. coming alone. 

I 

^balancing the workload in English (often a strange language) and 
making ends meet. 

I believe having a strong social network helps. Having someone to 
represent you will facilitate the process, making the SA the zenith to 
international student representation. 

Being a Gen Rep enables me to use the resources of SA for the 
benefit of international students. This means more events are held 
for you. Being ISSANU President taught me: We Are Who We Are 
Represented By. VOTE DIVERSIFY 

Emma Smith (Diversify) 

Like most students at ANU I like having fun. I 
believe a rich social life is crucial to surviving 
uni. I approach ANUSA fresh and armed with 
ideas. I understand the difficulty of balancing 
a social and academic life and want to work to 
make uni life as exciting as possible. Running 

with DIVERSIFY allows me to approach these 

t %* 

objectives, as well as listen to students, unrestrained by a party 
line. As a Gen Rep I’m committed to YOU! 

Elinor Jean (Against War and Racism) 

I’m Elinor Jean and I’m standing as General Representative. As a 
current General Representative in the ANU Students Association, 
I’ve been active arguing for the Students Association to fight for full- 
funding from the ANU administration and against disaffiliation from 
NUS. 

I believe that student activists have a vital role to play in fighting 
back against (he Howard government. Vote Against Racism & War 
for books not bombs: To fight to save our student organizations, 
against anti-Muslim and anti-Arab racism, against Australia's 
involvement in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and for an end to 
military advertising on campus. 

Alex Naughton (Diversify) 

Hi guys, my names Alex and I am currently in my 2nd year of a 
science/law degree and am at Burgmann College. This year I 
organized my college o-week and have been on the residents 




association, so I am familiar with trying to satisfy various needs from 
students. If elected as a general rep, I would work strongly towards 
consistent assessment standards throughout all faculties as well as 
ensuring welfare services are made readily available on campus. If you 
want representation of everyone, then vote to diversify, vote for 
diversify and vote for me. 

David Ananian-Cooper (Diversify) 

I believe in integrity, independence and 
accountability. Voting for DIVERSIFY shows that 
you value mature and reliable representation that 
allows all students' opinions to be aired. As a 
student of science and law, I know about lecture 
clashes, the problems with taping, and the many 
pressures students face in their academic lives. 

Only a non-binding ticket can deliver the results that diverse students 
want. Vote for the DIVERSIFY team to ensure that your view is heard. 

Craig Elfenbein (Mosaic) 

My name is Craig Elfenbein and I am running for a general 
representative position on the mosaic ticket. I am currently studying 
finance and living at Bruce Hall. I am running for ANUSA because I 
feel the current ANUSA needs to get over the whole VSU debacle and 
work towards making the most of the funds that it is given. I also feel 
very strongly that ANUSA needs to be more particular with what 
protests and activities it endorses with activities like Flag Burning being 
high on the list of things to stop. If you agree, vote 1 me!!! :D 

Dom Delaney (Indigo) 

Hi guys, my name's Dom Delany, I'm a second 
year law/asian studies student and I live at Burton 
and Garran Hall. I'm running for a gen rep 
position with Indigo because I believe that 
ANUSA is a really important organisation, placed 
in a unique position to represent students. Now 
that VSU has arrived, I believe that ANUSA's job 
is more important than ever, and, if elected, I would focus mainly upon 
Increased understanding between international and domestic students, 
as well as student representation in relation to various faculties. Hope 
to see you on Ihe campaign. 

Harry Paternoster (Against Racism and War) 

'I believe our Student Association needs to take ab leading role in 
fighting racism on campus and abroad. Howard's racist campaign 
against Muslims and Arabs, most recently in support of Israel's 
massacres in Lebanon, must be opposed. As students, the most 
effective way to do this is to make our National Union of Students take 
a lead whenever these outrages occur. Of course, this means 
continuing to affiliate lo NUS. But to have a strong, national body, we 
need strong student associations on every campus - so i'll also be 
pushing to get full-funding for our own one.' 
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Sarah Lynch (Diversify) 

I am running on this tickel because I believe 
in true independence. I want to directly 
represent my peers. That's why I ran on 
Synergize last year and why I am running on 
DIVERSIFY this year - a non-binding ticket of 
diverse people chosen because of merit, not 
politics. Our ticket's strength has meant that we are being 
supported by four diverse campus groups. ANUSA needs 
innovative, committed and independent representatives - all 
qualities I possess. To confront VSU next year ANUSA needs 
experienced people with fresh and varied ideas; people from a wide 
range of backgrounds - DIVERSIFY! 

Kyla Cassells (Againsts Racism and War) 

There's much about the students' association that has lacked lustre, 
but that doesn't mean it lacks potential. As a General Representative 
candidate, I stand for a students' association that is strong and 
fighting. We need to get rid of the idea that the VC is our "best friend". 
The students' association must demand full funding, but also political 
autonomy. I am in favour of NUS affiliation; against military advertising 
on campus, and I think the students' association needs to be active 
fighting racism and war. So if you want a fighting students' association, 
vote Kyla Cassells for General Representative. 

Alex Rafalowicz (Diversify) 

“ ' Elections are frustrating but they're also the 

best way to fix your campus. I am running with 
M _ DIVERSIFY as an approachable and articulate 

3rd year student. I am an experienced 
. Av representative who will ensure that the ANU is 

.. not just the best learning institution in Australia 
but also the best teaching institution in the 
country. This means having an education department focused on 
advocating student-specific issues. Campus culture is important too, 
even in a VSU environment, I want to keep clubs and societies 
strong. Elect fresh people with new ideas and a range of passions. 
Vote to DIVERSIFY your SA. 

Hannah McCann (Diversify) 

I'm Hannah (it's so easy to remember you can even spell it 
backwards), and I'm running as a gen rep for Diversify this year. 
Should I be elected, I will be dedicated to improving many areas of 
student life, namely student welfare services. Napoleon once said, 
"Ability is of little account without opportunity", and I hope that's what 
you'll give me - the opportunity to represent you (but unlike Napoleon, 

I promise not to invade Russia). 

Andy Hargraves (Diversify) 

Being a representative also involves leading by example. It is 
about team spirit and university community. It is for these reasons 
that as President of Bruce Hall, I ran the IB. I have extensive 
experience as a student representative, a good relationship with 


those around me, and an excellent understanding of students' 
DIVERSE needs. I believe in independent and accountable student 
representation. ANUSA needs capable and approachable students at 
its helm. That is why I am RUNNING! 

Sebastian McIntosh (Indigo) I ~ 

I do not claim to have any hard and fast rules 55l| 

that will prescribe my actions as a general , 

representative, except to say I will be truthful and 

responsible. I will do what I think is right for the 

student body, beginning by seeking to make 

lecturers more accountable for their own poor quality or ill 

performance. I will also provide a voice for those who feel threatened, 

alienated or even repulsed by student politics, because frankly, so do I. 

Neal Fielding (Mosaic) 

Hi my name is Neal Fielding and I’m running for a General Rep position in 
the Students Association. I am running the Mosaic campaign and if 
elected I will always be contactable for any student wishing to make a 
contribution. Mosaic was established to provide undergraduate students a 
sensible and accountable voice in the Students Association. It is a fact 
that the SA will suffer a reduction in funding under VSU and Mosaic will 
be committed to advocating sensible policies that ensure as many 
relevant services are retained as possible. 

Ben Pynt (Diversify) 

So why should you vote for me as gen rep? Weil 
first of all, I am that virile Member of Parliament 
Tony Abbott's son. So I believed for a while, 
anyway. So what should a shit-hot gen rep be 
gunning for? Not only an easier go for you guys 
as far as appeals processes go, but also 
ensuring access to lectures (and their tapes) is made easier and finally 
making sure that the average student knows that the SA is there for 
them. So even though I am not really Tony Abbott's son 
(devastatingly), I think I would make a kickarse general representative 
who could actually do something for you. So (excuse the cliche) vote 
for me! 

Henry Pilcher (Diversify) 

Hey, I'm Henry Pilcher, I'm a third year fine arts students living at 
Burgmann College. I am involved in the Darts team and have an 
understanding of clubs and societies within the ANU. if elected, I'd 
work for their continued full-funding under VSU. I've also really enjoyed 
living on campus and would be honoured to provide a voice for the 
Halls and Colleges on the Students Association. 

Andrea Kirwin (Indigo) 

I would like to be a General member of the SA for the following 
reasons: I Generally attend uni. I Generally enjoy playing sport, making 
music, doin art and kissing girls. I am Generally a happy cat. Vote for 
Andi ey- your mum knows where it’s at. 
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